
For my last Oak Leaves article I have decided to share the top ten things that have 

surprised and delighted me about Oak Grove. 

10. I was not the only left-handed Anne Elizabeth on the staff! Shout out to the 

amazing Anne E. Swenson along with the entire staff.  

9. You love to sing! We used a variety of songs in worship from the musical Wicked 

to the Beatles and the Hallelujah chorus! The choir is amazing and something we 

have all missed. Judy Cooper and Nancy Hauser have kept our music during our 

online time at a very high note! 

8. WoW Dinners are great! We have missed the amazing Wonderful Wednesdays 

dinners, fellowship and study! Thank you to all who participated via Zoom! It will be 

great when you can gather again.  

7. Pastor Mary runs more than she walks! Pastor Mary is amazing but you already 

know that!  

6. You are the first church I have served that has brought in money through your 

electric bill! Thank you, Green Committee, for the Solar panels and solar farm and 

for helping us be mindful of our wonderful creation.  

5. The Monday morning crew can paint well. While we were shut down, the Sanctuary 

and Gideon Pond A, B and C have been painted with colors other than dover white! 

Also, the amazing response from Bob Heise, Bob Gerdes, Al Greimel and Frank 

Uvodich when the Great Basement Flood of March 2021 occurred! 

4. Our Tech and Social Media Crew saved us big time when we went remote. 

Thank you for being there, taking pictures and posting on Facebook and keeping 

our Website up to date. As hard as they worked and as stressed as they were, we 

never missed a beat in getting out the Good Word! 

3. Oak Grove does not just talk about issues, it acts and responds (Loaves & Fishes, 

Oasis, Racial Justice task group, Cornerstone). We can feel good when 28% of the 

monies taken in at Oak Grove goes out beyond our walls for mission. 

2. Oak Grove welcomes all (see the Rainbow and Transgender flags out front, 

Black Lives Matter sign, the flags of origin and the Peace Pole) 

The number one thing that has delighted me about Oak Grove: 

1. It is made up of wonderful caring people who are a joyful, inclusive, compassionate 

community of faith seeking to do justice, act mercifully and walk humbly with our God. 

Thank you for allowing me to travel with you these amazing and memorable 20 months! 

Blessings, 

Pastor Anne 

Transitional Pastor 
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by Bob Gerdes 
member of Building & Operations Committee and 

Basement Restoration Team  

At approximately 12:30 a.m., right after midnight, 

our security cameras detected movement 

near the choir room in the lower level. The 

move detected was water that was moving 

on the floor. The water was coming from the 

water utility room which is next to the choir 

room. 

A two-inch inspection port plug on a check 

valve on the building sprinkler system was 

forced out and a massive amount of water 

followed. Our security system, which would 

have alerted the fire department of an  

emergency, did not send an alarm because 

the breach was not in the sprinkler system. 

The break was right before the sprinkler 

check valve, so the alarm did not go off at 

12:30 a.m. when the flooding began. 

Consequently, the leak was not detected until 

9 a.m. Sunday, March 14 when the staff 

opened the church for our weekly virtual Sunday 

worship. After a quick inspection, Anne Fisher 

called the Fire Department to help turn off the 

main water valve that would stop the rush of 

water into the building. At approximately 9:30 

a.m. the water was turned off by three firemen 

who braved the three-foot, freshwater lake that 

we had in the lower portion of the basement.  

In about nine hours, approximately 130,000 

gallons had found itself into almost every 

room in the basement. The rooms that were 

saved were the preschool room, the gaga pit 

room, and the children’s worship room. The 

water depth at the lowest part of the lower 

level, near the choir room, was nearly three 

feet deep. It was 3–4 inches deep at the  

elevator with the beach near the middle 

school room at the end of the education 

wing. 

At 10 a.m., Bob Heise, chair of the Building & 

Operations committee, made a few phone 

calls and procured the services of Lindstrom 

Restoration Company. A skeleton crew of 

four workers showed up in less than an hour 

with a maximum of eight workers there by 

noon. By the time our virtual service was 

over at around noon, they had the water level 

down to around 2–3 inches in the choir room, 

the lowest part of the lower level. 

For the following two weeks, the mitigation 

efforts were extensive. The workers from 

Lindstrom were there as early as 7 a.m. and 

staying sometimes until 7 p.m. to remove the 

wet stuff and dry up the basement to control 

the formation of mold. 

