“It is good to give thanks to the Lord…” (Psalm 92:1)

A

s my wife Kelly and I talked about moving
back to Minnesota after having been in
Texas for almost 8 years, we began
looking forward to many things that we had
missed. One of those things, for both of us, was
looking forward to living in an area of the country
once again that experienced all four seasons.
We both especially were looking forward to the
crispness of the air and the vibrant colors that
come with Fall. The past month of October has
not been a disappointment! What an amazing fall
it has been, the beauty of the yellows, oranges,
and reds is everywhere. We once again were
able to walk through an apple orchard and
pumpkin patch (it’s sometimes the little things in
life that give the greatest pleasure)! We have
been so very grateful to experience this once
again.
Fall is often a time when we turn our attention to
gratitude and thankfulness. In just a few short
weeks, it will be Thanksgiving. While Thanksgiving
was established as a national holiday, the act of
giving thanks or being grateful is rooted in Christian
practice. It is to be a way of life for people of
faith in response to a grace-filled and loving
God.
We are taught often that we only get things by
working hard for them, or we only receive things
if we earn them. In addition, many of us are
taught to have an attitude of entitlement, that we
deserve what we want, that things are owed to
us. But God is more scandalous than that. God’s
grace is given to us because of God’s love for
us, not because we earned it, or worked hard for

it, or because we deserve it. We receive God’s
grace as a gift.
Colossians 2:6–7 says, “As you therefore have
received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live
your lives in him, rooted and built up in him and
established in the faith, just as you were taught,
abounding in thanksgiving,” and later, “And
whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through him.” (Colossians 3:17)
Sometimes it is difficult to remember to take the
time to be grateful, to give thanks. I invite you
this month, not just to set aside one day
of thanks, but the entire month to give thanks.
Perhaps you can do this by listing at the start or
the end of each day two or three things for which
you are grateful. Or maybe practice the art of
awareness through the day, making note of
things and people around you and offering a
quick prayer of gratitude for that person or thing.
Perhaps it could be writing a card, email, or text
each day to a different person expressing a
specific reason why you are thankful they are
in your life. Maybe find a prayer partner to meet
with each week to share your thoughts and
cultivate your practice of gratitude.
God’s grace, steadfast love, and faithfulness are
essential to whom God is and worthy to recognize
and praise. May we all take time this month to
offer our gratitude and thanks!
Yours in Christ,
Bart

OAK LEAVES

Official publication of Oak
Grove Presbyterian Church is
published monthly.
Oak Grove Staff
Ministers: the 486 members
Pastor/Head of Staff
The Rev. Dr. Bart Roush
broush@oakgrv.org

In this issue…
It is good to give thanks to the Lord .............. 1
Congregational Meeting................................ 3
Oak Rovers .................................................. 3
Special Offering ............................................ 4
Financial Pledges: Thank You!...................... 4

Associate Pastor
Rev. Mary Koon
mkoon@oakgrv.org

Baptism ........................................................ 4

Director of Music:
Judy Cooper
jcooper@oakgrv.org

Clearwater Forest Memories .................... 6–7

Youth & Young Adult Coord.
Kate Lindberg
klindberg@oakgrv.org

Basement Restoration Update ...................... 8

Office Administrator:
Sue Gjerset
sgjerset@oakgrv.org

Accountant:
Anne Swenson
aswenson@oakgrv.org
Organist: Nancy Hauser
Treasurer: Sue Greimel
treasurer@oakgrv.org

SLT Scholars ................................................ 5
Financials ..................................................... 8
Congregation News .................................. 8–9
Adult Faith Formation ................................. 10
Dakota Perspectives (cancelled) ................ 11
Fellowship Opportunities ............................ 11
Give to the Max! ......................................... 12
Alternative Christmas Marketplace ............. 12
Loving God… Changing Lives

Clerk of Session:
Connie Nesbitt
clerkofsession@oakgrv.org
Child Care Providers:
Lacey Jones
Shannon Murray
Custodians:
Tim Dubis
Martinalan Smith
2021 Per Capita is $36.50

2

OAK LEAVES

Oak Grove Presbyterian
2200 W. Old Shakopee Rd
Bloomington MN 55431
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Congregational Meeting: Sunday, Oct. 31

W

e will hold a virtual congregational
meeting (via Zoom) following
the 10:15 am worship service
on Sunday, Oct. 31 to elect officers and
Nominating Committee at-large members for
2022. We will need to secure a quorum from
the congregation to hold elections. Please
join us via a computer or smart phone if you
are able. If you are unable to join via computer,
you can also call in for the webinar; however,
voting will take place via a webinar poll.

