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Are we there yet?

T

his is the familiar refrain coming from the
backseat early in a long trip that no parent wants
to hear. I admit, that over the last several
months, I have been the kid in the back seat asking, “are
we there yet?” Wondering, over and over again, if we are
at the point where we are “there.” Have we finally arrived?
The “there” I am referring to is something called “normal.”
Are we back to normal? Are we back to doing the things
the way we used to do all the things? I am so eager to
have things be the way they once were, we all are. But
friends, we are not there yet, and I’m not sure that we
want to get there.
What I mean by that, is that it may not be a good thing or
possible to go back to old patterns and the former
“normal.” One thing the last 16 months did for nearly every
faith community is it forced them to change. We knew we
could not function in the same way we had. Some of
those changes were small and some were major. As we
realized that we were moving from a small interruption
to a major disruption we knew that we would have to
continue to be nimble and flexible. We got Zoom accounts
and figured out how to livestream worship. We figured
out clever ways to connect even as we were physically
distant. We held drive-by parties. In short, we innovated
because we had no choice.
Many people who study churches and culture are suggesting
that we will never get back to our old normal, and that if a
faith community plans to try to recapture what it was
before, it will be left behind. Attendance patterns and
means of engagement will change. Digital presence will
no longer be an add-on or afterthought in ministry. A state
of flux has replaced stability and certainty.
ARTICLE CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 >>

Opportunities for Worship
this Summer at Oak Grove
9 am: In-person outdoor worship in the
parking lot (please bring a mask & chair)
10:15 am: Limited in-person indoor
worship & livestreamed from
the sanctuary
(masked & socially distanced)

See page 12 for more details!
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Oak Grove Flood Update #4
by Bob Gerdes
member of Building & Operations Committee and Basement Restoration Team

I

n the last three issues of Oak Leaves,
we reported that we were patiently
waiting for an agreement between
Lindstrom Contractors and our insurance
company, Brotherhood Mutual. To repeat our
predicament, Ryan, our representative from
Lindstrom, has indicated that he is having a
difficult time receiving commitments from
subcontractors to complete the restorative
work at Oak Grove.

finalized the agreement to begin restoring the
lower level. Sue Greimel, our session
appointed project manager, will be signing
the agreement in several days and work
should begin as early as mid-August.
We are all looking forward to beginning this
restoration. Thanks for your patience.

After waiting for several months, we have
some good news. On July 14, we met for a
second time with Lindstrom Construction and

PASTOR BART CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

There is a piece of advice often given to
pastors entering a new ministry setting, and
in my previous two congregations, I followed
this advice. This advice is, “Try your hardest
not to change how anything is done for your
first year.” Well, I’ve already gone against
that advise several times, because we had
no choice.
It will be important that as we continue to
emerge from the pandemic that we retain,
as much as possible, the ability to adapt,
innovate, and to ask good questions. Change
is hard, but it will be important that we continue
to be flexible. Trust me, I know that sounds
exhausting. We have already been through a
lot of change and continue to change as we
navigate this new reality and a lot of us are
tired.
One of the things that I am certain of is that
the future will still have some level of being
unpredictable and uncertain. The need to
continue to pivot will be a feature of doing
ministry in the world. We will need to continue

to experiment and try things in different
ways from before. We will continue to ask
questions like:
•

How do we meet people where they are,
so they don’t have to be in the building to
be a part of the ministry of Oak Grove?

•

How do we ensure all people can be
involved in ministry, whether online or
in person?

•

How can we meet the needs of our
community and neighbors?

•

What have we learned, and what do we
need to learn?

•

How are people grieving or hurting, and
what can we do to help them?