In addition to removing all of the wet  

contents, all rugs and plasterboard up to four 

feet were removed. Most of the contents  

in the choir room, community room, and  

storage room were water soaked and were 

moved to dumpster. Some one-of-a-kind  

contents were saved and stored for clean-up. 

Judy’s office and choir room suffered extensive 

damage. A team of choir members helped 

Judy go through wet music to determine what 

was to be saved, what was dryable, and what 

needed to be discarded 

On March 20, a team was formed to monitor 

the progress of the restoration and help 

make decisions that are necessary for a 

smooth recovery. Members of the team  

include committee members of the affected 

space: Budget & Finance, Building & Operations, 

Childrens, Deacons, Mission, Worship & Music 

and Youth. They will meet periodically to  

assess the progress of the restorative phase 

and will be making decisions on replacement 

of furniture and decoration issues. 

 

continued next page >> 
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After two weeks of mitigation, Lindstrom 

spent two weeks doing extensive drying of 

the walls and floors. As I am writing this, we 

are entering the fifth week (April 12) and we 

are beginning the restoration portion of the 

project. Currently our insurance company, 

Brotherhood Mutual, is in talks with Lindstrom 

Contractors to agree on a satisfactory cost for 

this phase of the project. We were informed 

that agreement would happen in the coming 

week. Karen Alonzi, chair of the Budget & 

Finance Committee, and Bob Heise, chair of 

the Building & Operations Committee, will be 

signatories of that agreement. 

Complete restoration will take time and we 

are looking at being back in the lower level 

by the end of the summer. We are thankful for 

all volunteers that have helped clean up the 

affected area. Also special thanks to our 

staff, both pastoral and office, who have 

been available during this challenging time. 

Oak Grove Flood Update: continued 

We are so appreciative for the support at our 

youth paper shredding fundraiser on Saturday, 

April 17! So many people both from Oak 

Grove and the Bloomington community 

showed up to recycle paper and donate money 

for our youth Summer Service Experience in 

the Twin Cities this summer. 

More than 3,000 pounds of paper were shredded 

and just short of $2,000 raised. Big thanks to 

ShredRight 4 Good 

and our amazing youth 

volunteers for helping 

us make this event so 

successful. 

Youth Fundraiser 

Session Update 

On April 27, the Session approved paying half the amount (up to $7,500) for a Marimba from 

Special Funds, with the other half coming from designated music funds and memorials. The 

Session also approved $10,000 to go towards landscaping the Columbarium garden area. 

The Session will be receiving future requests from committees for Special Funds in the next 

cycle of requests due July 1. 
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Saturday, April 3 will be remembered by many children and adults as “the best ever.” Many 

youth and adults came to hide the eggs. More than 22 families attended with approximately 60 

adults and children participating. Fantastic weather and many eggs were found by all. Let’s 

do it again!!! 

EGGcelent Hunt!!! 
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The Mission Committee continues to seek 

out opportunities to support black-owned 

businesses and entrepreneurs through microloans 

made through Kiva. This past month, Oak 

Grove along with 84 other co-lenders, made 

a loan to a locally owned business by the 

name of Crosstown Bargains, LLC. Here’s 

part of their story: 

“I grew up in Haiti and I moved to the U.S. as 

an immigrant 20 years ago. Moving to the 

U.S. has given me both a solid education 

and the opportunity to have my own business. 

This is one of the reasons my wife and I are 

inspired to embrace this business venture.” 

Starting as a product re-seller online, the 

company is moving to a physical location at a 

strip mall so that it can expand and sell items 

from overstock companies that are not feasible 

to ship. The purpose of the loan will be to  

acquire store fixtures, two POS (Point of 

Sale) systems, launch a website and get  

inventory in bulk. 

By lenders coming together through Kiva, we 

are able to assist a local immigrant-owned 

business to grow and add local employment. 

Make a loan, change a life… change a  

community! 

Kiva Update: Recent Local Loan 

For approximately 10 years, members of Oak 

Grove have been preparing and serving 

breakfast at the Simpson House overnight 

shelter in south Minneapolis. 

Once again, Simpson House will be hosting 

the 11th Annual Art 4 Shelter, but this year 

as a virtual art sale via their website. The 

event will be held on Wednesday, May 12, 

2021: www.simpsonhousing.org. 

