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Traveling in the Tunnel 
When I was young, my family would regularly travel the Pennsylvania Turnpike 
from our home in Western Pennsylvania to my grandparents’ home in New Jersey. 
Our trip included six tunnels through the mountain region of the state. We had a 
contest to see who could hold their breath through the tunnels. As I took in my 
breath, I would focus on that light at the very end and try to will my father to drive 
faster so I could reach the light before gulping in another breath. I did so with varying 
degrees of success. 

We are seeing the light at the end of a tunnel. It is as if we have been in a long dark 
tunnel holding our breath through this past year of pandemic and unrest. It is two 
years since Bill Chadwick’s retirement. In addition, I am sure at times it feels as if 
the process in finding a new pastor is a long, dark tunnel. However, we now see the 
light at the end of some of these tunnels.  

We came one Sunday in mid-March to discover a blown plug on the sprinkler  
system, which left our basement in waist-deep water. Certainly an unexpected and 
long tunnel ahead for restoration. We have done mighty things during this tunnel 
time. We have been the church beyond the confines of our building. We have carried 
on together even as we stay apart. We have welcomed Loaves & Fishes into our 
space. We have recognized our responsibility in perpetuating systemic racism and 
we have set aside some of our assets to go to a restorative justice program at the 
PCUSA level. Our mission giving has been greater than ever. In addition, we have 
even survived a flood! 

As people of faith, we know that our light comes in the Easter message. There is 
nothing, nothing in this world or the next, that can separate us from our God 
through Jesus Christ. It is our Easter faith that has kept us focused on the light no 
matter how long that tunnel might be. 

We know there are more tunnels ahead. We have underscored our racial and social 
disparity during this season of pandemic and we need to continue to do the difficult 
work to mitigate and resolve it. We are working in restoring our basement to even 
better condition than it was before the water poured in. 

May your Easter this year not only be a refreshing break from a dark winter but may 
you see Easter for the cataclysmic event that it is. “O death where is your victory;  
O death where is your sting?” The light shines in the darkest tunnels! 

Although we are moving fast to reach the end of that tunnel, I urge all of us to be 
mindful of those who are still waiting to be vaccinated and that we continue to take 
precautions not only for your sake but also for the care of those around you. 

Blessings your fellow tunnel traveler, 
Pastor Anne 
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The Great Oak Grove Flood 

by Bob Heise 

In the early morning of Sunday, March 14, 
the fire sprinkler system suffered a failure 
and inundated the church basement with 
about 130,000+ gallons of water. The water level 
in the choir room, choir storage room and  
adjacent “water” room rose to about four feet. 
The water escaped these rooms, seeping under 
the choir room door, and flowed to all corners 
of the lower level of the basement. This problem 
was discovered when the church was 
opened on Sunday morning in preparation for 
Facebook services. 

The Bloomington Fire Department was  
contacted, and two trucks were dispatched to 
the church to evaluate the problem and pro-
vide relief from the flowing water. It took 
three burley firefighters to force the choir 
room door open against the weight of the water. 
While the firefighters fought their way to the 
“water” room, a torrent of water rushed out 
the choir room door and into each room on 
that level, with water being pushed up the 
ramp to the upper level of the basement. This 
water eventually made it to all areas of the 
lower level of the education wing. The fire 
fighters were able to turn off the water flow 
and removed toilets from the two restrooms 
near the choir room to allow the water to drain. 

A water remediation company was contacted 
and arrived at church around 11:00 a.m. 
They began evacuating water by pumping it 
up and out the north facing doors, to the rail-
road track area. Once they made the entire 
basement area accessible, the extent of the 
damage could be determined. 

The area with the greatest damage is the 
choir room, its storage spaces and Judy 
Cooper’s office. The 60+ chairs purchased 
mid-2020, and never used, were all damaged. 
The piano and several musical instruments 

were destroyed with the bells and chimes  
being evaluated to determine their fate. Also 
extensively damaged were all paper items, 
including sheet music and hymnals. Judy’s 
office losses were similar to the choir room 
and included her computer, and many  
personal items. 

