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BIG NEWS!!! 

Five hundred twenty-five thousand,  

six hundred minutes 

Five hundred twenty-five thousand  

moments so dear 

Five hundred twenty-five thousand,  

six hundred minutes 

How do you measure, measure a year? 

In daylights, in sunsets 

In midnights, in cups of coffee 

In inches, in miles 

In laughter, in strife 

In five hundred twenty-five thousand, six 

hundred minutes 

How do you measure a year in the life? 

(“Seasons of Love” by Jonathan Larson from the Musical Rent) 

It has been a year since our lives changed so drastically. How do we measure it? 

For many, we do so by the losses, trips canceled, faces not seen, gatherings post-

poned, disappointments with our neighbors or a friend, and for Oak Grove, the loss 

of not being a church within our own walls. We measure it in ways that life has gone 

on. Children learning as best as they can, babies being born and loved ones dying, 

couples marrying; all have happened within this year. 

We can measure those five hundred twenty-five thousand six hundred minutes in 

what we have gained. This year has taught us in ways we never sought. It helped 

us to appreciate the need for connection. It has stretched our creativity and drive to 

find ways we can connect. The reason that Oak Grove continues to function is that 

members have not given up on it. Every per capita payment ($36.50 if you have yet 

to send it in) that comes in is a vote of confidence that members know that Oak 

Grove Presbyterian is not only surviving but thriving in its ministry and mission. We 

continue to pray and care for each other and our world. We continue to follow 

Christ’s message of loving God and neighbor. 

Our Pastoral Nominating Committee has measured those minutes in discerning 

God’s plan for Oak Grove in calling your next Pastor/Head of Staff. They did not  

allow a pandemic to slow down the task that Oak Grove members entrusted to them. 

The Session of Oak Grove Presbyterian Church has called a congregational meeting 

for noon on Sunday, March 14, via Zoom, for the purpose of presenting and electing 

a candidate for Pastor/Head of Staff. The meeting will follow the 10:45 am virtual 

worship service where the candidate will preach. 

On Saturday March 13, a Zoom Meet & Greet will take place with the candidate. 

Oak Grove members will be receiving a biography and background of the candidate 

in the mail. The Pastoral Nominating Committee is joyfully looking forward to  

introducing Oak Grove to this candidate. 

It Has Been a Year 

continued next page >> 
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It Has Been a Year (‘continued) 

On Saturday, Feb. 20, 35 adults and children enjoyed a beautiful winter morning at 

Brookside hill in Bloomington. It was so fun to see people in person and guess who 

was behind the mask!!! 

This month we have the opportunity to meet and vote on their candidate who will serve 

Oak Grove as your Pastor /Head of Staff! We are reaching out to the world with God’s 

message. Discovering a pastor who believes that God is calling them and their family 

to come to Minnesota in the wintertime, during a pandemic, is a testimony in itself of 

God’s miraculous work! 

Let us measure God’s grace and God’s gifts and God’s presence through the 64,800 

minutes from Ash Wednesday to Easter Morning as a church together. 

Blessings, Pastor Anne 

Family Sledding Party 
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Social Justice: Boycott Wendy’s, Sign the Letter 

The following is from the PC (USA) Mission 

website: 

The PC(USA) was the first Christian  

denomination to join the Coalition of  

Immokalee Workers (CIW) in a national  

boycott of Wendy’s Restaurants. Many 

other faith groups have subsequently  

endorsed the boycott. 

“Rather than support Florida growers who 

uphold human rights under the Fair Food 

Program, Wendy’s switched its tomato 

purchases to Mexico, where the denial of 

human rights in the produce industry was 

well-documented in last year’s Los Angeles 

Times expose,” said the Rev. Gradye 

Parsons, stated clerk of the General  

Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.) “This is unacceptable, especially 

from a company that has prided itself on 

using U.S.-made products. Therefore, the 

PC(USA) joins the Coalition of Immokalee 

Workers in calling on Wendy’s to sign a 

Fair Food agreement.” 

The Social Justice Committee is asking 

Oak Grove members to sign the following 

letter (by March 31) to the local Wendy’s 

manager that will be delivered on our  

behalf. We will also be asking session to 

endorse a letter from Oak Grove to be 

sent to Wendy’s corporate in support of 

the boycott. While it may not seem like 

much, this is just one action to be taken in 

this effort. 

Other fast-food giants that are a part of 

the Fair Food Program are Yum Brands 

(Taco Bell, KFC, Pizza Hut), McDonalds, 

Burger King, Subway, and Chipotle. Also, 

grocers Trader Joe’s and Whole Foods. 

We understand there may be other issues 

with these corporations, but we include 

them as alternatives to Wendy’s to support 

this effort. 

To read and sign the letter, please go 

to the Oak Grove website oakgrv.org/wendys. 

Then enter your name, email and zip 

code, and click the “ADD YOUR NAME” 

button to sign the letter. 

We are also encouraging members to 

sign the petition in support of the call  

for Uber Eats, DoorDash, Grubhub and 

Postmates to take a stance on farmworkers' 

human rights and drop Wendy’s from their 

list of delivery options until the fast-food 

chain ensures farmworkers in its supply 

chain are protected through the Fair Food 

Program. 

