
Sunday Worship 

• Nov. 28: 1st Sunday of Advent 

Matthew 24:36–44 “Keep Awake”  

Pastor Bart preaches 

• Dec. 5: 2nd Sunday of Advent) 

Communion Sunday 

Matthew 3:1–13 “Prepare the Way”  

Pastor Mary preaches 

• Dec. 12: 3rd Sunday of Advent 

Matthew 11:2–11 “Signs of the Kingdom” 

Pastor Bart preaches 

• Dec. 19: 4th Sunday of Advent 

Matthew 1: 18–25 “God with Us” 

Pastor Bart preaches 

• Dec. 26: Matthew 2:13–23  

“Mary and Joseph flee with Jesus”  

Pastor Mary preaches 

• Jan. 2: Matthew 2:1–12 

“We Three Kings” 

Pastor Mary preaches 

 

Saturday, Dec. 11 (10:30–11:30 am): 

Carols, Cookies and Care 

Please drop-off donations (toilet paper, diapers 

and baby wipes) for VEAP at church and then join 

us for Christmas carols and eat cookies outdoors. 

 

Tuesday, Dec. 21 (7:00 pm):  

Longest Night Service 

 

Christmas Eve, Dec. 24 

• 4:00 pm Family service via Zoom. 

We welcome participation from all ages. 

If you are willing to read or sing, please  

let Pastor Mary know! 

• 10:00 pm Worship 

 

Wednesdays in Advent: Dec. 1, 8 & 15 

• Adult Zoom on Wednesdays (7–8:00 pm). 

After viewing a video reflection from The 

Work of the People based on the book,  

“A Weary World, Reflections for a Blue 

Christmas,” we will share discussion and 

prayer. 

• Children Zoom on Wednesdays (6:30–7:00 pm). 

Children will meet to listen to stories, play 

games, share prayer, and participate in  

Advent activities. 

Advent/Christmas at Oak Grove 

Our theme this year is “Emmanuel, God is With Us!” 
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Christmas Joy Offering: Nov. 28–Dec. 19 

T 
he Christmas Joy Offering opens 

doors of opportunity for the leaders 

who are shaped and supported 

through our gifts, doors that lead to hopeful 

futures for young people at Presbyterian-

related schools and colleges equipping  

communities of color. Our gifts open doors 

that lead to relief for church workers and their 

families when emergency needs arise. 

As we give generously to the Christmas Joy 

Offering, we seek to not only meet needs, but 

to meet people; we all then get to come 

through the door that generosity opens. We 

open the door to celebrate “God with us!” We 

open the door with each and every student 

who will soon inspire and lead the world. We 

open the door with each and every church 

worker who helps us share God’s story with 

the world. 

The story of God, as we tell it, is not about a 

barrier, but about a gift. It’s not about the 

separation, but about the gift of “being with.” 

Please give generously to the Christmas Joy 

Offering, in celebration of God’s perfect gift to 

us. Give because it brings us together, to 

open doors of relief and opportunity and to 

relationships that are part of God’s story, a 

part of God’s perfect gift to us. 

Our donations are equally given to the Assistance 

Program of the Board of Pensions and to 

Presbyterian-related schools and colleges 

equipping communities of color. Our Christmas 

Joy Offering can be given via the Oak Grove 

website or by sending your check to Oak 

Grove and specify “Christmas Joy” on the 

memo line. Thanks for your consideration. 

When we all do a little, it adds up to a lot!  

