Resolutions
“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs
forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way
in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.”
(Isaiah 43:19)
“So, if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
everything old has passed away; see, everything
has become new!” (2 Corinthians 5:17)
It is the time of year when people begin to make
New Year’s resolutions. When we make promises
that we will exercise more, eat healthier things,
read more books, and the like. We also know
that most people do not follow through on their
resolutions, most fail to make the resolution a habit.
Many of us give up in the first few weeks or never
get started at all.
This annual ritual of making resolutions to improve
and then failing to follow through is indicative of
the Christian life. The Apostle Paul says in his
letter to the Roman church, “all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God.” While I don’t
believe a failed New Year’s resolution is sinful, I
do take heart that Paul recognizes this pattern of
resolution and failure to follow through as part of
our human nature. The sentence immediately
following this recognition of falling short is to
remind us that God is gracious and that we are
given this grace as a gift through Jesus. God
can work with our falling short. God can do a
new thing over and over again with us.

So, knowing that we will fall short, I offer a few
possible resolutions for our faith life for the New
Year:
•

Seek ways to live out the fruit of Spirit: love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.

•

Forgive those who have done us wrong and
open the door to dialogue and improved
relationships.

•

Do not speak harshly about others.

•

Promote the inherent value and dignity of
every person, particularly those who feel
excluded.

•

Promote social justice and compassion,
particularly where there is hurt, fear or injustice.

•

Strive for reconciliation and peace.

•

Promote respect for the environment and
the inter-dependence of all life.

•

Never speak evil of anyone.

•

To do, always, what we can towards making,
maintaining, and preserving peace.

•

To ask ourselves, at the end of every day,
week, month, and year, where we could
possibly, in any respect, have done better.

Yours in Christ,
Bart
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Alternative Christmas Marketplace

Y

our Mission Committee wants to thank
the Oak Grove Church community for
once again opening the door to
their hearts for this opportunity to aid those
regionally, nationally and in other parts of the
world who are in need of outside support.
For many, your “Gift of Giving” will be life
sustaining thanks to your overwhelming support.
The following is a summary of monetary gifts
to be received by each of the non-profits that
were included in our Alternative Christmas
Marketplace in 2021.
Here is the individual breakdown:
Presbyterian Mission Agency

$8,891

Minnesota Council of Churches

$3,010

Clearwater Forest Capital Campaign

$2,940

KIVA

$1,950

SLT Scholarships (Guatemala)

$1,500

Olive Oil

$350

Mexican Coffee

$200
TOTAL = $18,841

This is just one of the many ways that the
Oak Grove congregation answers GOD’S call
through our acts of faith as a joyful, inclusive,
compassionate community seeking to do
justice, act mercifully and walk humbly with
our GOD.
The Mission Committee cannot thank you
enough for your support.

Oak Grove Welcomes Laura Nemcek

I

t is with great joy that God has led me to use my
financial skills at Oak Grove as your new accountant.

Although raised in Illinois, I stayed in Minnesota
after graduating from St. Olaf in Northfield, at which time
I began my career as a small business banker.
I had the privilege of staying home to raise our children
(now grown) and re-entered the workforce doing graphic
design marketing for a national wholesale company in
Eden Prairie.
God then called me to do non-profit accounting for His
kingdom work and I am still accepting His call to join your
team.
I enjoy time with family, travelling, sewing, scrapbooking, reading and playing piano. As a
longtime resident of Bloomington for over 30 years, I look forward to meeting you.
JANUARY 2022
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Meet the Class of 2024: Elders & Deacons
Jeri Anderson (Elder)
My husband, John, and I have been members at Oak Grove since
1981 and have made close and lasting friendships here. We have
four children who grew up in the Oak Grove Youth Group and we
treasure the youth group’s positive influence in their lives.
I have been a member of several committees over the years,
including Children’s, Friendship, Personnel, and Worship & Music.
In the past, I served as Clerk of Session for 7 years and served on
the Board of Deacons for three years. Most recently, I was a
member of the Pastor Nominating Committee. I’m currently an office
volunteer and am involved with Every Meal (Sheridan Story) at Oak Grove Elementary.
My interests include reading, travel, meeting socially with friends and family and interacting with
our grandchildren, and I look forward to serving the congregation in a leadership role at Oak Grove.
Kylie Borchardt (Youth Elder)
I'm involved in three choirs, softball, and Jefferson High School
flag corps. I love being outdoors and am so excited to serve as
an elder for my Oak Grove family!