The force of the water broke through the wall 
from the “water” room to the choir storage 
area and knocked over file cabinets and 
bookcases. These fell against one storage 
room door, breaking the door. File cabinets 
were flooded two to three drawers up from 
the floor. Some items on shelving and on top 
of file cabinets got wet from water being  
deflected off fallen shelves or cabinets. 

The basement main storage area was inundated, 
with most things on the floor being discarded: 
this includes wheelchairs, walkers, and associated 
medical equipment items. The sanctuary 
banners were wet and are now being 
cleaned along with choir robes. 

Almost everything in the Community Room 
had to be discarded, including a large number 
of clothing items donated to Oasis: all furniture, 
game tables and room dividers. 

All carpeting on this level will be discarded, 
and the sheet rock on the walls removed to a 
height of two to four feet. The elevator is out 
of service until extensive (expensive) repairs 
can be made. 

Once the clean up is completed, our insurance 
company will allow our reconstruction of the 
basement area. The timeframe for this has 
not been established yet but is likely to  
extend over a few months. 

With the flooding demolition, we discovered a 
water drainage problem on the east and 
north sides of the new building. This problem 
is most likely due to the ground settling 



Restoration Team 

The Session has appointed a Restoration Team that will oversee the restoring of our basement. 
The Team consists of: 

Bob Heise and Bob Gerdes, Building & Ops; Karen Alonzi and Sue Greimel, Budget & Finance; 
Carol Osweiler, Worship & Music; Mattie Hawley, Children's Ministry; and a representative 
from Mission and Deacons. Also included are Nicole Mills from Oasis, Pastors Anne and 
Mary, and Judy Cooper, Director of Music. 
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around the foundation, allowing water to flow 
toward the foundation. Wet foundation blocks 
have caused the steel stud walls, and metal 
electrical conduit to corrode. This problem 
can be address and fixed as soon as weather 
allows, and landscaping can be addressed. 

There was one other discovery. Behind a 
bookcase in the choir room a paper nest  
had been built by mice. The paper was from 
individually wrapped cough drops kept in the 
room and used by choir members. It was 
quite a surprise to find a nest at that location, 
and some wondered why no one was ever 
aware of a mouse problem. This is probably 
the easiest to figure out – no one ever heard 
them coughing. (rim shot). 

What would we do without you Oak Grove people? 

THANK YOU to all who have offered help and support when we discovered 
waist deep water in our basement on Sunday March 14. The Fire Department  
responded readily to our call. The professional mitigation/restoration team was 
right there and went to work. Our insurance person was thorough and helpful. 
However, the best part were all the volunteers from Oak Grove who gave up 

their time, including nights, to make sure the church building was safe. 

The Great Oak Grove Flood ‘continued 
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We encourage you to light a candle and 
join in prayer and silence every day of the 
trial of Derek Chauvin, the officer charged 
in the killing of George Floyd. We encourage 
you to light a candle and join in prayer and 
silence every day of this trial. 

Please pray in your own way for peace, 
hope, and justice. Send us your photos of 
candles so that we can post one each 
weekday on our website and on Facebook. 

It is better to light a candle than curse the 
darkness. – Eleanor Roosevelt 

A great flame follows a little spark. 
– Dante Alighieri 

Though I sit in darkness, the Lord will be 
my light. – Micah 7:8b 

Candles & Prayers 

Healing Our City:  
www.healingourcity.org 

Please join us daily at 8:00 a.m. for this  
20-minute prayer experience which begins 
with a timely reflection by a different  
spiritual leader each day. The reflection is 
followed by a period of 8 minutes and 46 
seconds of silent prayer/meditation, the 
length of time Officer Chauvin had his 
knee on the neck of George Floyd, resulting 
in his tragic death. 

The virtual prayer tent will continue  
daily throughout the course of the trial. 
You may access it via Zoom, livestream on 
Facebook or recording on YouTube. 