Anti-Racism Accountability Group 

Thursday, Dec. 16 (7–8:30 pm). you are invited to 

join a Zoom meeting to hear community leadership from the Twin Cities discuss topics related 

to racial healing. Follow-up will include breakouts for a short, small group conversation. This 

opportunity is called “Come Together for Racial Justice” and we hope many Oak Grovers will 

take advantage of the opportunity to show up in this community! For more information, please 

visit: https://www.clne-mn.org/cometogether 

https://www.clne-mn.org/cometogether


T 
he Oak Grove Mission Committee currently supports four students in the SLT Scholars 

program in San Lucas Toliman, Guatemala. Many Oak Grove members also sponsor 

students. The note below is from the program newsletter, produced by Rita Chajil, 

the Program Director, who took over when Dennis Evans, the founder and leader for many 

years, passed away earlier this year. At the bottom of the newsletter is a link to a Google 

drive folder where there are three videos highlighting recent activities in the San Lucas  

Tolimán Community. 
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A Note from SLT Scholars 

Dear Sponsors and Friends, 

It is with great pleasure that I greet you and 

thank you for your support for our students. 

The SLT Scholars scholarship program has 

been of great benefit and has changed the 

lives of many students who have participated, 

as well as their families. Our students are often 

getting a higher level of education than their 

parents have been able to attain or would 

have been able to financially provide for 

them. It is a great pleasure to see our graduates 

working in our community, in banks, offices 

or their own businesses, or working in the 

capital or another neighboring community, 

earning salaries that can support them. 

Some of our schools have finished their academic 

year, especially private schools that were 

able to begin their school year in January. 

Public schools, which began at the end of 

February per government directives, are still 

doing distance learning and will finish up 

somewhat later. 

As was the case in 2020, we will not be holding 

graduation ceremonies this year because we 

are in level red of the COVID-19 epidemic 

here in San Lucas Tolimán, and large gatherings 

are prohibited. I do hope that I can gather 

some of the graduates of 9th, 11th, and 12th 

grades in a private setting for a photo shoot 

so that I can share with you their photos and 

celebrate yet another milestone in their education. 

During September and October, we saw a 

high level of COVID infections throughout our 

community, and we suffered many deaths, 

even of some of our community leaders. 

Among these tragic deaths was a bank  

employee who was the husband of Vicky 

who translates some of our sponsor letters. 

Initially we had up to three persons dying 

each day, and now the rate of death is  

beginning to go down. We hope to see this 

trend continue, but this is complicated by the 

fact that many families don’t want to get  

vaccinated. In my family all of the adults have 

received their two vaccines, and now some 

people are deciding to get vaccinated after 

observing so many deaths. We hope that 

more will do so soon. 

Another great challenge this year was the 

death of Dennis. We couldn’t imagine that 

this would be the year he would leave us. I 

am so grateful to Dennis for choosing me 

and giving me the opportunity to share the 

leadership of this program with him. I am also 

so grateful to all of you, for your support of 

our students, and for making this program 

possible. Through the SLT Scholars program 

we will continue to make it possible for our 

young people to get a new perspective on life 

and to have new and better opportunities that 

before they could never have dreamed of. 

We never could have imagined how life 

would change for us with this pandemic that 

has now been with us for 20 months. Education 

has become very difficult both for the teachers 

and the students, especially those who live in 

rural areas without good access to learning 

tools at home. 
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Older siblings have taken charge of the education 

of their younger brothers and sisters. Many 

have lost jobs because of the need to stay 

home, or because the businesses that  

employed them have closed. Many men are 

now looking for day work, and many women 

have turned to domestic work like cleaning 

and washing and ironing clothes. At times if 

the father finds day work in the fields, he will 

take older children with him to supplement 

the family income, and for this reason some 

of our students have had to leave their studies. 

In November the coffee harvest begins. This 

is a good opportunity for the whole family, 

including the dog, to go out to the coffee 

plantations together and earn money. For 

this reason, schools typically end in October 

and start up after the coffee harvest has ended 

in January, to allow families to participate in 

the harvest. The money earned is extra income 

that allows the family to purchase clothing or 

save for things like school supplies and other 

needs. 

Because school has been done as distance 

learning this year there have been fewer extra 

expenses, and we were able to supply our 

sponsored students with a pair of shoes in 

September and on three separate occasions 

we gave them money to help with expenses 

such as the internet, cell phone fees, and 

other school materials they needed to work 

from home. 