Deliver with Dignity: Uber Eats, Grubhub, 

etc. 

For more info please visit: 

 https://www.fairfoodprogram.org 

 https://www.presbyterianmission.org/

food-faith/boycott/ 

Please also sign the national petition 

through change.org. 

Annual Report Correction 

The March 2020 Intergenerational Retreat at Clearwater Forest 

was enjoyed by young and old alike! It was mistakenly reported 

as being canceled. 

http://www.ciw-online.org/
http://www.ciw-online.org/
https://www.oakgrv.org/wendys/
http://www.boycott-wendys.org/deliverwithdignity
https://www.fairfoodprogram.org
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/food-faith/boycott/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/food-faith/boycott/
https://www.change.org/p/wendy-s-we-re-boycotting-you-until-you-support-human-rights-for-farmworkers-boycottwendys
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Social Justice: Voter Suppression 

Chats from Home: March 30 (12–1:00 pm) 

Chats from Home launched in 2020 to give Aeon supporters 

an inside look at the organization. This town hall-style Q & A 

zoom webinar gives you the chance to learn more about Aeon 

and our residents. 

It’s been a year since covid-19 reached Minnesota. Join us to 

explore how Aeon has weathered this crisis. This session will 

feature: 

 Alan Arthur, President & CEO 

 Santiago De Angulo, Executive Vice President of Property Operations 

Hear how the pandemic is impacting the organization and how we’re responding.  

Register below and see how your support is making a difference right now. 

Register at: aeon.org/chats 

The Presbyterian Church has long been 

an advocate against voter suppression. 

“One person, one vote” is a core value of 

democracy, yet the right to vote is being 

restricted in many places, which raises 

questions for Christians about the meaning 

and effectiveness of a government “of the 

people, by the people, and for the people.” 

An excellent guide prepared by the  

Presbyterian Church USA is available for 

free download from this link: We Shall Not 

Be Moved. 

The Oak Grove Social Justice Committee 

is focusing on voting rights this year. We 

will provide members every month in the 

“Oak Leaves” with information about the 

impacts and forms of voter suppression. 

We will also provide information about 

how you can support legislation to ensure 

fair elections. 

An excellent article on voter suppression 

in the United States was published last 

fall in the newsletter of U.C. Berkley,  

the Berkley News. The article noted,  

“the effort to limit the political power of 

people of color, or to disenfranchise them 

altogether, dates to the founding of the 

nation.” Passage of the 15th Amendment 

in 1870 gave Black men the right to vote 

and the 19th Amendment passed in 1920, 

finally gave women the right to vote.  

However, new obstacles were deployed 

including poll taxes and literacy tests to 

deliberately prevent poor and minorities 

from voting.  

The 1965 Voting Rights Act reduced voter 

suppression but even more devious methods 

were deployed. Republicans were  

successful in their case to repeal a critical 

section of the Voting Rights Act in the  

Supreme Court on a 5-4 vote in 2013, 

opening a floodgate of tactics to suppress 

minority votes. 

The Social Justice Committee will keep 

Oak Grove members informed of attempts 

in Minnesota to suppress minority votes 

and offer suggestions on how to  

ensure fair elections.  

https://www.aeon.org/chats
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/voter-suppression-discussion-guide/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/wp-content/uploads/Voter-Supression-Discussion-Guide.pdf
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/wp-content/uploads/Voter-Supression-Discussion-Guide.pdf
https://www.oakgrv.org/resources/oak-leaves/
https://news.berkeley.edu/2020/09/29/stacking-the-deck-how-the-gop-works-to-suppress-minority-voting/
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Green Committee 

Financial$ 
by Sue Greimel, Treasurer 

Through 

Jan. 31 

2021 Act vs Budg 2020 

Actuals Budget Fav/(Unfav) Actuals 

Income YTD 99,084 $96,643 $2,440 $108,056 

Expense YTD $55,531 $61,164 $5,633 $60,774 

Income – Exp $43,553 $35,479 $8,074 $47,282 

Financial Summary: January Income was $2.4K higher than budget, while  

expenses were under by $5.6K (Personnel $1.9K, Admin $1.2K, Youth $1.1K). The 

overall yearly surplus of $43.5K is $8.1K better than expected. A good start to the year!  

Alternative Sources for Electrical Energy for Oak Grove Presbyterian Church 

Oak Grove continues to receive electricity directly from the sun. Last year was a  

banner year for our 55 solar panels that are on the south facing roof of the education 

wing. As you can see from the following data document, the panels produced 25% 

more energy than they did in 2019. 

Oak Grove is also a member of a community solar farm located near St. Cloud. Nautilus 

Solar LLC provides us with 55,000 to 60,000 KWH of electricity that we purchase at 

market rates. 

At the Ash Wednesday Drive-Thru on Feb. 17, Oak 

Grovers donated more than $1,100 to benefit Loaves & 

Fishes. Contributors received a small recipe booklet of 

simple meals put together by the deacons. 
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March Birthdays 
If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have  

that information or you requested that your name not appear. 