Nominees for 2022
Elders: Jeri Anderson, Chris Diller, Greg
Johnson, CeCe Klueh, Cecelia Laurie and
Kylie Borchardt (Youth)
Deacons: Chad Acker, Mary Benz, Jim
McCarl, Jennifer Pol and Bob Ritter.
Nominating Committee (At-Large): Mary
Crampton, Linda Johnson, Rod Myers, Patty
Nail, Darlene Throndson and George Wasson.

If you would like to provide a nomination beyond
the selections that the Nominating Committee
has provided, you are able to do so by contacting
Pastor Bart Roush (broush@oakgrv.org)
directly. Any additional nominees must be
provided ahead of time and confirm they are
willing to be nominated for them to be considered
for a vote.

To join the Zoom Webinar
Link: https://bit.ly/3jLzXMy
Webinar ID: 987 0287 1527
Passcode: 127540

For audio only, call 312-626-6799 and
use the ID and Passcode.

Oak Rovers
Monday, Nov. 15 (5:00 pm)
Join us at Willy McCoys (France & Old Shakopee) for half-price hamburgers. Following the
meal (if you choose) we will proceed to Bloomington Artistry Theater for a production of Little
Women. Tickets to be purchased at the door (pay-what-you-can night; regular price $35–
$47.) Call “Gorgeous” George Wasson for McCoys reservations at 952-240-1525.

Sunday, Dec. 12 (2:30 pm)
Some tickets remain for the spectacular Wooddale Christmas Concert, perhaps the best
entertainment value in town at $15 per ticket. Call Mike or Nancy Hoaglund (also gorgeous) at
952-831-5180.
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Our Peace & Global Witness Offering
From the Mission Committee
To let you know, we Oak Grovers donated $1,459 for this special offering of the Presbyterian
Church USA. We have forwarded our 25% of that total to Minnesota Council of Churches for
use in Refugee Resettlement.
For the chance to view the many, MANY ways the other 75% of our dollars combine with
those across the country to promote peace and global witness, peruse here:
www.presbyterianmission.org/what-we-do/
THANK YOU, Oak Grove, for your ongoing commitment to God through Mission giving!

Words are not sufficient to express our gratitude we have for the Oak Grove
Community upon the death of our daughter Linda. God bless you all.
– Leona & Jack Kley

Financial Pledges:
THANK YOU!

Baptism at Oak Grove

Thanks to all who made pledges for Oak
Grove's 2022 calendar year last month. Your
generosity helps us determine our budget and
set our spending goals for the coming year.
If you haven't made your pledge yet, it's never too
late to turn in your pledge card! Otherwise, you can
call the church office at 952-888-4621 or pledge
online at www.oakgrv.org/pledge/.
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Christian Evan Soderlund
child of Paul & Monica Soderlund,
Sunday, October 24, 2021
Sponsors: Jesse Panger & Elaine Soderlund

SLT Scholars

S

an Lucas Toliman is a small Mayan
town in the highlands of Guatemala.
The town has a population of about
14,000. The main work in the community is
harvesting coffee. By United Nations standards,
the majority of the people live in poverty or
extreme poverty.
Many children who finish primary school don't
continue on to secondary school, because of
the expense involved. Parents have to pay fees
in all local secondary schools.
San Lucas Toliman (SLT) Scholars is a local organization whose mission is to give good
students the opportunity to continue to study after they finish primary school (6th grade).
Below is a letter of thanks and gratitude from one of the students, Juanita Adamaris Ajpuac
Sicay, who is sponsored by Oak Grove.