No matter what we do (or don’t do), or no
matter how we do it – whether in former
ways, or new ways – I look forward to asking
the questions and figuring it out together.
In Christ,
Bart
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Woodcutting at Clearwater Forest

J

oin us on Saturday, October 9 at
Clearwater Forest for Oak Grove’s
annual woodcutting event. What can
you expect? A lot of fun, fresh air, fellowship
and hard work. This is an event for all ages
with many regular Oak Grovers returning
every year and youth are especially welcome.

can treat this event as an introduction to the
property to see the opportunities for young
camp attendees, a full weekend to hike, bike,
kayak, swim and fish. If interested in going
and/or knowing more information please
contact Carrie Wilkens at 952-240-5022 (cell)
or carriewilkens@comcast.net. Thank you!

As always, the benefits of going to Clearwater
Camp are more than splitting wood for annual
Clearwater visitors and campers. Families

–Carrie Wilkens,
lover of all things Clearwater

Clearwater Forest Scholarship Fund
I would like to express my appreciation to everyone who sponsored
me at the Lake 2 Lake 50 Mile Bike Tour on Saturday, July 10,
2021. The ride helps fund scholarships for kids to come to camp.
Through your generous donations, I was able to raise $3,250 for
the Clearwater Forest Scholarship Fund which puts the grand total
after 18 years at more than $43,000. I look forward to your support
at next year’s Bike Tour. Again, I say Thank You!
–Don Alman
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Ride4Reparations Bike Tour

O

ak Grovers are invited to participate
in a bicycle tour (approximately 15
miles) around Minneapolis on Saturday,
August 21, 2021, when Ride4Reparations
(R4R) tours the history of how housing
segregation developed in Minneapolis. The
ride will be a real-world re-creation of
the TPT special "Jim Crow of the North"
which described how racial covenants
were used to keep anyone but whites out
of neighborhoods.
That special was based on the work of the
Mapping Prejudice Project of the University

of Minnesota. Penny Peterson, the cofounder and a leader of that project, will be
our guide as we trace the history of these
covenants.
As a social justice project Ride4Reparations
supports agencies that work to improve the
lives of Black Americans. We are suggesting
a $75 donation—pay what you can, pay more
if you like—which will pay ride expenses and
support Northside Achievement Zone (NAZ).
For more information, please visit
ride4reparations.org.

Music Concert: Sunday, September 19
Mark your calendars for Sunday, September 19 at 4:00 p.m. A talented trio of women,
CeCe Klueh, Jessi McKinnon, and Emma Wasko, will be in concert singing music of
the Wailin’ Jennies, Andrew Sisters, and Musical Theater. More details coming in the
September Oak Leaves. Stay tuned!

Men's Fellowship: Tuesday, August 3 (noon)
Join us for "Burgers ‘n’ Brew" the first Tuesday of the month at Zeke's Place (7700 W Old
Shakopee Rd, Bloomington). This event pairs young(er) and old(er) men for a time of fellowship
while enjoying lunch. Pick up someone who needs a ride and develop new friendships.
AUGUST 2021
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Clearwater Memories
by Greg Johnson

I

have great memories of Presbyterian
Clearwater Forest, which are many
and varied. I have been attending the
Oak Grove Men’s Retreat for many years
and was the leader of the retreat with Bob
Nesbitt and Bob Gerdes several times. It was
a fabulous time to be with the Bobs, driving
up and back from the retreat. The retreats
were always a ‘treat’, with interesting and
diverse leaders.

tutelage of Ron Clark, and when we finished
with a building, we chopped off a branch of
the leaning tree (which was leaning into Lake
Clearwater), and attached it to the roof as a
topping off ceremony. Our daughter Alexandra
attended camp in the summer and made
many friends. And I was a chaperone one
year for the high schoolers from Oak Grove.
One last memory, Linda and I camped at
Loon Point for the wedding of Jan and Terry
Hauser.
The hiking trails are a huge part of our visits.
There are many and they have recently been
marked by new signage, created by a local
boy scout.