The exhibit and sale will include:  

 5 x 7 pieces of original art works on paper 

by emerging and established artists 

 Ceramic vases, bowls and mugs as well 

as larger pottery items 

 Jewelry 

Take a First View at the Art 4 Shelter virtual 

store on May 11. If you make a donation  

of $100 or more before May 11, you will be 

eligible to shop the Art 4 Shelter store 24 

hours early. 100% of Art 4 Shelter proceeds 

benefit Simpson’s programs. The Art 4 Shelter 

virtual store link will be emailed to you on 

May 11 at noon. 

Simpson House: 11th Annual Art 4 Shelter 

http://www.simpsonhousing.org
https://www.simpsonhousing.org/2021/04/20/art-4-shelter-take-a-first-view/
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My Favorite Things about Clearwater Forest 

by Evan Wilkens 

The text below was transcribed from a recent 

video posted on Oak Grove’s Facebook page. 

Hi I’m Evan Wilkens, I’ve been going to 

Clearwater for seven years and I’m here to 

tell you my story. 

One of my favorite things is that it is not a city 

yet has the comforts of home and I get to be 

outdoors. You can kayak, mountain bike, canoe 

and be in the outdoors, which I really appreciate. 

Every single night during the summer camp 

there are many activities which every kid  

enjoys, like gaga ball and four square. There 

is swimming even though it’s like totally cold. 

It’s still a blast to jump in or a total blast to hit 

a ball around in a small arena and it’s always 

fun to have a slushy while talking to friends. 

Another special thing about Clearwater… it’s 

not just summer camp, I also do woodcutting 

in the fall which is not only helpful to the 

camp but incredibly fun. Who knew that 

chopping wood all day could be fun, but 

throwing things around and lifting wood all 

day can be a pretty good time. 

I just really enjoy Clearwater. I love the  

environment; the people and the community. 

I like almost every single aspect about it. You 

can’t really go wrong with Clearwater. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to listen to 

Evan and his story about his favorite things 

about Clearwater. If you like his story, please 

consider donating to the Oak Grove Clearwater 

Forest Capital Campaign in 2021 to help 

make improvements to the camp. 

The theme for our local campaign at Oak 

Grove is “Tell Us Your Clearwater Story”. If 

you are able to, please consider helping Oak 

Grove reach its commitment by making a  

donation through the “Donation Tab” on the 

OGPC website. If you have your own stories 

to add and want to share them, we would 

LOVE to hear them. Please contact the 

church office. Thank you. – Carrie Wilkens 

OAK LEAVES 
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Note: This is the third article on voting rights 

from the Social Justice Committee. 

If you've read the first two articles on voter 

suppression in the March and April Oak 

Leaves, you've learned that Presbyterians 

support fair elections and oppose tactics that 

have been used to suppress the votes of  

minority groups. 

The Electoral College, which was established 

to protect slavery, as the Brennen Center for 

Justice explains, continues to disenfranchise 

minorities and enables the election of presidents 

who have lost the popular vote by millions. 

A Brookings Institute report explains: “In the 

20th century there were 25 presidential elections 

and none of them resulted in an Electoral 

College winner who lost the popular vote. 

However, in the five presidential elections of 

the 21st century, two ended up with the winner 

of the popular vote losing the Electoral  

College. In 2000, Vice President Al Gore won 

the popular vote against Governor George 

W. Bush by 543,895. After a long battle in 

Florida, and a narrow Supreme Court ruling, 

Bush was awarded the state narrowly, giving 

him all Florida's Electoral College votes and 

national victory of 271 to 266 electoral votes 

over Al Gore. In 2016, the results were even 

more dramatic. Hillary Clinton won the popular 

vote by 2,868,686, yet lost the Electoral College 

vote: 304 for Trump and 227 for Clinton.” 

The major problem with the Electoral College 

is that a state gets the same number of electoral 

votes regardless of turnout in elections and 

since 48 states assign electoral votes on the 

basis of “winner take all” this makes voter 

suppression more effective. 