Chris Diller (Elder)
My wife, Karen, and I have been members of Oak Grove since
2016. During this time, I have regularly brought my love of all things
techy to the Sound, Light & Video team during Sunday morning services.
In 2020, I served as Vice Chair on the Pastor Nominating Committee
and was thrilled to be involved in bringing Pastor Bart Roush to the
congregation. I have also enjoyed the camaraderie of being a regular
attendee of the Men’s Mentor Group which has been meeting
monthly since 2017.
Outside of Oak Grove, I work as a team and leadership coach/
consultant. I enjoy being outdoors, playing games of all types, tinkering on the guitar,
cheering for the Packers and, most of all, spending time with my wife and two young
daughters, Claire (8) and Grace (5).
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Meet the Class of 2024: Elders & Deacons
Greg Johnson (Elder)
I was born in Alexandria, Minn., grew up and graduated from
high school there. I am the oldest of four children. I have two
sisters and a brother. I am married to Linda, and our daughter is
Alexandra. I served in Vietnam from 1969–1971 and worked for
Honeywell for 37 years as a data analyst/database designer.
Linda and I joined Oak Grove in 1984. I have previously served
on the Session and have served on most committees. Currently,
I am a member of the Mission Committee, Technology Committee
and periodically volunteer for Sound, Light & Video (SLV) needs
on Sunday mornings. And I have co-led many Men’s Retreats.
I love to travel and have been to 49 states and 35 countries. My hobbies include golf,
genealogy, birdwatching (having identified 700 different species all over the world),
gardening (especially hostas) and eating chocolate. Linda and I have hiked 200 miles of
the Superior Hiking Trail.
CeCe Klueh (Elder)
Hi, my name is CeCe Klueh. I have been attending Oak Grove
since I was born and love my Oak Grove family! I previously
served as a Deacon, sing in the Choir, and have a blast learning
and playing with K-3rd graders at WoW on Wednesday nights!
This is my first time as an Elder, and I am looking forward to
serving Oak Grove in this new way.
Outside of my church life, I enjoy singing with One Voice Mixed
Chorus, spending time with friends and family, and snuggling
with my cat Penelope. I work in IT at Greater Twin Cities United
Way and love seeing all the great work happening in the Twin Cities to support our community.
Recently I’ve discovered a passion for crochet and would love any pattern suggestions!

Will you answer the call?
Oak Grove is looking for congregation members to fill the following open positions of
leadership within our church body:
•

1 Elder to fulfill a term with 2 years remaining

•

1 Deacon to fulfill a term with 2 years remaining

•

1 Deacon to fulfill a 3-year term

If you know of someone with these gifts and would like to nominate them or yourself,
please call Karen Alonzi at 952-829-5429 or call the church office. Thank you!!!
JANUARY 2022
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Meet the Class of 2024: Elders & Deacons
Cecelia Laurie (Elder)
I grew up in Bloomington, Minn. and have lived in California,
Nova Scotia, Alabama, and returned home to Bloomington about
six years ago. I am a mother (one son now 50) and grandmother
(three grandchildren now in their 20s). I’m a wife (married to
Jacques Chasse for 34 years). I’m a mathematician (fell in love
with math in high school inspired by my high school math teacher
Steve St. Martin). I’m a teacher (taught mathematics at University
of Alabama for 30 years). I’m a research scientist (initially in
Mathematics and then in Biostatistics for the last ten years). I’m
a deeply committed volunteer for NAMI (National Alliance for the
Mentally Ill) for about 30 years (my son has schizophrenia); I’ve often considered this to be
my “soul work”. I’m a recent retiree going through the process of “who am I going to be now?”.
My religious/spiritual journey has been spotty. In fifth and sixth grade I attended a small
Methodist church but became disenchanted with dogma ideas that made no sense to me. I
had no religious home for many years but did feel like something was missing. I found a
home in Unitarian-Universalism for many years (in fact, became quite involved in religious
education) and then became a lapsed UU (it wasn’t meeting my spiritual needs any more).
A couple of years before moving back to Minnesota, I became a member of a small liberal
(More Light) Presbyterian church in Tuscaloosa, Ala. and it felt right. I now call Oak Grove
my religious home (Jacques and I felt at home from the first visit to Oak Grove). I’ve been
on the Mission Committee for 3–4 years and am eager to become more involved in the life
of the church.