My wife Linda and I have been attending the
Oak Grove Intergenerational Retreat for
almost as many years. This is an opportune
time to get to know fellow Oak Grover’s. It is
very much a family weekend, and is largely
unstructured, leaving one to have time away
from the hubbub of the big city life, and also
to commune with nature.
Next is the Oak Grove woodcutting weekend,
where we split wood, which is used during
cold weather in the various fireplaces at
Clearwater. It is also a family event, with
adults and children to help with the chores at
hand. It is also a time when the
glorious fall colors are in full display.
I was involved in the construction of some of
the camper cabins. We worked under the
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Last but not least, nature is another attraction.
Many of the places at Clearwater have been
named for wildlife: Camp Chickadee, Loon
Point, camper cabins (Owl, Wood Duck, Oriole,
Blue Jay, Robin, Vireo, Falcon, and Great
Blue Heron), Eagle Lodge and Osprey House
(which has been razed for a new structure). I
have enjoyed the deer, porcupine, eagles
(there’s an eagle’s nest on the property), and
many other birds.
Finally, my father’s name is Mayo Eau Claire
Johnson. Eau Claire is French for ‘clear
water’. So, my connection to ‘clearwater’
goes back to my birth. Thank you, Oak
Grove, for loving and caring for this special
place.
Please consider donating to the Oak Grove
Clearwater Forest Capital Campaign fund by
going to oakgrv.org and clicking on the
donate button.

Voter Suppression is a Social Justice Issue!
Note: This is the sixth article on voting rights from the Social Justice Committee.

S

ince the beginning of democracy,
which historians suggest goes back to
500 BC Greece, there have been
challenges. For a democracy to survive,
citizens must be well informed and willing to
participate in their governance.
The Presbyterian Church governance is a
democracy that influenced our constitution.
Just as our church has struggled with social
issues that created rifts and separations, so
too has our nation struggled. The problem is
based on the absence of commonly held
truths. People are influenced in many ways
and with the Internet, those influences have
multiplied. So, how does a democracy
survive when citizens believe convincing lies
rather than researching to seek truth? And
where are trustworthy sources of truth?
Suppressing the vote of people without similar
beliefs or concerns as those in power has
been done since America's beginning. There
has always been a battle of the less fortunate
against those who benefit from the status
quo. An excellent book to help you understand
this struggle in the United States is Howard
Zinn's book “A People's History of the United
States”. It provides an excellent context for
understanding where we've been as a nation
and why we still face challenges.
Voter suppression is just one way privileged
people have protected their interests in our
society. The news has reported on the current
rush by some states to enact laws to make it
more difficult for classes of people who usually
vote for Democrats to vote. The Brennen
Center (referenced in previous articles)
reported in May, that some states “have
already enacted more than 20 laws this year
that will make it harder for Americans to vote,
and many legislatures are still in session”.
“The For the People Act, passed by the

House and now awaiting action in the Senate,
would block many state restrictions that have
been or may soon be enacted into law.”
Senate Republicans have used the filibuster
to stop this bill, from being adopted.
The authors of the proposed laws claim voter
fraud justifies the laws and restrictions they
imposed on voting. Since election fraud is a
crime, one only need research how many
cases led to convictions. The Brennen Center
did that this year and found “voter fraud is
exceedingly rare”. The privileged will do anything they can to maintain control to protect
their wealth and power, including hyping hot
button issues to attract supporters.
The current hot button issue is “critical race
theory”, a term coined deliberately to raise
fear and distrust. The word “critical” generally
associated with dire consequences and
“theory”, which connotes “unproven”, to
alarm and raise fear that schools are trying to
distort history. Of course, the opposite is true.
So, where does one get the truth? The clear
answer is from reliable sources; people and
organizations with no vested interests in
distorting the facts. We must think critically
about organizations whose efforts seek to
discredit reliable sources like government
professionals and independent news agencies.
According to a study by the PEW Research
Center, trust in government has plummeted
from three-fourths of citizens trusting in
government to do the right thing in the late
1950s, to less than one-fourth.
So, who should we trust? The answer is people
without a vested interest in the issue who
have qualified credentials and a positive
track record.
ARTICLE CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 >>
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VOTER SUPPRESSION CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

This is what we do normally to address our
problems. With the Internet, it is even easier.
For health and medical advice, check the
CDC and Mayo Clinic. For political decisions,
research party platforms, candidate websites

on the issues, independent news sources
like PBS and MPR. Finding the truth requires
effort, but effort is necessary to protect our
democracy.