Voter suppression was key in electing 

George W. Bush and Donald Trump. The  

Interstate Voter Cross Check scheme, 

purged millions of legitimate voters from voter 

registration lists. When people came to vote, 

they were given provisional ballots, which 

were not counted unless the voter later  

provided satisfactory documentation to voting 

officials within a specified time, which most 

people failed to do. An excellent video produced 

by investigative reporter Greg Palast, “The 

Best Democracy Money Can Buy,” explains 

how the 2016 election was rigged. 

“The Electoral College for presidential selection 

imposes another uneven burden on an even 

larger majority of the population, and seems 

to be an undemocratic anachronism...” (from 

“Lift Every Voice” Democracy, Voting Rights 

and Electoral Reform approved by the 218th 

General Assembly of PC (USA). 

Why the Electoral College Encourages Voter Suppression 

After the winter hiatus we are resuming our "Burger ‘n’ Brew" at Zeke's Place (7700 W Old 
Shakopee Rd, Bloomington), in the parking lot, weather permitting, on Tuesday, May 4 at 
noon. 

This event pairs young(er) and old(er) men for a time of fellowship while enjoying lunch. Pick 
up someone who needs a ride and develop new friendships. 

Burger 'n' Brew Men's Fellowship at Zeke's 

https://www.oakgrv.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/March-2021-Oak-Leaves.pdf
https://www.oakgrv.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/April-2021-Oak-Leaves.pdf
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/general-assembly-studies-reinforce-importance-of-voting/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/general-assembly-studies-reinforce-importance-of-voting/
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/electoral-colleges-racist-origins
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/electoral-colleges-racist-origins
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/fixgov/2020/12/09/how-to-get-rid-of-the-electoral-college/
https://www.salon.com/2017/01/10/the-massive-election-rigging-scandal-the-media-ignored_partner/
https://www.gregpalast.com/election-stolen-heres/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greg_Palast
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/wp-content/uploads/votingrights1.pdf
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Scammers Collect $3.3 Billion in 2020 

by Karen Alonzi of PAR3/I.T. 

A lot of people don't worry about scams 

thinking, "Why would anyone target ME?" 

The answer is that thanks to automation, it's 

easy to cast a wide net. A computer can spit 

out thousands of fake phishing emails per hour to 

random addresses, or fake text messages to  

randomly generated phone numbers. 

Scammers were able to rake in a record-

breaking $3.3 BILLION dollars this past year. 

Here are a few steps you can take to prevent 

scams. 

Re-using passwords puts your loved 

ones at risk. 

Say you use the same password everywhere. If 

one account is hacked, the criminals then 

have the password for all of your accounts. 

They can then send messages from your 

email or Facebook account, pretending to be 

you and preying upon your friends and family. 

By re-using passwords, you put all of your 

loved ones at risk. 

Use a different password on every account 

and keep a record of all your passwords in 

one place, such as in a spreadsheet or use a 

free password app such as KeePass. 

Always be wary. Always! 

A general rule of thumb is, "If a message 

raises your heart rate, be wary." Most scammers 

want to generate a sense of urgency and 

prompt you to take action before you calm 

down and start asking questions. 

Be wary of any message that starts with "You 

won!" or "Your account will be locked  

unless..." or some variation. Even if the message 

appears to be from a legitimate source, take 

the time to look up the contact information in 

your personal records and call to confirm the 

news before you take any further action. Do 

not talk to any unsolicited caller on the 

phone. Do not reply to any unsolicited text 

message or email without first taking steps to 

verify the message. 

Never give out your PIN, social security number, 

bank account, or credit card information  

unless you initiated contact. And if someone 

suggest you send them a gift card (which are 

anonymous and untraceable), it’s probably a 

scam. 

Put roadblocks in place. 

Here are a few simple rules to set up and 

technologies to put in place today to protect 

yourself in the years ahead: 

Ask Experian, Equifax and TransUnion to 

freeze your credit history. You must then 

"unfreeze" your credit before you can apply 

and be approved for more credit, but this  

prevents identity thieves from taking out 

credit cards and loans in your name. 

Ask your phone service provider about call-

blocking tools you can use to protect your 

phone number. Most mobile phone services 

have free call-blocking apps. 

Don't answer phone calls from numbers you 

don't recognize - even if it appears to come 

from a local number. A lot of robocalls will 

spoof local numbers. 

Finally, set up a 'buddy system.' Just like we 

recommend people never swim alone, it's 

also a good idea to run all financial matters 

past a buddy before taking action. Pick a 

friend or family member to be your financial 

buddy, and check in with them before  

responding to any requests for private  

financial data. 