With your additional donations this year we 

were able to purchase a bag of corn for each 

family of our sponsored students. Corn is the 

basic food of our families, and we were able 

to witness their gratitude and happiness on 

their faces as they received this gift. 

We thank you for your continued support and 

understanding. 

With a loving hug, 

Rita 

Google Drive link to videos 

A Note from SLT Scholars continued 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1AM0l_dgvClsdGcvf7KUe_FScFB6ESwAj?usp=sharing
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EV Expo a Big Success! 

O 
ak Grove Presbyterian’s Green 

Committee had a successful EV Expo 

on Saturday, Oct. 9. We hosted  

approximately 600 visitors, 22 EVs and their 

owners, 4–5 new model EVs and drivers who 

conducted 75 test drives/test rides sponsored 

by the American Lung Association. There were 

e-lawn mowers, e-snow blowers, e-bikes and 

e-scooters.  

Five different presentations were given in a 

large outdoor tent about EVs and electric 

school buses as powerful climate change  

solutions that can prevent 45-50% of our 

planet-killing CO2e emissions. The highlight 

was a women’s panel on EVs with Laura Orr, 

Mary Crampton, and Sandy Crum.  

Thanks to Pdon Pinkham, Ruth Dukelow and 

Sue Gjerset. Pdon traveled up to and back 

from Roseau Minnesota (370 miles one way) 

to participate in some EV events near Lake 

of the Woods. He left his Tesla Model 3 up 

there and drove a Ford Mustang Mach E 

electric SUV down here to show some variety 

of vehicles in the Expo’s test ride lineup. 

Thanks to Bob and Karen Gerdes, Al 

Greimel, Ron Dubis, Bob and Sandy Crum, 

Bill Pomroy, Anne and Larry Klueh, Eugene 

and Laura Orr, John and Mary Crampton, 

Randy Dop, Patty and Ron Nail, Gar Nordin, 

Marsha Pridgeon, Rod Myers, Nancy Scott, 

Tom Lucic, Bart Roush, Matthew Carter, and 

Kate Lindberg and many others. 

Thanks to our business partners including 

Jukka Kukkonen and the Minnesota EV Owners 

Group, Jerry’s Our Own Hardware, Power 

Sports, Borton Volvo, C&M Motors of Roseau

-Hallock MN, City of Bloomington, Daryl 

Thayer, Nine Mile Creek Watershed District, 

South Metro Climate Majority Project and 

Shift2Electric. 

Mark Saturday Sept. 17, 2022, on your  

calendar as the tentative date for our fourth 

Annual Oak Grove EV Expo. 

EV Expo slideshow (PDF): 

https://bit.ly/3CZuQzb 

Aerial video of EV expo: 

https://fb.watch/9jYpcS6e1I/ 

https://bit.ly/3CZuQzb
https://fb.watch/9jYpcS6e1I/
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Dakota Sites Tour 

O 
ak Grove Presbyterian’s Anti-Racism 

Committee held a tour of important 

Dakota sites in the Twin Cities area 

on Saturday, Oct. 23. We hosted 41 people 

on the daylong tour by car caravan. 

We visited Bde Maka Ska, village site of 

Cloudman (Marpiya Wicasta) and heard talks 

by Dakota descendant Syd Beane, and Pond 

and Williamson descendant Jeff Williamson. 

There were also talks by religious scholar 

Bruce Forbes and historian Thomas Shaw to 

learn about the Dakota agricultural community 

and the beginning of the Pond brothers’  

mission work there in the 1830s. 

Next we visited Pilot Knob (Oheyawaha) “hill 

that is much visited” to learn about how it is a 

sacred site to the Dakotas, is the site of the 

1851 Treaty of Mendota by which the Dakotas 

were forced to give up their land in south and 

western Minnesota, along with efforts by whites 

to appropriate, capitalize on and desecrate the 

site and its burials, along with current efforts to 

protect and restore it. 