Financial$
by Sue Greimel, Treasurer
2021

Through
June 30
Income YTD

Actuals

Budget

$432,806
$381,450
$51,355

Expense YTD
Income – Exp

Act vs Budg
Fav/(Unfav)

$381,303
$397,956
($16,653)

2020
Actuals

$51,503
$16,506
$68,009

$424,809
$375,868
$48,941

Financial Summary: June Income was $10.3K lower than budget, while expenses were over
by $16.9K (Personnel $11K [Pastor Moving Expenses weren’t planned until July], Building &
Ops $6K [Parking lot maintenance & Elevator toe guard]). The overall yearly surplus of
$51.4K is $68K better than expected! Note that Mission is currently under-running by $5.4K
due to COVID impact on Homework Connection.

Baptisms at Oak Grove Presbyterian
Penelope Cora Johnson

Caden Joshua Hendricks

child of Ashley & Josh
Sunday, July 11, 2021
Sponsors: Cody & Jenn Hendricks

child of Cody & Jenn Hendricks,
Sunday, July 11, 2021
Sponsors: Ashley & Josh Johnson

Ada Isabelle Mee
child of Anne & Mike
Sunday, July 25, 2021

Significant Anniversaries: 1, 5, 10, 20, 25, 30, 40, 50+ years
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Jim & Karen Lignell
(56 years on August 6)

Don & Candy Alman
(25 years on August 17)

Dick & Marilyn Twete
(59 years on August 12)

Dan & Ginny Mitchell
(61 years on August 27)
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Condolences to Family and
Friends of:
Jane Lund died June 26 at 68 years.
Jody Milton’s nephew, Neil Cullen, died July 7 at 51 years.
Mary Koon’s uncle, Bob Tritsch, died July 13 at 95 years.
Don Dunham died July 17 at 90 years.
Yvonne Wentz died July 22 at 80 years.
Erin Peterson, friend of Oak Grove, died July 24 at 13 years.

August Birthdays
If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have
that information or you requested that your name not appear.
Important (1–21) and significant (85+) birthdays
are listed in parentheses.
1: Claire Diller (8), Marsha Pridgeon,
Tod Short
2: Naana Ofori-Atta, Cecilia Laurie,
Sharon Fields
3: Karen Gerdes
4: Leslie Jones
6: Don Wagner
7: Lisa Sheff, David Hansen,
Jane Jacobson
8: Jason Chimchirian, Priscilla Cross
9: Susan Thomforde, Dick Lawson
10: Gordon Beattie (96), Ann Traeder,
Don Alman
11: Kylie Borchardt (16), Don Olson (88),
Elsie Clark (94)
13: Georgia May
14: Paul St. Martin

16: Ator Cham (8), Jan Peterson (89),
Jan Zeiszler
19: Diana Christopherson, Bob Sands
20: Finn Elbert (8), Freda Williams
21: Jack Glausser (15), Tom Mielke
22: Ezra Lassiter (1)
23: Mindy Schroeder
24: Anna Ahlquist

25: Sean Kelly, Lisa LaPointe, Judy Cooper
27: Edna Lorsbach (94), Jeff Williamson
28: Ethan Sowers (5)
29: Roger Ebeling (86), Nancy Katchel (88),
Greg Johnson
30: Harriet Kelly (6), Shannon Hauger,
Bob Gerdes
31: Laurie Leonard, Milissa Carter,
Jane Aitken
AUGUST 2021
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Outdoor Worship & Church Picnic at Moir Park

W

e are excited to be together for
our traditional summer worship
and picnic at Moir Park on Sunday,
August 15. Worship will begin at 10:30 am
followed by the picnic.

may be ordered by calling the church office
(952-888-4621). We hope to see you there!