A Virtual Prayer Tent 

https://www.oakgrv.org/2021/03/08/candles-and-prayers/
https://www.facebook.com/OakGrovePresbyterian
https://www.healingourcity.org
https://zoom.us/j/95023179648?pwd=Q0JwZXJFeUlLRS9pMXdsS3hqSHBTZz09
https://www.facebook.com/healingourcity
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCA52S5VWgUGE8AEiNuoQpzQ
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Clearwater Forest: A “Gem” in Minnesota 

by Don Alman 

My first experience at Clearwater Forest was 
back in 1987 when I participated at the annual 
“Oak Grove Woodcutting Weekend”. Since 
then I have been cutting, splitting and stacking 
wood every year. I have also been to numerous 
“Men’s Retreats” over the years. I have  
accompanied the OGPC youth group for 
Confirmation retreats and have been a part 
of the “Creative Arts” family. 

My most memorable times at Clearwater Forest 
have been riding my bicycle for the annual 
“Lake-to-Lake 50 Mile Scenic Bike Tour” to 
raise money for the scholarship fund. Since 
2004, I have participated in 17 rides raising 
$39,764 through the generous donations  
primarily from numerous Oak Grove spon-
sors. Clearwater Forest has been a BIG part 
of my life and the lives of countless other folks. 

Oak Grove Presbyterian Church is committed 
to raising money for the “Clearwater Forest 
Capital Campaign” in 2021 to help make  

improvements to the camp. The theme for 
our local campaign at Oak Grove is “Tell Us 
Your Clearwater Story”. If you are able to, 
please consider helping Oak Grove reach its 
commitment by making a donation through 
the “Donation Tab” on the OGPC website. If 
you have your own stories to add and want to 
share them, we would LOVE to hear them. 
Please contact the church office. 

Dr. George Bemis 
& Leah Meyer 

Just Married! 
Feb. 22, 2021 

OAK LEAVES 



Green Committee: Earth Care Congregations 

The following congregations have been certified 
or re-certified as Earth Care Congregations 
by Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)'s Presbyterian 
Hunger Program through February 2022. 
This honor speaks to the great commitment 
they have made to care for God’s earth and 
actively address climate change. 

Congregation & Year Certified: 

New Life Presbyterian Church 
(Roseville: 2010) 

Presbyterian Church of the Apostles
(Burnsville: 2011) 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
(Minneapolis: 2011) 

First Presbyterian of South St. Paul: (2012) 

Macalester-Plymouth United Church 
(St. Paul: 2015) 

First Presbyterian Church of Stillwater 
(2016) 

Shepherd of the Hill Presbyterian Church 
(Chaska: 2018) 

Oak Grove Presbyterian Church 
(Bloomington: 2018) 

Cherokee Park United Church 
(St. Paul: 2019) 

To become an Earth Care Congregation, 
these congregation affirmed an Earth Care 
Pledge to integrate environmental practices 
and thinking into their worship, education, 
facilities, and outreach. The Earth Care  
Congregation certification is designed to  
recognize churches that make the commit-
ment to take seriously God’s charge to “till 
and keep” the garden. 

Started in 2010 by the PC(USA), the goal of 
this program is to inspire churches to care for 
God’s earth in a holistic way, through integrating 

earth care into all aspects of their church life. 
The Earth Care Congregation certification 
honors churches that make that commitment 
and encourages others to follow their example. 

These congregations are among the 276 
churches that chose to dedicate themselves 
to intentional care of God’s earth this year. 
Particularly in a time of much uncertainty and 
worry about the future, these congregation’s 
activities and commitment, even in the midst 
of navigating limitations brought about by 
COVID-19, bring hope to their communities. 

We believe that these congregations will inspire 
others to respond intentionally to God’s call 
to care for the earth,” says Jessica Maudlin, 
Associate for Sustainable Living and Earth 
Care Concerns for the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.). 