Dear sponsors Oak Grove Church,
I will be talking to you about my family, school activities, and others. We are all
enjoying good health, thank God. Every day, I am grateful to Our Creator for life
and health. I share with you that we are living in a difficult time, due to the
pandemic of COVID-19. We have met friendships and people have lost their
lives and they have gone with Our Lord, due to the pandemic.
We are still studying at home, and we are following the health measures. I want
to thank you very much for the help that you have been providing to me, and it
has been very important for my family and for me. I tell you that we are finishing
the second unit. I pray to God bless and keep you safe.
From the bottom of my heart, I pray to God that Dennis recovers well and we
hope that he will be with us one more time. I pray to God that His mighty hand
does not depart from him and that He sends with us one more time to our country,
and our town will be very grateful to you for all the work that each one of you do.
Without your contribution, we cannot make our dreams and goals come true.
I tell you that they have given me some dogs and its color is black and white.
They are very small, but they are very fun. I love you very much.
I bid you farewell for now,
Your sponsored friend, Juanita Adamaris Ajpuac Sicay

NOVEMBER 2021
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Clearwater Forest Memories
Submitted by Cathy Colborn

M

ost of my memories of Clearwater
Forest would be from the annual
fall Woodcutting work project. I
started going in 1995 when my daughter was
just 18 months old. At that time, we would
cut, split and stack wood in many different
locations within the campground for the camp
to use in their fireplaces. Older children
would take care of younger children while
adults worked, and they’d spend hours
exploring the local woods. Such a wonderful
education for a child. I also learned the skills
necessary to handle and maintain a chain
saw and appreciate those willing teachers.
In the past, we stayed in Osprey House, a
large cabin that’s now been razed. We are
looking forward to the newly rebuilt Osprey
house in the future and the memories we will
make there. Our free time was spent gathering
around the outdoor fireplace eating s’mores,
taking in water sports, playing ping pong, and
walking the many beautiful trails throughout
the camp.

“

Community in a gorgeous
setting… love… laughter
with friends… taking in all
that nature offers. This is
Clearwater.

Wildlife abounds at Clearwater with numerous
sightings of eagles, ospreys, great horned
owls, deer, many smaller rodents and birds,
and most excitedly for me, otters! As Osprey
awaits a rebirth, we are currently either
camping on our own at the different
campsites on the grounds or staying in other
Clearwater facilities. It’s a beautiful location to
enjoy the natural setting. It’s quiet and peaceful.
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These days we work in teams using a wood
splitter and stacking what we produce at
one centralized location. While that sounds
technical, it’s very communal. If the weather’s
fine, each team gets into a rhythm and work
goes smoothly and time flies. We experience
great camaraderie and laughter. If the weather’s
not so great, we all commiserate together
and keep working to get the job done. While
everyone prefers the golden autumn,
sunshiny Saturdays, the service we provide
to the camp is irreplaceable, and greatly
appreciated. It’s a great feeling to be part of a
committed group of people who want to help
our synod’s church camp.
It feels like home when I arrive, and many of
my deepest friendships have been born of
this project at this place. Whether you can lift
one piece or one hundred, please consider
joining our lively crew. We can always use
more hands to help and the gifts you offer will
always be enough!

Through the years I’ve attended the youth
and intergenerational retreats a few times,
but it’s the women’s retreats that hold more
memories at Clearwater for me. The themes
and faces change slightly from year to year,
but the genuine sense of community is
always there. We chat and laugh together, eat
together, craft and play games in a beautiful

Clearwater Forest Memories: continued
environment. Some will venture outside,
some choose not. It’s over far too fast and I
always look forward to next year.
Finally, while I’ve never attended a summer
camp at Clearwater, my daughter did every
year from 2001–2013, with the last two years
as a camp counselor. My memories revolve
more around the exciting time of dropping off
a child at a camp with a wonderful reputation,
and then picking her up on the next weekend.
She was always a bit tired, but happy and
relaxed, and the final worship service was
emotional and beautiful to witness. It was
obvious to me that she had just experienced
a great week of learning, fun and games in a
safe, secure Christian environment.
Clearwater throughout its history has had its
share of couples who find love, and my
daughter was lucky enough to meet her
husband while working on staff. Her wedding
at Clearwater was beautiful due in no small
part to the setting we are so blessed to have.

Please consider donating to the Oak Grove
Clearwater Forest Capital Campaign by going
to the Oak Grove website and clicking on the
donate button, or by contributing to Clearwater
Forest during the upcoming Alternative
Christmas Marketplace.