Please plan to bring a picnic lunch (utensils,
too!) and drinks to share with your family. If
you prefer, box lunches will be available for
purchase for $10 but need to be ordered and
paid for by August 9. The lunch will include a
turkey sandwich, pasta salad, chips, a cookie, trail mix and a bottle of water. Box lunches

Singles Fellowship

S

ingles Fellowship is a group of single
adults who get together at Zeke's
(7700 W Old Shakopee Rd) the second
Monday of each month for socialization and
support. No need to RSVP.
Also, mark your calendar for the following
outdoor concerts. Be sure to bring a chair
and they all have food trucks!

Maetzold Amphitheater (7499 France Ave S,
Edina).
Friday, August 20 (7:00 pm): featuring
the rock and roll band American Bootleg at
Lakefront Park (5000 Kop Pkwy SE, Prior Lake).
Questions? Please contact Jane Jacobson at
612-267-9068.

Sunday, August 8 (6:00 pm for pre-band
festivities | 8:30 pm torchlight concert):
featuring the John Philip Sousa Band at

Ladies Who Lunch
Please join us Wednesday, August 18 at noon on Bev Heise’s porch (9850 Colorado Rd,
55438) to discuss the poetry book, The World Will Follow Joy by Alice Walker. For more
information, please reach out to Bev at 612-670-2812.
September book selection:
Sept. 15: Caste: The Origin of our Discontents by Isabel Wilkerson
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VEAP/Pancake Fundraiser

T

hank you once again for helping us
exceed our previous totals for VEAP
as the result of a successful 4th of
July Pancake breakfast held on Saturday,
July 3. About 225 of you donated 206 pounds
of food and $4,142.70… children attending
brought in their donations of $14.70.

have all made it possible over these years for
us to donate over $30,000 to VEAP. Kudos
to the generosity of friends, neighbors, and
Oak Grove friends. Gratitude abounds to the
setup, clean up, and working teams. It takes
a village, friends, and we are lucky to be part
of one. Blessings and Peace to you all…

VEAP was astonished and grateful. You

– Bob & Karen Gerdes
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In-Person Indoor Worship Guidelines/Protocols
The information below details what you need
to know about the in-person indoor worship.
We invite you to familiarize yourself with the
safety protocols and practices in preparation
for in-person worship.
•

Worship will begin at 10:15 am. We ask
anyone with a reservation for indoor
in-person worship to arrive no earlier
than 10:00 am.

•

Reservations for a limited number of
people (about 60) will be required each
Sunday so that we can ensure distancing
in the sanctuary.

•

Reservations can be made each week at
this link www.oakgrv.org/online-rsvp/ or
by calling the church office.

•

Reservations will open each Monday
morning for the upcoming Sunday. (i.e.
Monday, August 2 for Sunday, August 8)

•

We ask anyone coming to the 10:15 am
worship to park in the upper parking lot or
in the “White House” parking lot.

•

Masks and social distancing will be
required for all.

•

Because of the need to distance between
household groups in the sanctuary,
please be prepared not to sit in your
favorite spot!

•

Children will stay in the pew with their
families. There will be no worship bags
or small table up front.

•

There will be no nursery care.

•

After worship, you will be invited to
connect with one another outside.

•

Worship at 10:15 am will continue to
be livestreamed.

Frank Bliss Memorial & Celebration of Life
The Pavilion at Bryant Lake Regional Park (6800 Rowland
Rd, Eden Prairie 55344) is reserved all day on Sunday,
August 8 (1–6:00 pm). It is enclosed and accessible. The
memorial service will be at 4:00 pm. There is a swimming
beach, playground, fishing dock and boats. This is a favorite
park of the Bliss family.
Come and spend as long as you like with friends and family.
Food will be provided, guests can bring fruit, salad and desserts
if desired. Cameron Bliss will make a video celebrating his
dad’s wonderful, joyous life.
Anyone with pictures, videos or recorded thoughts to share
can email Cameron at cameronobrian@gmail.com. Thank you!
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