Chad Acker (Deacon)
I've been a member at Oak Grove Presbyterian for about eight
years. It's become a second family to me. I've been married to
Dawn for 22 years. Our daughter, Cassie is in high school. We
enjoy hosting exchange students when we can and are hosting
Sara from Spain this school year. I'm a member of the Youth
Committee and enjoy spending time with the other high schoolers
at church as well. My parents are Don and Judy, who is also a
member at Oak Grove and has been a Deacon as well.
I work for Associated Global Systems as a logistics manager of
a customer account team. When not with family, I enjoy time with friends playing games,
watching movies, riding bikes, or just having fellowship time. I look forward to serving the
Oak Grove family as a Deacon for the next three years.
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Meet the Class of 2024: Elders & Deacons
Jim McCarl (Deacon)
Jean and I joined Oak Grove in 1962, after moving to Bloomington
in 1960. I was already singing in the choir, thanks to Roger Parker,
a new neighbor, new Oak Grove member, and lifetime friend,
who recruited me. It wasn’t long before I was nominated for
Trustee. I learned a lot about Oak Grove’s rich history of the
Ponds, the Fords, the Chadwicks, the St. Martins and the Johnsons.
Also, there were many other new members joining Oak Grove.
Soon, I was on a pastor search committee that called Dave Kachel
to Oak Grove. Then I was nominated as an Elder focusing on the
Building and Operations. Next came a 20-year management commitment to the “Oak Rover”
church bus ministry. First, I coordinated the bus ministry and its drivers: Milt Milton, Rory Scott,
and Harry Levy. Later on, Bob Gerdes and I became drivers. The bus served well in the youth
ministry trips and later on for many “Mod Mids,” now Oak Rovers, trips and activities. Next, I was
nominated as a Deacon and still active on the Building and Operations Committee.
Since my very first days of the Oak Grove choir in 1961 until retiring in 2019, I have found
the growing experience of church family, and especially since Judy Cooper came to direct
us. I look forward to serving Oak Grove’s members. I’ve always been a people person and
have had an awareness of God’s love for us and how we might share it with each other.
Jennifer Pol (Deacon)
I have been a member of Oak Grove since 2005. I previously
served on the Session and was a deacon at another church. I
am looking forward to joining the Oak Grove board of deacons.
I work at Wells Fargo and am the proud mom of Natalie (13) and
Catherine (11). I also volunteer with the Buck Hill Ski Patrol, love
to read, ski, watch movies and go on hikes.

JANUARY 2022
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Faith Formation
Sunday Faith Formation for children and
adults will resume on Jan. 9. Please watch
the announcements for details.

Children's WoW! will continue with stories,
games, prayer and highs and lows. Children
will meet at 6:30 pm via Zoom.

WoW! will resume its schedule on Wednesday,
Jan. 12!

Youth will meet at the church at 6:30 pm for
discussions, games, and fellowship.

Adults will participate in a 5-week study
written by the Reverend Jermaine Ross Allam on
restorative actions, faith, and the church.
This multi-week curriculum involves some
commitment
of
time,
prayer,
and
contemplation. We look forward to being
a pilot program for the study and will offer
feedback to Pastor Jermaine and Milissa
Carter throughout the process. Adults will
meet at 7:00 pm via Zoom.

Significant Anniversaries:

Polly & Randy Johnson
(52 years on Jan. 2)

1, 5, 10, 20, 25, 30+ years

Bill & Lisa Pomroy
(45 years on Jan. 15)
Rod & Sarajane Myers
(53 years on Jan. 25)

Financial$
Submitted by Sue Greimel, Treasurer
Through
November 30
Income YTD
Expense YTD
Income – Exp

2021
Actuals
$663,628*
$682,864
($19,236)

Budget
$665,438
$740,267
($74,829)

Act vs Budg
Fav/(Unfav)
($1,810)
$57,403
$55,593

2020
Actuals
$656,149
$676,202
($20,054)

Financial Summary: November Income was $918 lower than budget, while expenses were
under by $4K due to Personnel underruns. The overall yearly deficit of $19.2K is $55.6K
better than expected and will be covered by previous years’ surpluses and investment gains.
* Note, there was an error and $20,067 of this was a 2022 pre-pay and will be corrected in the
December financial report.
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Condolences to Family and
Friends of:
James W. Peter, son of Helen Peter (former member
of Oak Grove), died Nov. 20 at 84 years.
Don Olson died Dec. 6 at 88 years.
Jim McCarl’s brother, Chuck McCarl, died Dec. 22
at 85 years.