Community in a gorgeous setting… love…
laughter with friends… taking in all that
nature offers. This is Clearwater.
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Financial$
Submitted by Sue Greimel, Treasurer
Through
September 30
Income YTD
Expense YTD
Income – Exp

2021
Actuals

Budget

$551,453
$566,148
($14,695)

Act vs Budg
Fav/(Unfav)

$551,214
$613,993
($62,779)

2020
Actuals

$239
$47,845
$48,085

$547,584
$556,770
($9,186)

Financial Summary: September Income was $21K lower than budget, while expenses were
under by $10.1K (Personnel $4.6K, Mission $3.8K, Green $0.8K, Children’s $0.6K). The overall
yearly deficit of $14.7K is $48.1K better than expected and will be covered by previous years’
surpluses and investment gains.

Significant Anniversaries: 1, 5, 10, 20, 25, 30+ years
Ann & Bob Traeder
(25 years on Nov. 2)

Larry & Priscilla Pearson
(40 years on Nov. 28)

Bev & Bob Heise
(56 years on Nov. 19)

Jeanne & Rick Wahtera
(41 years on Nov. 29)

Patty & Ron Nail
(38 years on Nov. 25)

Dave & Paula Johnson
(36 years on Nov. 30)

Basement Restoration Update
Submitted by Bob Gerdes
member of Building & Operations Committee and Basement Restoration Team

Work is continuing on restoring the lower level of the church after the great flood last spring.
Installation of plasterboard has been completed. Plumbers and electricians have been making
progress. Work coming up involves tile installation and other finishing work.
Many decisions need to be made on paint colors, and carpet choices. We are looking forward
to moving the project forward and making the lower level usable again.
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Condolences to Family and
Friends of:
Linda Blair passed away on Oct. 6 at 61 years.
Jan Ahlquist’s sister, JoAnn Leonard, passed away
Oct. 14 at 83 years.
Karen Alonzi’s uncle, Boyd Koch, passed away Oct. 19
at 93 years.
Al Greimel’s mother, Dawn Greimel, passed away
Oct. 20 at 87 years.

November Birthdays
If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have
that information or you requested that your name not appear.
Important (1–21) and significant (85+) birthdays
are listed in parentheses.
2: Alice Hawks (93), Sonya Butler,
Brian Enderlein, Bob Heise

15: Brayton Montcho (5), Barb Skogland

3: Ginny Mitchell

17: Shawn Wimberly

5: David Wilkens (19), Marilyn Eidem,
Carol Osweiler, Cassie Snyder

18: Terrie Hall, Randy Johnson,
Gary Rossow

6: Leah Meyer
7: Frank Kelly (3)

16: Dan Olson, Frank Uvodich

20: Liam Sowers (12), Julie Andert

8: Makree Cham (7), Dan Mitchell

21: Hudson Knapp (3), Lila Netten (85),
Mitzi Pickard (96)

9: Aiden Krentz (3), Carol Long

22: Liz Metzler, Ella Snyder

10: Evan Wilkens (17)

23: Adam Wilkens

11: George Bemis

26: Gus Gillies

12: Kathy Hansen, Cody Hendricks

28: Natalie Myers (14), LeRoy Horn

13: Karyn Arazi

29: Maxine Engberg (96),
Isabelle Wideman (98), Jan Carter

14: Bev Carroll (88), Paige Ferguson,
Elise Kelly

30: Dick Fields, Jeanne Goodwin
NOVEMBER 2021
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Adult Faith Formation
SUNDAYS: 11:15 am to Noon

WEDNESDAYS: 7–8:00 pm

Please join us each Sunday morning for
interesting and informative presentations
designed to expand our minds and grow our
faith.

Please join us on Nov. 3, 10 and 17 as
we view some videos together and share
discussion. All adults are welcome to join.

To join the Zoom Meeting
Link: https://bit.ly/3yS9v93
Meeting ID: 871 4123 8835
Passcode: 383326

Nov. 3: Our first video will be a TED
interview with the founders of Black Lives
Matter, Alicia Garza, Patrisse Cullors and
Opal Tometi.