Finally, we visited the Fort Snelling Prison 

Camp (under the Mendota Bridge) where 

1,600 Dakota women, children and elders 

were held in a concentration camp and over 

125 died during the winter of 1862–63. This 

was a result of the US-Dakota War in which 

many of the prisoners had protected whites 

during the fighting. The interpretation at Fort 

Snelling Prison Camp was given by historian 

Corrine L. Monjeau-Marz, a descendant of the 

Dakota Chief Wabasha and by Jeff Williamson. 

Thanks to all the presenters, and to Jeff  

Williamson, John Crampton and Mary Koon 

who organized the tour. Kudos to Ruth Dukelow, 

Sue Gjerset and Karen Alonzi who set up the 

website and online registration. 

More tours are being planned for the spring/

summer of 2022. 

Syd Beane, descendant of Chief Cloudman, 

and Jeff Williamson, descendant of Gideon 

Pond, talk at the site of Cloudman's 1829–39 

agricultural village at Bde Maka Ska.  

John Crampton talks about Pilot Knob, a  

Dakota burial site and the scene of the 1851 

Treaty of Mendota which forced the Dakota 

people to give up much of their land in  

southern Minnesota  
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Becoming a Matthew 25 Congregation 

I 
n September, the Session of Oak 

Grove Presbyterian Church agreed to 

become a part of the Matthew 25 initiative 

of the Presbyterian Church (USA). Matthew 

25:31–46 calls all of us to actively engage in 

the world around us, so our faith comes alive, 

and we wake up to new possibilities. 

The PC(USA) has invited congregations to 

act boldly and compassionately to see our 

neighbors through Jesus’ eyes and serve 

those who are marginalized or in need, people 

who are hungry, thirsty, naked, sick, imprisoned, 

strangers, poor or oppressed in other ways 

and in need of welcoming. The Matthew 25 

initiative is an invitation for congregations to 

intentionally engage in their communities to 

serve with and for “the least of these.” 

There are three primary areas of focus for the 

Matthew 25 initiative: Building Congregational  

Vitality, Dismantling Structural Racism, and 

Eradicating Systemic Poverty. Congregations 

are invited to embrace one or more of these 

initiatives. This work is a direct response  

to the Good News of Jesus and a faithful  

expression of what it means to be Christ’s 

disciples in this time and place. 

Building Congregational Vitality isn’t just about 

numbers, it is about focusing on deepening  

and energizing people in their discipleship 

and commitment to be actively engaged in 

their communities. Dismantling Structural 

Racism recognizes that the church is called 

to apply its faith to learn and advocate and 

break down the systems, practices and thinking 

that underlie discrimination, bias, prejudice, 

and oppression of people of color. Eradicating 

Systemic Poverty seeks to focus congregations  

to work toward changing laws, policies, plans 

and structures in our society that perpetuate 

economic exploitation of people who are poor. 

Oak Grove already does some of this work, and 

in many ways, is implicitly committed to this 

work. Becoming a Matthew 25 congregation 

and joining the wider initiative with other  

congregations allows us to make the implicit 

explicit. It allows us to speak about what we 

are doing in a strategic and focused way. By 

committing to this initiative, it is a way to 

keep us intentional in the work of justice.  

In addition, it provides partnerships and  

resources to do this work. 

You can find more information about the  

Matthew 25 initiative of the PC(USA) at: 

https://bit.ly/30N9WWS 

In addition, a small group will be working on 

a congregational strategy for implementing a 

comprehensive plan as our part of the  

Matthew 25 initiative. If you would like to help 

strategize and organize this effort, please 

contact Pastor Bart. 

https://bit.ly/30N9WWS
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Refugee Resettlement: Might You Help? 

O 
ak Grove Presbyterian’s Mission 

Committee is working with Minnesota 

Council of Churches (MCC) Refugee 

Services on ways to support our newly arriving 

community members. We have a heightened 

awareness of need with the number of people 

from Afghanistan who are arriving, and there 

are also people arriving from other countries 

who can use a good neighbor as they get 

back on their feet in a new country. 