 

 

continued next page >> 



Love Hurts. 

Romance scams have shot to the top of the 

threat list in the last three years. Scammers 

create attractive online profiles to lure victims 

in, often using the photos or even identities of 

real people. Lonely adults are vulnerable to 

this scam, especially during a time of social 

isolation. Check with your scam buddy before 

buying gift cards or sending money to someone 

online who claims to love you but cannot 

meet in person. 

These crimes are especially heart-breaking 

because victims often refuse to admit to their 

culpability.  

Resources: 

KeePass Password Safe 

https://keepass.info/ 

Credit Freeze FAQs 

https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0497-credit-

freeze-faqs 

Call Blocking Tools and Resources 

https://www.fcc.gov/call-blocking 

How to Avoid a Scam 

https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/how-avoid-scam 

The Top Frauds of 2020 

https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2021/02/top-frauds

-2020 
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Scammers: continued 

Farewell Letter from Britta Augdahl 

Dear Oak Grove Family, 

I am writing to you all with some bittersweet news. I will be 

leaving my position as Youth & Young Adult Director this 

fall to pursue a Master of Arts degree at Luther Seminary 

in St. Paul. I am very excited and grateful for this opportunity 

to further explore my call to ministry, and deepen my  

understanding of the ways in which my faith can inform 

the necessary work of justice and reconciliation in our world. 

I am also very sad to be closing my chapter here at Oak 

Grove. This loving community has been an anchor in my life during this difficult pandemic 

season, and I am so thankful for the time I was given to serve, learn, grow and love with you 

all. I will miss everyone here dearly, especially the amazing youth of this community.  

My heart is full of gratitude for all that you do to be a beacon of Christ’s light and love in our 

world, and I feel very fortunate to have landed here when I did. I hope to spread that light and 

love even further as I continue on my faith journey and into a new chapter as a seminary  

student this fall. I hope to say goodbye to you all before my last day on Sunday, August 29, 

and get a chance to thank you for letting me share in these last two years with you. 

Blessings to you all!  

With love, Britta 

https://keepass.info
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0497-credit-freeze-faqs
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0497-credit-freeze-faqs
https://www.fcc.gov/call-blocking
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/how-avoid-scam
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2021/02/top-frauds-2020
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2021/02/top-frauds-2020


“O God, from my youth you have taught me, 

and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds.” 

Psalm 71:17 

A gift to the PCA Pentecost Offering helps 

the church encourage, develop, and support 

its young people and also address the needs 

of at-risk children. The gifts we share will 

help young people learn important lessons 

about life and faith, and because they teach 

us, we will get to learn some lessons, too. 

Your gifts are used as: 

 40% Congregational Initiatives With Young 

People: Retained by the congregation for 

investment in local programs on children 

at risk, and development of youth and 

young adults. 

 

 25% Serving Communities (Young Adult 

Volunteers): Volunteer programs that 

bring young adults together in fellowship, 

worship and service throughout the world. 

 25% Guiding Youth (Youth Ministries): 

Youth Ministries that guide youth in their 

walk with Christ and inspire those called 

to accompany them. 

 10% Child Advocacy: Advocacy that protects 

and education that nurtures our children 

and youth in mind, body and spirit. 

To donate, please mail a check to the church 

(put “Pentecost Offering” in the memo-line) 

by May 23, 2021. Please give generously, for 

when we all do a little, it adds up to a lot. May 

our gifts to support children, youth and young 

adults grow into gifts they offer back to the 

whole world. 

Through 

March 31 

2021 Act vs Budg 2020 

Actuals Budget Fav/(Unfav) Actuals 

Income YTD $284,895 $210,892 $74,003 $285,963 

Expense YTD $179,351 $199,815 $20,464 $186,658 

Income – Exp $105,544 $11,077 $94,467 $99,305 

Financial Summary: March Income was $28.5K higher than budget, while expenses 

were under by $4.4K (Personnel $1.7K, Social Justice $1K, Technology $700, Worship & Music 

$550, Friendship $500). The overall yearly surplus of $105.5K is $94.5K better than expected. 

Another very good month! 