For more information on the Earth Care  
Congregations program visit: 

www.pcusa.org/earthcarecongregations. 
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https://www.newlifechurchroseville.org/believe
http://pcota.org/eight.php
https://www.westminstermpls.org/portfolio-item/eco-justice/
https://www.fpcssp.org/justice-and-witness/#garden
https://www.macalester-plymouth.org/serve/msj/caring-for-creation/
https://fpc-stillwater.org/mission-justice/#earth
https://www.chaskachurch.com/missions
https://www.oakgrv.org/committees/green-committee-2/
https://cherokeeparkunited.org/justice-and-witness/creation-care/
http://www.pcusa.org/earthcarecongregations


Social Justice: Voter Suppression 

If you've read the first article on voter  
suppression in the March Oak Leaves you've 
learned that Presbyterians support fair elections. 
In this article we are describing different 
ways that the minority vote has been  
suppressed. 

Some voter suppression tactics, according to 
the Voting Rights Alliance that have been 
used to suppress minority votes are: 

 strict voter photo ID laws; 
 closing DMV’s in strict voter ID law states; 
 failure to accept government-issued state 

university and college student ID’s; 
 no or limited early voting; 
 harsh requirements/punishments for voter 

registration groups; 
 tough Deputy Registrar requirements; 
 harsh voter registration compliance  

deadlines; 
 failure to timely process voter registrations; 
 cuts to election day (same day)  

registration; 
 polling place reductions resulting in hours 

long lines; 
 relocations, consolidations, inadequate 

number of ballots and functioning  
machines; 

 inadequate, poorly trained poll staffing; 
 no paper ballots; 
 refusing to accept Native American tribal 

IDs, imposing residential address requirements 
for Native American lands which have PO 
Boxes and failure to place polling sites on 
Native American lands; 

 no polling sites on college campuses; 
 lack of available public transportation to 

polling sites; 
 focused and excessive voter purging such 

as the Interstate Crosscheck scheme; 

 ex-felon disenfranchisement laws including, 
requiring payment of fines or fees as  
condition of vote restoration; 

 no notification to voters placed on inactive 
lists; 

 language discrimination; 
 failure to accommodate voters with disabilities; 
 deceptive flyers, robocalls, voter intimidation, 

impersonating law enforcement personnel, 
immigration officers, police at polling places; 

 racial and partisan gerrymandering; 
 creating confusion by splitting black  

precinct polling places; 
 barriers for homeless voters to voter  

registration; 
 voter caging; 
 voter challengers at polls; 
 challenges to voter registration lists; 
 absentee ballot short return deadlines; 
 exact match requirements for signatures 

or other information; 
 complicated absentee ballot requirements; 
 proof of citizenship laws; 
 out-of-precinct equals no vote counted 

requirements; 
 failure to pre-register 17 year olds; 
 restrictions on straight-party voting; 
 jailed persons’ pre-conviction denied right 

to register and/or vote; 
 DOJ demanding voter records; 
 employers not providing time off  

or enough time; 
 failure to assist or accommodate voters 

displaced by natural disasters; 

We will examine some additional ways that 
are being used to prevent a fair  
majority influenced democracy in coming 
Oak Leaves articles. 
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https://www.oakgrv.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/March-2021-Oak-Leaves.pdf#page=4
https://www.votingrightsalliance.org/forms-of-voter-suppression
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-features/the-gops-stealth-war-against-voters-247905/


Ladies Who (no longer) Lunch 

Please join us Wednesday, April 28 at noon (note the date change). We will discuss the book 
The Beekeeper of Aleppo by Christy Lefteri. We welcome any women who are interested in 
good conversation and lively discussion to join us! If you have any questions, please contact 
Mary! 

The unforgettable love story of a mother blinded by loss and her husband who insists on their 
survival as they undertake the Syrian refugee trail to Europe. 

Link: https://bit.ly/39wAXAf 

Meeting ID: 842 9129 3994 
Passcode: 383326 

For audio only, call 312-626-6799 and use the Meeting ID and Passcode. 
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Per Capita Challenge: YOU Did It! 