January Birthdays
If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have
that information or you requested that your name not appear.
Important (1–21) and significant (85+) birthdays
are listed in parentheses.
1: Matthew Carter (15)

21: Susannah Ehrenberg (7), Al Eiler (90)

2: Caroline Delano, Paulette Jacobson,
Anne Jones
3: Barb Bruder (89), Det Souvannasane

22: Chidera Esele, Marshall Lagani,
Rick Render

4: Margot Schrad (3), Hannah Jones (15),
Lily Dodge (18)
5: Brian Boakye-Ansah (19), Carrie Wilkens
6: Karen Amato, Eugene Orr,
Joan Ulwelling
8: Lizzie Jeschke (16), Mary Tolvstad (86)
9: Allan Carter (13), Julia Steskal (13),
Sue Kim, Alix Montcho

10: Ed Egan, Susan Spieth
15: Bill Pomroy, Lisa Pomroy,
Bob Worthington

23: Tatum Gillies (15), Roger Hornnes (87),
Kathy Tominski
24: Angelo Cantu (12), Dale Copland (86),
Dick Twete (85), Adam Decknatel,
Brandon McKinnon, Karna Mikkelson
25: John Crampton
26: Karen Alonzi, Leslie Davis,
Jim Knutson, Sharon Solomon
27: Iris Karow, Maggie Snyder,
Paula Uvodich

16: Bethany Lagani, Pat West

28: Gracie Thomas (10), Morgan Duvall (19),
Brooke Brandt, Terry Nesbitt,
Rita Raley, Susan Skovran

17: Anne Klueh

29: DJ Smith (4), CeCe Klueh

19: Susan Bachman (87). Mark Erickson,
Jim Reineke

30: Jim Furber, Josh Pearson
31: Margaret Koch (88), Tim Taylor

JANUARY 2022
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Oasis for Youth Receives Omar Bonderud Award

Reprinted from: City of Bloomington Briefing, December 2021

In a tradition going back to the 1970s, the
Human Rights Commission honors individuals
and organizations making significant contributions
to ensure the human rights of people in
Bloomington each year with the Omar
Bonderud Award.
This year, Oasis for Youth received the
award for its work assisting youth and families
in the community. Oasis for Youth serves
Bloomington, Edina and Richfield with the
mission to elevate youth in their own community.
The organization does this by providing
employment support, rental assistance,
outreach and a drop-in center that offers
food, clothes, showers, a place to do laundry,
legal aid and more.
During the height of the pandemic, Oasis for
Youth served more than 350 youth with 184
being new to Oasis. The organization distributed
713 meals, made more than 3,000 virtual or
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in-person visits and provided nearly $23,000
in rental subsidies.
“This past year has been profoundly difficult
for everyone, but the strength of our community
allowed us to navigate it all. Through a global
pandemic, a social uprising and the total
disruption to our day-to-day work when a
pipe burst in the Oasis basement, we have
continued advocating for our youth,” Oasis
Executive Director Nicole Mills said.
“Receiving this award is a welcome recognition
of Oasis staff’s work, but the real honor is getting
to serve the youth in our community.”

Fellowship Opportunities
Here at Oak Grove, there are lots of ways to engage with
fellow members on a regular, monthly basis.
Men’s Fellowship: Jan. 4

Singles Fellowship: Jan. 10

First Tuesday at Noon

Second Monday at 5:00 pm

Join us for "Burgers ‘n’ Brew" at Zeke's
Place (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd). This
event pairs young(er) and old(er) men for a
time of fellowship while enjoying lunch. Pick
up someone who needs a ride and develop
new friendships.

Singles Fellowship is a group of single
adults who get together at Zeke's Place
(7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) for socialization
and support. No need to RSVP.

Soul Sisters: Jan. 10

Ladies Who Lunch: Jan. 19

Second Monday at 7:00 pm

Third Wednesday at Noon

We will gather at church for a time to check
in and share fellowship and support. No
RSVP is needed.

We will meet at Bev Heise’s home (9850
Colorado Rd), to discuss the book “Who
Cooked the Last Supper? The Women's
History of the World” by Rosalind Milies.

Questions? Call or email Pastor Mary.

Questions? Please contact Jane Jacobson
at 612-267-9068.

Questions? Call Bev at 612-670-2812.

Men’s Mentor Group: Jan. 20

Girl Talk: Jan. 23

Third Thursday at 8:00 pm

Select Sundays at 3:00 pm

Join with other men of Oak Grove at church
to discuss a topic of interest, explore and
encourage one another in our faith, and
share joys and concerns. The group is open
to all, no RSVP is needed.

No agenda, just time to be together, catch
up, share concerns and support one another.
We always welcome new faces. No RSVP
is needed. Location: TBD.
Questions? Call or email Pastor Mary.

Questions? Call or email Pastor Bart.

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
Every Thursday at 7:30 am
Join other Oak Grove men for a time of fellowship while enjoying breakfast. The group
meets weekly at Denny's (4209 American Blvd W, Bloomington 55437).

JANUARY 2022
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Relax, Refresh , Recharge

Please join us for the Oak Grove Presbyterian Women’s Retreat, Jan. 14–16, 2022, with special
guest speaker Jacque Fletcher at Clearwater Forest. Pre-registration and full vaccination plus
booster required. Sign up by Jan. 1 at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/76SNQSN.
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