This online giving event helps to raise money for non-

profit organizations across Minnesota. This is not only 

an exciting day of giving in Minnesota; it’s an opportunity 

to support local schools and non-profits who are working 

to better the lives of those impacted by the pandemic 

and social justice issues. 

If your donation is selected, you could win an additional 

$250 or $1,000 for your charity. So mark your calendars 

to visit GiveMN.org on May 1–11 and give generously!  
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Pentecost Offering for Youth 

Financial$ 
by Sue Greimel, Treasurer 

https://www.givemn.org


May Birthdays 
If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have  

that information or you requested that your name not appear. 

Important (1–21) and significant (85+) birthdays  

are listed in parentheses. 

 

Bob Sand’s sister, Carol Lillehaugen, died March 31 at 82 years. 

Jan Zeiszler’s son, Jimmy Zeiszler, died March 31 at 48 years. 

Janice Wright died on April 7 at the age of 87 years. 

Al Netten’s brother, Del Netten, died on April 15 at 92 years in Iowa. 

Marleen Singhrai’s brother, Nigel Singhroy, passed away peacefully. 

16:  Shar Glausser, Jeanne Wahtera 

17:  Erik Olson, Chad Acker 

18:  Jack Enderlein (4), Sue LaPointe (85), 
Sarah Elbert 

19:  Michelle Gray, Sue Cavanaugh, 
Jan Shannon 

22:  Annabelle Oslund (7) 

23:  Katie Krentz 

24:  Cassie Acker (16),Catherine Randol (90), 
Sara Egan (71) 

25:  Madeleine Elbert (14), Malorie Holloway 

28:  Gabe Chimchirian (5), Lily Siegel (16) 

30: Aubri Petchell (7), Lucy Clyde 

31: Arne Johnson, Sue Lang 

Condolences to Family and Friends of: 

1:   Leo Thomas (7), Davis Radtke (18) 

2:  Nola Norris (12), Gene Morris (93) 
Gary Meier 

3:  Ben St. Martin 

4: Stephen Thomforde, Barb Johnson 
Jim Carroll 

5:  Sarah Olson, Miriam Ebeling 

6: Travis Scott, Mark Pridgeon 

8:  Derril Shantz (92), Elizabeth Sundal 

9: Linda Johnson 

10:  Kyler Petchell (11) 

11:  Gideon Ehrenberg (8), Nancy Scott 

13: Andy Nail, Gene Dodge 

14: Christina Persaud (18) 

15: Kent Randol (92), Gloria Fretheim (97) 

11 MAY 2021 

Blood Drive at Oak Grove 
Tuesday, May 25 (1–6:00 pm) 

Please say “yes” if you are called to donate. CLICK HERE to sign up 

online. Drop-ins are also welcome 

Contact Stephen Jones at stephenfj2002@yahoo.com or 952-884-7711 

or with questions. Thank you! 

http://www.mbcherohub.club/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/67904
mailto:mailtostephenfj2002@yahoo.com
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We will continue to have colorful arrangements  

for our Sunday worship services, virtual or in-person.  

Select a date in memory of or in honor of a loved one, group or event.  

Cost is $30 due at sign-up. 

Contact Sharon Fields at 952-831-0504 (landline) or urbanfields2.1@q.com  

to sign up and reserve your special date. 

Chancel Flower Sign-up 

OAK LEAVES 

Save the Date! 

Come celebrate all the color Anne Fisher has 

brought to our congregation with a special drive-thru 

on Sunday, May 9 after the 10:45 a.m. service. 

There will be cake – what else could there be – 

and a chance to thank Anne for all her leadership 

through this unique journey. 

Bring a flower to contribute to a bouquet that we 

will build in celebration for Anne. For questions, 

call Jane Propsom, at 612-723-0592. We hope to 

see you there! 

mailto:urbanfields2.1@q.com


Oak Grovers, Simply the best! 