Oak Grove surpassed our February per capita goal 
of $7,000. The Gifts & Gratitude Committee would 
like to thank all of you who faithfully paid your per 
capita. Our governing bodies have never worked 
harder to support our faith than in this past year and 
because of your participation, we say ‘thank you’ to 
our Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church with our per capita payments. 

Note: Oak Grove’s total per capita payment is 
$17,850. Every member who pays their $36.50  
separately helps strengthen our annual budget  
during an uncertain time.  

https://bit.ly/39wAXAf


Mission Committee: VEAP 

Financial$ 
by Sue Greimel, Treasurer 
Through 
Feb. 28 

2021 Act vs Budg 2020 
Actuals Budget Fav/(Unfav) Actuals 

Income YTD $199,267 $153,780 $45,487 $190,535 
Expense YTD $115,872 $131,951 $16,080 $131,062 
Income – Exp $83,396 $21,829 $61,567 $59,473 

Financial Summary: February Income was $43.0K higher than budget (lots of stock  
donations - including J&J!), while expenses were under by $10.4K (Building & Ops $3.9K, 
Personnel $2.9K, Supportive Housing $2.5K, Admin $1.1K). The overall yearly surplus of 
$83.4K is $61.6K better than expected. February only had 28 days but it was a very good 
month!  

Volunteers Enlisted to Assist People 
(VEAP) is a participant in Minnesota’s biggest 
annual food and fund drive! Organized by 
Minnesota FoodShare, the March 1–April 
11, 2021 campaign is the largest grassroots 
food drive in the state, accomplished by 
groups and individuals engaged in the fight 
against hunger. This is an opportunity to 
help all those in our state who are struggling 
each day to put healthy food on the family 
table. 

If you wish to send a financial gift in support 
of this effort, it must be sent to VEAP (9600 
Aldrich Ave S, Bloomington 55420) by April 
11. Put Minnesota FoodShare on the memo 
line of your check. Every $10 they receive 
equals food for 30 meals. 
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An informal gathering of interested Oak 
Grovers would like to share an invitation to 
read and converse with us about the book 
Love Is The Way: Holding on to Hope in 
Troubling Times by Bishop Michael Curry. 

Book URL: https://bit.ly/3fhQbvR 

Some in the group have read it and it comes 
highly recommended. We'll be gathering for 
conversation about it via Zoom on Thursday, 
April 29, 7–8:00 p.m. (Zoom link provided 
as the date nears). Please consider joining 
us in the reading and invite others who may 
have interest. There's plenty of room and 
we'd like to have other voices in the discussion! 

Racial Equity 

https://bit.ly/3fhQbvR


April Birthdays 
If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have  

that information or you requested that your name not appear. 
Important (1–21) and significant (85+) birthdays  

are listed in parentheses. 

 

Pastor Mary Koon’s cousin, Peter Colwell, died Feb. 28 at 64 years  
in Spain. 

Stephen Jones’ cousin, Ryan, died March 1 at 32 years in Kansas. 

Connie Johnson died March 3 at 87 years. 

Terry Taylor’s sister, Ginny, died March 10. 

Becky Dop’s mother, Sharon Ramey, died March 16 at 81 years  
in Indiana. 

Shawn Wimberly’s mother, Doris “DoeDoe” Wimberly, died March 16 in Texas. 