Might there be ways that you would be able 

and willing to assist in Oak Grove’s welcoming 

and support? Specifically, would you join this 

group of people who has stepped up to help 

provide leadership? Karen and Fred Alonzi, 

Cathy Jo Colborn, Sue Greimel, Kathy Howell, 

your-name-here?!?  

Become part of an Oak Grove co-

sponsorship team. We’d like to put together 

a team of 6–10 people who will make this 4–6 

month commitment. The work will be to help 

provide leadership, working with Refugee 

Services, to directly support our new friends 

and to help engage Oak Grove membership 

in the opportunities. 

Our team is structured and guided by MCC. 

You could provide leadership for an  

area such as: Transportation; Housing and 

Resources; Social Activities; Education/

Health. Again, no need for you to do all those 

things, but you’d take a lead in coordinating 

Oak Grovers and friends in said area! Please 

consider signing up or with a partner. These 

leadership folks will have a background and 

driver’s license check completed by MCC. 

If you think you might be interested or just 

want to know more, please attend our  

orientation/training meeting with MCC on 

Monday, Dec. 6 (6:30–8:00 pm) via Zoom:  

https://bit.ly/3nFkAaR 

Sign up, via a Google form, for more information 

and/or to share your involvement interest:  

https://bit.ly/32f1390 

Overview packet about the leadership areas: 

https://bit.ly/3xeHity 

If we can get enough leadership on board, 

Oak Grove may be partnering with a  

resettling family as soon as in January! There 

will, for sure, be opportunities for all of us  

at Oak Grove to be a part of this welcoming 

and resettling partnership! 

For further conversation, please contact 

Kathy Howell (kathyhowell@comcast.net), 

the Oak Grove Mission Committee contact 

for this partnership. 

https://bit.ly/3nFkAaR
https://bit.ly/32f1390
https://bit.ly/3xeHity


 

19:  Cathy Colborn, Jake Krentz 

20:  Dorothy Sorensen (87) 

21:  Juliana Lucic (9), Taylor Lucic (9), 

Mary Boateng 

22:  Marge Noyes 

23:  Judy Olson, Andrew Sundal 

24:  Josh Johnson 

25:  Susanne Knutson 

26: Arlen Grussing 

27: Katrin Wenz (14), Karen Diller,  
Alli Koon, Joey Oslund 

28: Jill Dubis, Ron Nail 

29: Dexter Freiborg, Larry Pearson, 
Mike Smith 

30: Amelia Kearney (9), Ignatius Esele, 
Kevin Muur 

31: Derek Flanagan 

December Birthdays 
If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have  

that information or you requested that your name not appear. 

Important (1–21) and significant (85+) birthdays  

are listed in parentheses. 

1:  Logan Henderson, Andrew Hess 

2: Catherine Dukelow 

3:  Mari Freeberg (19), Ken Freiborg, 
Carolyn Hamilton, Nancy Lamberger 

4:  Debbie Dukelow 

5:  Candy Alman, Pdon Pinkham 

6: Mattie Hawley 

8: Ev Gebhard 

9: Hannah Ervin (18), Dianne Lawson 

10: Jen Hendricks, Darlene Throndson, 
Bob Ulwelling 

11: Nancy Bergwick 

13: Livia Knapp (5), Cassidy Oslund (5), 
Warren DeMuth (86), Nick Benz,  
Warren Christopherson, Terry Taylor 

15: Mary Bowen-Eggebraaten, 
Alicia Chimchirian, Sarajane Myers 

16: Ryan Knapp 

18: Amy Lefebvre 

Through 

October 31 

2021 Act vs Budg 2020 

Actuals Budget Fav/(Unfav) Actuals 

Income YTD $607,459 $608,351 ($892) $608,189 

Expense YTD $630,854 $684,239 $53,385 $618,661 

Income – Exp ($23,395) ($75,888) $52,493 ($10,471) 