To our Oak Grove family, 

Thank you so much for the cards, phone calls, food and most of all prayers for Rory during 

this time. His surgery went well and he is moving on to the next stage of recovery. Chemo  

begins May 5, approximately every two weeks for 12 sessions. Your continued prayers will  

be much appreciated! We are so blessed to call you our family! – The Scott family 

Dear Oak Grove Friends, 

Thank you so much for your cards, calls, caring thoughts and prayers, for the food Sandy 

brought and the beautiful prayer shawl. Your kindness and caring has meant so much at  

this most difficult time for us upon the death of our beloved Jimmy. – Jan Zeiszler 

A Gift from the Past 

We received a copy of “The Heritage of Oak 

Grove, 1855–1976” in the mail from Jessica 

Nelson, the daughter of former Oak Grove 

member Martha Mjölsnes-Nelson. She was 

going through a box previously untouched of 

her mother’s personal documents and came 

across the “Heritage” booklet. As a lover of 

history, she simply could not throw it away 

and sent it to Oak Grove. 

In 1997, 13 years after her surgery, Martha 

died from lingering complications of a brain 

tumor. She was only 47 years. She loved her 

church and her time here. 

Jessica wonders if anyone may remember 

her mother since she was only 11 when she 

died. If so, she can be reached via the website: 

www.littlevikingart.com. 

She has revived her mother’s art (including 

the card she sent Oak Grove at right) from 

the 80’s with the idea to share it with a new 

generation. But before long, Jessica realized 

that wasn’t enough, she would do more. 

100% of the profits are donated to cancer  

research in Martha’s name. Jessica feels that 

if someone here remembers her mother, it is 

likely with fondness. 
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Join us each Sunday morning via Zoom in 

May at 9:30 am! We’ve got a great line-up 

this month: 

May 2: Socially-Just Climate Solutions 

Presenter: Timothy Den Herder, General 

Manager of Cooperative Energy Futures. 

Cooperative Energy Futures brings renewable 

energy to low-income areas and communities 

of color in our Twin Cities area. Learn how 

this group is working to marry renewable  

energy, financing and a social justice focus to 

provide clean energy to people in need, 

https://bit.ly/3raztk4. 

Note: This is a follow-up to the Jan. 17, 2021 

presentation by Rural Renewable Energy 

Alliance. 

May 9: Urban Homeworks 

Presenters: Asalesol Young, Executive Director 

at Urban Homeworks and Emily & Azad Lassiter 

Urban Homeworks focuses the combined  

resources of the public, private and faith sectors 

to transform vacant, condemned, or underutilized 

properties and vacant lots into quality, attainable 

places to live for low to moderate income 

households. 

Housing has been one of the primary ways 

that racialized wealth gaps have been maintained 

in our country’s history. The ultimate aim is 

dignified housing, housing that is both affordable 

and high quality, and includes a supportive 

network with a responsive landlord and resources 

from local community partners. 

https://urbanhomeworks.org 

May 16: Spiritual Pilgrimage 

Join participants of the Anti-Racism Spiritual 

pilgrimage of the Presbytery as we share our 

experiences and learnings from this eight-

month journey. Come and learn if this is 

something you might be called to be a part of 

next fall! 

May 23: Technology Committee and the 

Re-Entry Task Force discuss their work in 

building a church without walls. We want to 

“show and tell” what has happened behind 

the scenes during our virtual worship and 

share some plans for the future. 

Adult Faith Formation in May 

Chats from Home: May 6 (12–1:00 pm) 

Chats from Home launched in 2020 to give Aeon supporters an 

inside look at the organization. This town hall-style Q & A Zoom 

webinar gives you the chance to learn more about  

Aeon and affordable homes. 

This session will feature: 

 Tram Hoang, Policy Advocate at The Alliance 

 Margaret Kaplan, President of the Housing Justice Center 

 Jeffrey Westbrook, Aeon Vice President of Resident Connections 

Join us for a conversation about why racial equity is critical to ensuring every member of our 

community has a home. 

Register at: www.aeon.org/chats-from-home/ 

A link to access the session will be shared with you the day of the event. 
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Children are invited to meet each week with 

their teachers via Zoom for Sunday School: 

 9:30 am Preschool with Karen, Linda & 

Marleen 

 10 am K–2nd with Laura 

 10 am 3rd–5th with Sue 

After Memorial Day, all ages will meet with 

Laura via Zoom. 

Our team is planning times for families to be 

together once a month during the summer: 

Sunday, May 23 (5:30 pm) 

Come celebrate the end of our regular  

program year with a park play date and  

picnic at Moir Park. Bring a picnic supper and 

spend some time playing, walking and being 

together. 

June (Date: TBD) 

A family concert/sing-along will take place at 

Oak Grove. 

July (Date: TBD) 

S’mores party and movie. 