15:  Liberty Bliss (6) 
17:  Anita Johnson (7), Jim Dutcher (88) 
19:  Jake Krey 
20:  Sarah Orr (6), Carmen Roberts 
21:  Kay Lancette 

22:  Barb Nelson (90), Judy Acker, 
Lizanne Ham 

23:  Vanessa Davidson (6) 
24:  Elyse Montoya (4), Maxwell Montoya (4) 
25:  Andy Snyder 
26:  Jennifer Pol 
27:  Harry Lichy (89) 
28: David Kilpela, Joy Langer, Bob Ritter 
30: Linda Blair 

Condolences to Family and Friends of: 

1:   Eva Johnson (13), Heather Duvall, 
Polly Johnson, Tammy Kaplan, 
Karolyn Lee 

2:  Vera DeLaHunt 
3:  Ada Mee (2), Micala Burns 
4: Carol Dykstra (87), Dawn Acker,  

Mary Render 
5:  Bob Horvath 
7: Brian Ebeling 
8:  Cindy St. Martin 
9: Verona Stoesz (89) 

10:  Al Gebhard 
12:  Jan Lichtenberger 
13: Nora Kelly (4) 
14: Helena Lefebvre (5) 
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Congratulations! 
Ezra Benjamin Lassiter, child of Emily and Azad,  
was baptized at Oak Grove Presbyterian on Sunday, 
March 21. 

Sponsors are Andrew and Elizabeth Sundal. 



We will continue to have colorful arrangements  
for our Sunday worship services, virtual or in-person.  

Select a date in memory of or in honor of a loved one, group or event.  
Cost is $30 due at sign-up. 

Contact Sharon Fields at 952-831-0504 (landline) or urbanfields2.1@q.com  
to sign up and reserve your special date. 

Chancel Flower Sign-up 

Save the Date! 

Come celebrate all the color Anne Fisher has 
brought to our congregation with a special drive-thru 
on Sunday, May 9 after the 10:45 a.m. service. 
There will be cake – what else could there be – 
and a chance to thank Anne for all her leadership 
through this unique journey. 

Bring one flower with you to contribute to a bouquet 
for Anne. Let's see how many vases we can fill 
up. Look for an email with more details. For 
questions, call Jane Propsom, at 612-723-0592.  
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Holy Week at Oak Grove 

March 28: Palm Sunday 
Palms & Pancakes Drive-Thru (9–10:00 am) in the 
church parking lot followed by live-streamed service  
at 10:45 am. 

 Pick up your Palms: Drop off your One Great 
Hour of Sharing Banks and Offerings. 

 Pick-up your Pancakes: Drop off a gift toward 
our youth for their Service Learning Camp this 
Summer! 

April 1: Maundy Thursday 
Pre-recorded communion service available online. 

April 2: Good Friday 
Live-streamed service at noon. 

April 3: Family Easter Egg Hunt  
Join us on 3–4:00 pm for a family Easter Egg Hunt. Eggs will be hidden outside on church 
grounds so children do not bunch up but masks will be required. 

April 4: Easter Sunday 
Sunrise service at 6:45 am on the church grounds in addition to our usual 10:45 am live-streamed 
service. It will be a time of prayer, scripture and poetry. Masks and social distancing will be 
required. If you would like to attend, we kindly ask that you RSVP so that we know how to set 
up the space. The service will happen rain (or snow!) or shine. Please call (952-888-4621)  
or email the church (ogpc@oakgrv.org) to let us know that you are coming. 

Note: The office will be closed Monday, April 5 in observance of Easter and  
Pastor Anne will be on vacation April 12–19. 
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WE ARE SO GRATEFUL for our Pastoral Nominating 
Committee who undeterred by keeping distance was able 
to meet, and conduct a national Pastoral Search that 
brought us Rev. Dr. Bart Roush. 

Unable to conduct the search in a “typical” way, they  
managed to be efficient, thorough and they kept their sense 
of humor through it all! 

Thank you Jeri Anderson, Mary Crampton, Chris Diller, Sue 
Greimel, Mattie Hawley, Cece Klueh, Jeanine Radtke, Paul 
St. Martin, Rory Scott and Denise Dunbar-Perkins (COM 
representative). 

mailto:ogpc@oakgrv.org


Adult Faith Formation meets by Zoom 
Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm and Sunday 
mornings at 9:30 am. 

WEDNESDAYS 
The Racial Equity Team will sponsor four 
Wednesday night gatherings in April. Please 
join us each week or when you can! Note: 
that there is a new Zoom link. 