Financial Summary: October Income was $1.1K lower than budget, while expenses were 

under by $5.5K (Personnel $4K, Building & Ops $3K). The overall yearly deficit of $23.4K is 

$52.5K better than expected and will be covered by previous years’ surpluses and investment 

gains. Note that 2021 Income is only $730 lower than 2020! 
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Financial$ 
Submitted by Sue Greimel, Treasurer 



Significant Anniversaries: 1, 5, 10, 20, 25, 30+ years 

Condolences to Family and  

Friends of: 

Edna Lorsbach’s son, Bob Lorsbach, passed away Oct. 

23 at 70 years. 

Jane Propsom’s father-in-law, Karl Rigein, passed away 

Oct. 30 at 84 years. 

Faith Grondin passed away on Nov. 10 at 92 years. 

Jan Carter’s cousin, Rosetta Stangland, passed away 

Nov. 12 at 75 years. 

Maxine Engberg passed away Nov. 14 at 95 years. 

Bob & Karen Gerdes’ friend, Rich Johnson, passed away Nov. 18 at 52 years. 

Sam Mattson’s (daughter of Nancy Hauser’s heart) father, Bryan, passed away Nov. 21. 
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Nancy & Don Lamberger 

(39 years on Dec. 10) 

Nancy & Rory Scott 

(39 years on Dec. 11) 

Lizanne & Greg Ham 

(34 years on Dec. 12) 

Ed & Sara Egan 

(41 years on Dec. 13) 

Jeri & John Anderson 

(53 years on Dec. 14) 

Don & Pat Latourelle 

(56 years on Dec. 18) 

Brian & Miriam Ebeling 

(53 years on Dec. 22) 

Al & Lila Netten 

(65 years on Dec. 26) 

Mike & Nancy Hoaglund 

(60 years on Dec. 27) 
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SUNDAYS: 11:15 am to Noon 

Please join us each Sunday morning for  

interesting and informative presentations  

designed to expand our minds and grow our 

faith. 

For audio only, call 312-626-6799 and  

use the ID and Passcode. 

Dec. 5: Pastor Bart will talk about what it 

means to be a “Matthew 25” Church! 

Dec. 12: Historian Bruce Forbes will talk 

about Christmas. 

Dec. 19: Rev. Emily Myers from the Ministry 

Lab will talk about depression and the holidays. 

Dec. 26 & Jan. 2: No AFF; enjoy some free time! 

WEDNESDAYS: 7–8:00 pm 

Please join us Dec. 1, 8 and 15 as we view a 

video reflection from The Work of the People 

based on the book, “A Weary World, Reflections 

for a Blue Christmas,” we will share discussion 

and prayer. All adults are welcome to join. 

For audio only, call 312-626-6799 and  

use the ID and Passcode. 

Dec. 22 & 29: No WoW!; enjoy some free time! 

To join the Zoom Meeting 

Link: https://bit.ly/3yS9v93 

Meeting ID: 871 4123 8835 

Passcode: 383326 

To join the Zoom Meeting 

Link: https://bit.ly/3CtUDjB 

Meeting ID: 816 2292 7853 

Passcode: 050352 

Adult Faith Formation 

Every week beautiful flowers grace the Sanctuary. Contributing flowers 

is a way to glorify God and beautify the chancel area. The contribution 

can be in honor of someone, in memory of someone who has died, in 

celebration of milestone events (birthdays or anniversaries), or as 

thanksgiving for friends and family. Your dedication will appear in the Sunday bulletin for your 

chosen date. 

There are two arrangements available each Sunday at a cost of $30 each. Contact Sharon Fields 

at urbanfields2.1@q.com or 952-831-0504 (landline) to sign up and reserve your special date. 