Please stay tuned for more details! 
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Birth Announcements! 

CADEN Joshua (4/16) 

Parents: 

Jenn & Cody Hendricks 

Grandparents: 

Dave & Paula Johnson 

Great-grandmother: 

Rosalie Johnson 

ALTHEA Pernell (4/17) 

Parents: 

Ryan & Jenn Crum 

Grandparents: 

Bob & Sandy 

Crum 

JOSIE Margaret (4/21) 

Parents: 

Joel & Addy Greimel 

Grandparents: 

Al & Sue Greimel 
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Oak Grove Presbyterian 
2200 W. Old Shakopee Rd 

Bloomington, MN 55431 
 

Phone: (952) 888-4621  
Fax: (952) 888-2523 

E-mail: ogpc@oakgrv.org 
Website: www.oakgrv.org 

 
Office Hours 

Monday–Thursday 
8:30 am–4:00 pm 

Friday 8:30 am–3:00 pm 
 

Oak Grove Staff 
Ministers: the 493 members 

 
Transitional Pastor 

The Rev. Dr. Anne Fisher 
afisher@oakgrv.org 

 
Associate Pastor 
Rev. Mary Koon 

mkoon@oakgrv.org 
 

Director of Music: 
Judy Cooper 

jcooper@oakgrv.org 
 

Youth & Young Adult Dir. 
Britta Augdahl 

baugdahl@oakgrv.org 
 

Office Administrator: 
Sue Gjerset 

sgjerset@oakgrv.org 
 

Accountant: 
Anne Swenson 

aswenson@oakgrv.org 
 

Organist: Nancy Hauser 
 

Treasurer: Sue Greimel 
treasurer@oakgrv.org 

 
Clerk of Session: 
Connie Nesbitt 

clerkofsession@oakgrv.org 
 

Child Care Providers: 

Lacey Jones 

Shannon Murray 

 

Custodians: 

Tim Dubis 

Martinalan Smith 

 
2021 Per Capita is $36.50 

As you are aware, COVID restrictions 

are loosening up at a fast rate. As 

members of the Re-Entry Task 

Force, we are aware that this is a 

tender time for all of us. We are 

sick of the restrictions and isolation 

and we are also aware that the 

CDC and experts at the Minnesota 

Department of Health are telling us 

that we are not out of the woods, 

yet. As more and more people are 

vaccinated and as the positivity rate 

begins to decrease, we will be looking 

at other safe ways we can be  

together as a church community.  

For now, the Session has approved 

the return of committees and small 

groups to meet in the church building. 

The guidelines from last summer 

remain in place: 

 There will be a point person 

named for each group (chair of 

committee or organizer) who will 

be responsible for reserving the 

space through the office and  

reminding group members of 

safety rules 

 Groups will be no larger than 10 

people 

 All members will wear masks 

 All will maintain physical  

distancing of at least 6 feet 

 No food or drink may be consumed 

Complicating matters is the fact that 

many of our meeting spaces are 

unavailable. We cannot use the 

lower level due to the March flood 

and more upstairs rooms are being 

used by those displaced from the 

basement. Therefore, we continue 

to encourage zoom meetings but 

are open to host groups who function 

better in person. Space will need to 

be reserved through Sue Gjerset, 

our church administrator. 

Thank you all for your continued 

care of one another and for your 

prayerful support as we navigate 

this difficult time! 

Anti-Racism Movie Group 

Re-Entry Task Force Update 

Please join us on Sunday, May 2 at 4:00 pm via Zoom to discuss the PBS 

documentary “The Blinding of Isaac Woodard in 1947.” This production 

was chosen for its relevance today in terms of the response of a judge and 

President Truman and the NAACP to GA police who blinded Mr. Woodard. 

There are also a lot of short clips and articles to expand on the discussion. 

As you watch this two-hour movie, we invite you to reflect on the situation’s 

relevance to our times and situation in Minnesota. How are times similar/

different? What happened in our country as a result of the sharing of this 

incident? What steps are we (individually and as a church) taking to  

ensure that our institutions afford respect to all people? 

Join the Zoom meeting at: https://bit.ly/39nQ1PV 

Meeting ID: 898 343 9400 | Passcode: 383326 

For audio only, call 312-626-6799 and use the ID and Passcode. 
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