To join the Zoom meeting: 

Link: https://bit.ly/3vY9Zdu 

Meeting ID: 831 5415 3986  
Passcode: 383326 

For audio only, call 312-626-6799 and use 
the ID and Passcode. 

April 7: Ohiyesa: The Soul of an Indian 

April 14: Spiritual Practice around anti-racism 

April 21: NEXT Church sermon and discussion 

April 28: Mapping Prejudice 

SUNDAYS 

Please join us each Sunday morning for  
interesting and informative presentations  
designed to expand our minds and grow our 
faith. Adult Faith Formation meets at 9:30 am 
via by Zoom. 

To join the Zoom meeting: 

Link: https://bit.ly/34dW6L2 

Meeting ID: 882 1149 9405  
Passcode: 195553  

For audio only, call 312-626-6799 and use 
the ID and Passcode. 

March 28: Palms & Pancakes! There will 
be no AFF, please join the drive-thru at 
church (9–10 am) to receive palms and pancakes 
followed by our Palm Sunday virtual worship 
at 10:45 am. 

April 4: Easter! There will be no AFF, 
please worship with us in person for our sunrise 
service at Oak Grove (6:45 am) and/or our 
virtual worship at 10:45 am. 

April 11: "Climate Reality and Our Future" is 
a sobering overview of the impact on climate 
change on different earth systems and  
projections of species survival under different 
scenarios of global warming. Developed by 
former Vice President Al Gore and Alliance 
for Climate Protection and The Climate Reality 
Project, https://bit.ly/3tJgL4H. 

Presenter: Bill Middlecamp, a commissioned 
Earthkeeper in the United Methodist Church 
and well-known climate activist in our area. 

April 18: “Policy Solutions to Climate 
Change." Participants are able to simulate 
possible large scale solutions to dramatic  
climate change through the use of the online 
En-ROADS policy simulation model developed 
by MIT. See what possible solutions are and 
discuss the implications, https://bit.ly/3tL4rks. 

Presenter: Bill Middlecamp, a commissioned 
Earthkeeper in the United Methodist Church 
and well-known climate activist in our area. 

April 25: Oasis for Youth 

May 2: Cooperative Energy Futures bringing 
renewable energy to low income areas and 
communities of color in our Twin Cities area. 
Learn how this group is working to marry  
renewable energy, financing and a social  
justice focus to provide clean energy to  
people in need, https://bit.ly/3raztk4. 

Note: This is a follow-up to the Jan. 17, 2021 
presentation by Rural Renewable Energy 
Alliance. 

Presenter: Timothy Den Herder, General 
Manager of Cooperative Energy Futures. 
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Adult Faith Formation in April 

https://bit.ly/3vY9Zdu
https://bit.ly/34dW6L2
https://bit.ly/3tJgL4H
https://bit.ly/3tL4rks
https://bit.ly/3raztk4


Children are meeting regularly with each other 
and their teachers on Zoom every Sunday 
and Wednesday evenings. 

Sundays: 

 9:30 am Preschool with Karen, Linda & 
Marleen 

 10 am K–2nd with Laura 
 10 am 3rd–5th with Sue 

Note: WoW! for children will end April 28. 

Sunday School will continue until May 23 and 
will not meet on Palm Sunday or Easter Sunday!  

Upcoming Events for children and families 

Saturday, April 3 (3–4:00 pm) 
Family Easter Egg Hunt (outside). Bring your 
bags and baskets and we’ll find colorful eggs! 
Masks will be required. 

Sunday, April 11: Holy Humor Sunday 

Families are asked to send in (horizontal) 
videos of children telling jokes! Please send 
to sgjerset@oakgrv.org. We hope to collect a 
bunch of jokes for this special Sunday!  

To: Oak Grove 

From: Jim McCarl 

I have always been a strong  
family man and the past two 
years have strengthened that 
even more. Now my family has 
enlarged greatly to include the 
Oak Grove family. 