Chancel Flowers for 2022 

https://bit.ly/3yS9v93
https://bit.ly/3CtUDjB
mailto:urbanfields2.1@q.com


Bible Study 

Join Pastor Bart and/or Pastor Mary each 

week on Thursdays (noon–1:00 pm) via 

Zoom to look at the scripture that will be the 

basis for the sermon the following Sunday. 

No pre-reading is needed. We will read the 

scripture together and then dive in! Feel free 

to bring and eat your lunch as we spend time 

together. 

Join the Zoom Meeting: https://bit.ly/2YttqhM 

Meeting ID: 878 7659 7065 | Passcode: 260578 

For audio only, call 312-626-6799 and use 

the ID and Passcode. 

Prayer & Meditation 

We will offer a time of prayer and meditation 

each Thursday at 1:00 pm, just after the 

noon Bible Study. People are invited to either 

stick around after the Bible Study or join at 

1:00 pm for a time of prayer in community. 

We will meet for no longer than 30 minutes 

each week! This is a Zoom meeting and is 

the same link for Bible Study. 
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Adult Bible Study and Prayer & Meditation 

Children meet regularly with each other and 

their teachers on Zoom every Sunday morning 

and Wednesday evenings. 

SUNDAY MORNINGS 

Please join us for 30 minutes of story, prayer, 

fellowship and activities. Meeting together on 

Sunday mornings is an important way to  

continue to nurture the faith of our children 

and promote relationships in the church. 

Links are on the Oaks & Acorns Facebook 

page! 

• Preschool (3–5 year-olds) will meet with 

Karen, Linda & Marleen (9–9:30 am) 

• Kindergarten–2nd graders will meet with 

Laura Orr (9:30–10 am) 

• 3rd–5th graders will meet with Sue 

Greimel (9:30–10 am) 

WEDNESDAYS: (6:30–7:00 pm) 

Preschool–5th graders will have a fun time 

with Anne and Cece Klueh singing, playing 

games and learning more about God’s love 

for us. 

Zoom link: https://bit.ly/3z8MBKA 

 

Christmas Eve: Dec. 24 (4:00 pm) 

Join us for a special family Zoom service. We  

welcome participation from all ages. If you 

are willing to read or sing, please let Pastor 

Mary know! 

https://bit.ly/2YttqhM
https://bit.ly/3z8MBKA
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Loaves & Fishes Partnership for 2022 

After much conversation and prayerful consideration, the Session 

has decided not to renew the contract with Loaves & Fishes to 

use the kitchen and a portion of the fellowship hall to serve 

meals from Oak Grove Presbyterian Church in 2022.  

This was not an easy decision, and we are committed to support 

Loaves & Fishes in their ministry in other capacities. When we 

entered into this partnership for Loaves & Fishes to serve to-go meals from our building, it 

was with the understanding that it was a temporary arrangement during these pandemic 

times as they looked for a more permanent solution. 

We will continue to volunteer and provide financial support now and, in the future, but with the 

hope and expectation Oak Grove will resume more in-person ministry in 2022, we do not 

think it is a viable option to have Loaves & Fishes operate a site from our location for the long

-term. If you have any questions about this decision, please contact Pastor Bart. 

2022 Per Capita Apportionment 

Each church that is part of the Presbytery  

of the Twin Cities Area (PTCA) pays an  

apportionment based on the number of active 

members reported to the General Assembly. 

For 2022, this number is Oak Grove’s active 

members from 2020. 

The Per Capita for 2022 has not changed 

from 2021 and remains at $36.50 and is broken 

down as follows: 

General Assembly $8.98 

Synod $5.50 

Presbytery $22.02 

TOTAL $36.50/member 

So based on our number of active members 

from 2020 of 494, Oak Grove will remit 

$18,031.00 to PTCA in 2022 for Per Capita. 

If you want to contribute towards Per Capita 

and you receive envelopes, there is a special 

envelope for Per Capita contributions. Otherwise, 

just send a check with Per Capita in the 

memo and it will be applied accordingly. 