TED Interview: https://bit.ly/3pPccXZ
You may be interested to read the PCUSA
statement:
https://www.pcusa.org/bearingwitness/

For audio only, call 312-626-6799 and
use the ID and Passcode.
Nov. 7: Linda Thompson will present Tai Chi
for balance and arthritis. Linda is Mary Pol’s
Tai Chi teacher and comes highly
recommended. She will lead us through
some seated exercises that are easy to do at
home. This will be an excellent introduction
to this ancient practice!
Nov. 14: Pastor Bart and the Re-Entry Team
will facilitate a virtual Town Hall Meeting.
Where do we go from here? This will be a
time that we share our plans moving forward
and where you can share your thoughts, too.
Nov. 21: Dr. Bruce Forbes, Professor Emeritus
of Religious Studies at Morningside College
will present on the real story of Thanksgiving.
Nov. 28: Virtual coffee hour. On this Sunday
after Thanksgiving, we look forward to catching
up with one another on Zoom.
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The Nov. 10 and 17 video topics will be
communicated via the reminder sent out on
Wednesday mornings.

To join the Zoom Meeting

Link: https://bit.ly/3CtUDjB
Meeting ID: 816 2292 7853
Passcode: 050352

For audio only, call 312-626-6799 and
use the ID and Passcode.

Dakota Perspectives on the Protestant Missionaries:
Saturday, Nov. 13 (1–3:30 pm) has been cancelled

D

akota Perspectives on the Christian
Missionaries originally scheduled
for the Pond House has been
cancelled as some of the presenters are
dealing with family health issues.
Instead, the Pond House will host house
tours and tours of the property and valley
trails (1-4:00 pm).

Fellowship Opportunities
Men’s Fellowship: Nov. 2

Singles Fellowship: Nov. 8

First Tuesday at Noon

Second Monday at 5:00 pm

Join us for "Burgers ‘n’ Brew" at Zeke's
Place (7700 W Old Shakopee Rd). This
event pairs young(er) and old(er) men for a
time of fellowship while enjoying lunch. Pick
up someone who needs a ride and develop
new friendships.

Singles Fellowship is a group of single
adults who get together at Zeke's Place
(7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) for socialization
and support. No need to RSVP.

Soul Sisters: Nov. 8

Ladies Who Lunch: Nov. 17

Second Monday at 7:00 pm

Third Wednesday at Noon

We will gather at church (Oak room) for a
time to check in and share fellowship and
support. No RSVP is needed.

We will meet on Bev Heise’s porch (9850
Colorado Rd), weather permitting, to discuss
"The Book of Longings" by Sue Monk Kidd.

Questions? Please contact Pastor Mary at
mkoon@oakgrv.org.

Questions? Please Contact Bev at 612-670-2812.

Questions? Please contact Jane Jacobson
at 612-267-9068.

Men’s Prayer Breakfast: Nov. 4, 11 & 18
Every Thursday at 7:30 am
Join other Oak Grove men for a time of fellowship while enjoying breakfast. The group
meets weekly at Denny's (4209 American Blvd W, Bloomington 55437).
NOVEMBER 2021
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Give to the Max: Thursday, Nov. 18!
This November, kick off your holiday season
by taking part in Give to the Max Day.
Minnesotans are known for their generosity,
so it’s no surprise that in the past ten years,
we have donated over 250 million dollars to
our favorite Minnesota non-profits on Give
to the Max Day. And when you donate here
on Nov. 18, your causes might earn an extra
gift from this year's $100,000 prize pool!
So, mark your calendar and take part in
Give to the Max Day this November. It’s
easy to do! Go to GiveMN.org and search
for Oak Grove Presbyterian Church along
with all your other favorite local charities and
help make a difference.
You can even go to GiveMN.org today and
schedule your donations. Thank you!

2021 Alternative Christmas Marketplace Coming Soon!
Once again, your Mission Committee is inviting members
and friends of Oak Grove to join together as a compassionate
community of faith and demonstrate our commitment to
loving ALL GOD’S PEOPLE worldwide and changing lives
wherever we can.
This year’s Alternative Christmas Marketplace booklet will
be mailed the week of Nov. 15. It will include everything
you need to select those items you wish to purchase to
honor family and friends. What a wonderful way for you to
make your choices quietly and prayerfully in the comfort of
your own home. Simply return the order form and payment
in the provided envelope to Oak Grove by Friday, Dec. 3.

Click image for Oak Grove
article in Presbyterian News!
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Last year, your generous contributions totaled more than
$11,000 and we were able to send $9,400 of that to the
Presbyterian Mission Agency. “Loving God… Changing
Lives!” in other parts of the world.