Thank you to all for the cards, 
calls and concerns following  
my knee replacement. 

The rehab is going well. 

Special Events 

May 2 
Confirmation Sunday: 

May 9 
Pastor Anne’s Last Sunday  

and last day 

May 17 
Pastor Bart’s first day 

May 23 
Pentecost and  

Pastor Bart’s first Sunday 

May 
The month of 
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Oak Gr ove Pre sbyter ian 
2200 W. Old Shakopee Rd 

Bloomington, MN 55431 
 

Phone: (952) 888-4621  
Fax: (952) 888-2523 

E-mail: ogpc@oakgrv.org 
Website: www.oakgrv.org 

 
Office Hours 

Monday–Thursday 
8:30 am–4:00 pm 

Friday 8:30 am–3:00 pm 
 

Oak Grove Staff 
Ministers: the 494 members 

 
Transitional Pastor 

The Rev. Dr. Anne Fisher 
afisher@oakgrv.org 

 
Associate Pastor 
Rev. Mary Koon 

mkoon@oakgrv.org 
 

Director of Music: 
Judy Cooper 

jcooper@oakgrv.org 
 

Youth & Young Adult Dir. 
Britta Augdahl 

baugdahl@oakgrv.org 
 

Office Administrator: 
Sue Gjerset 

sgjerset@oakgrv.org 
 

Accountant: 
Anne Swenson 

aswenson@oakgrv.org 
 

Organist: Nancy Hauser 
 

Treasurer: Sue Greimel 
treasurer@oakgrv.org 

 
Clerk of Session: 
Connie Nesbitt 

clerkofsession@oakgrv.org 
 

Child Care Providers: 
Lacey Jones 

Shannon Murray 
 

Custodians: 
Tim Dubis 

Martinalan Smith 
 

2021 Per Capita is $36.50 

As you have all been hearing  
and reading our state COVID  
restrictions are beginning to loosen 
up and vaccines are becoming 
more available. This is a ray of 
hope after a year of mostly difficult 
news! We expect many of you are 
wondering what changes Oak 
Grove might be making. We feel 
proud of how well Oak Grove leaders 
and all of you have promoted safety 
and taken care of one another. We’ve 
done this right! So, we want to  
continue to be vigilant about safety 
while taking some baby steps  
forward. We also know that most 
members have not received  
vaccines, yet, including our pastors. 

At their meeting in March, the Session 
approved that the front door will 
now be unlocked during office 
hours. Having a closed building 
has been difficult for all of us. 
Opening it will allow members to 
come in to spend some quiet time 

in the sanctuary (particularly during 
Holy Week), pick up Upper Room 
devotionals, bring in your offerings, 
donations to VEAP and simply see 
your church building. Face masks, 
covering both nose and mouth,  
and physical distancing will still be 
expected per MDH recommendations, 
especially now as the more virulent 
COVID strains are circulating in 
Minnesota We WILL NOT be hold-
ing group meetings yet and worship 
will still be virtual for the time being. 
Our current decision is that we 
will not fully open until all adults 
have easy access to the vaccine. 

As always, church leaders will  
continue to find ways for us to  
be together, apart, while we  
continue to monitor CDC/MDH  
recommendations which may be 
rapidly changing. Stay tuned!!! 

Anti-Racism Movie Group 

Re-Entry Task Force Update 

You are invited to join the Anti-Racism Movie Group to discuss the movie, 
“Ohiyesa: The Soul of an Indian” on Sunday, April 11 at 4:00 pm via Zoom 
(please note the date change due to Easter). 

This movie is about Charles Alexander Eastman, great grandson of Cloudman. 
The movie can be found on Amazon Prime. If you would like to watch the 
movie, but do not have access, please contact Mary. We look forward to 
seeing you on the 11th! 

To join the Zoom meeting 

Link: https://bit.ly/39nQ1PV 

Meeting ID: 898 343 9400 

Passcode: 383326 

For audio only, call 312-626-6799 and use the ID and Passcode. 
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