Online donations with credit cards or direct 

withdrawal from your checking account can 

also be made on the Oak Grove website. 

Last year Oak Grove received over $8,240  

in contributions towards our Per Capita  

expense. Thank you very much! 
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Fellowship Opportunities 

Men’s Fellowship: Dec. 7 
First Tuesday at Noon 

Join us for "Burgers ‘n’ Brew" at Zeke's 

Place (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd). This 

event pairs young(er) and old(er) men for a 

time of fellowship while enjoying lunch. Pick 

up someone who needs a ride and develop 

new friendships. 

Ladies Who Lunch: Jan. 19 
Third Wednesday at Noon 

On hiatus for December. 

We will meet at Bev Heise’s home (9850 

Colorado Rd), to discuss the book “Who 

Cooked the Last Supper? The Women's 

History of the World” by Rosalind Milies. 

Questions? Call Bev at 612-670-2812. 

Singles Fellowship: Dec. 13 
Second Monday at 5:00 pm 

Singles Fellowship is a group of single 

adults who get together at Zeke's Place 

(7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) for socialization 

and support. No need to RSVP.  

Questions? Please contact Jane Jacobson 

at 612-267-9068. 

Soul Sisters: Dec. 13 
Second Monday at 7:00 pm 

We will gather at Mary Koon’s house (821 

Hilltop Rd, Mendota Heights 55188) for a 

time to check in and share fellowship and 

support. No RSVP is needed. 

If you would like to carpool, please meet  

in the church parking lot at 6:45 pm.  

Questions? Call or email Pastor Mary. 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
Every Thursday at 7:30 am 

Join other Oak Grove men for a time of fellowship while enjoying breakfast. The group 

meets weekly at Denny's (4209 American Blvd W, Bloomington 55437).  

Girl Talk: Dec. 26 
Select Sundays at 3:00 pm 

No agenda, just time to be together, catch 

up, share concerns and support one another. 

We always welcome new faces. No RSVP 

is needed. Location: TBD. 

Questions? Call or email Pastor Mary. 

Men’s Mentor Group: Jan. 20 
Third Thursday at 8:00 pm 

Join with other men of Oak Grove to discuss 

a topic of interest, explore and encourage 

one another in our faith, and share joys and 

concerns. The group is open to all, no  

RSVP is  needed. Location: TBD. 

Questions? Call or email Pastor Bart. 

Here at Oak Grove, there are lots of ways to engage with  

fellow members on a regular, monthly basis. 
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The Oak Grove Mission Committee supports 

the organization Water for Good at an 

amount of $1,500 a year. 

Their mission: Tackling water poverty in one 

of the world’s most forgotten countries. 

Their goal: Clean, lasting water for every 

man, woman, and child in the Central African 

Republic. 

Below is the text of their latest e-mail: 

Hi, Oak Grove Presbyterian Church, 

I hope this email finds you and the church 

doing well! Did you know you are a life-

changer? Because of you and many others, 

nearly 1 million of our friends in the Central 

African Republic (CAR) receive clean, safe, 

and reliable water daily! Yes, you read that 

right! 

Not only are people able to see tremendous 

health benefits from your generosity, but also 

many men and women can spend time  

growing entrepreneurial businesses; children 

can go to school rather than spend half of 

their day fetching water. You are literally 

transforming communities! Thank you!  

Thank you for your financial sacrifices to help 

the second most-impoverished nation in the 

world see hope.  

We have a lot more going on in the CAR and 

are excited at what the next five years will 

bring with even more people having access 

to clean water. I'd love to share more with 

you if you are interested. 

I hope you and your family had a wonderful 

thanksgiving! I know our friends in the CAR 

have much to be thankful for because of you. 

 

Greg Johnson 

Sr. Philanthropy Officer, Water for Good 

678-431-1198 | gjohnson@waterforgood.org 

www.waterforgood.org 

Water for Good 
Submitted by the Mission Committee 

https://waterforgood.org