Important (1–21) and significant (85+) birthdays  

are listed in parentheses. 

 

Pastor Mary Koon’s college friend, Liz Johnson Hansen, died 
Jan. 28 at 62 years. 

Jane Jacobson’s friend, Louis, died Jan. 31. 

Laura Orr’s step-grandmother, Nancy Page, died Jan. 31 at 83 years. 

Joni Quist’s grandson, Joel Holforty, died Feb. 2 at 28 years.  
He was also the brother of Sarah & Jeff Olson’s daughter in-law, Joy. 

Jennie Steskal’s father, Chester McGill, died Feb. 4 at 80 years. 

Mary Benz & Anne Campbell’s brother, Tom Campbell, died Feb. 5 at 68 years. 

Sharon Nolte’s brother, Bob Esnough, died Feb. 5 at 73 years. 

Lisa Pomroy’s uncle, Roger Martell, died Feb. 6 at 85 years. 

Jane Aitken’s father-n-law, Jack Aitken, died Feb. 14 at 90 years. 

Former member Marlene Teien, died Feb. 20 at 84 years.  

19:  Myles Johnson (7), Allison Wruck,  
Greg Wenz, Nancy Hauser 

20:  Patsy Fisk 

21:  Meg Robles 

22:  Alexander Johnson (9) 

23:  Christie Rossow, Art Fisk, 
Lynette Severson 

24:  James Robles (15) 

25:  Rich Price, John Kim 

27:  Maren Karow, Kathy Howell, 
Svea Kanne (100) 

28:  Michelle Minea, Sue Powers, 
Enid Lang, Fran Muller (87) 

29:  Jim Goodermont 

30: Chuck Mikkelson 

Condolences to Family and Friends of: 

1: Rosalie Johnson 

2:  Dave Johnson 

5:  Stephen Tolvstad (86), Eman Boateng, 
Arnie Erickson (94), Becky Dop 

6: Margaret Comstock (93) 

7:  Jane Propsom, Ruth Dukelow 

9: Maddie Rossow (11), Emma Wasko, 
Nana Kwarteg (21), Anne Byers 

10:  Jack Wenz (19) 

11: Molly Fineran (7) 

14:  Seth Thomas 

15:  Marian Schwartz (91) 

16: Cara Scotting (89) 

17: Violette Gibson (13), Laura Orr,  
Connie Nesbitt, Jim Lignell 



… to the church and community who have 

brought food, given us money for expenses, sent 

cards and prayed for us. We have felt your love and 

support. – Bev Bliss & Family 
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During Lent, we will be receiving our One 

Great Hour of Sharing Offering with the 

dedication of it on March 28, Palm Sunday. 

“One Great Hour of Sharing is the single, 

largest way that Presbyterians come  

together every year to work for a better 

world.” 

This offering provides relief from natural 

disasters, food for the hungry, and  

support for the poor and oppressed “You 

shall be repairers of the breach,” Isaiah 

58. 

Please give generously. You can mail in 

your check and mark it for OGHS, or  

donate online at our website.  

The PNC has been working diligently and 

thoughtfully to seek out and hire  

Oak Grove's next Pastor/Head of Staff. 

We've been meeting about once a week 

since the end of April to review Personal 

Information Forms and conduct interviews. 

Applicants have come from all parts of  

the United States. PC(USA)'s Church 

Leadership Connection team provided us 

with potential candidates, and applicants 

would have seen Oak Grove's pertinent 

information on the Presbytery's website or 

heard about the opening from other  

clergy/websites and then self-referred. 

Because of limitations imposed by the 

pandemic, we conducted our meetings 

and all interviews via Zoom and watched 

numerous sermons online from a variety 

of applicants (thank you to all tech support 

people!). 

We are gratified that our work has brought 

us this far. Exciting days are ahead!  

One Great Hour of Sharing 

PNC Report 
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We will continue to have colorful arrangements  

for our Sunday worship services, virtual or in-person.  

Select a date in memory of or honor of a loved one, group or event.  

Cost is $30 due at sign-up. 

Contact Sharon Fields at 952-831-0504 (landline) or urbanfields2.1@q.com  

to sign up and reserve your special date. 

Chancel Flower Sign-up 

Holy Week at Oak Grove 

March 28: Palm Sunday 

Palms & Pancakes Drive-Thru (9–10:00 am) 

at the church followed by live-streamed  

service at 10:45 am. 

April 1: Maundy Thursday 

Pre-recorded service available online. 

April 2: Good Friday 

Live-streamed service at noon. 

April 3: Family Easter Egg Hunt (3–4:00 pm) 

outside at Oak Grove Church. 

April 4: Easter 

Live-streamed service at 10:45 am. 

Session News 

The following passed at the Feb. 23 Session meeting: 

 Baptism of Ezra Benjamin Lassiter for March 21, 2021. 

 Pledged a portion of Oak Grove's assets to be put in trust with the PCUSA for 

the purpose of Restorative Justice acknowledging the disparity of wealth over 

generations with African Americans and Indigenous people. 

 Sign a letter to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency regarding measures to 

combat climate change from the Green Committee. 

 Authorized support for the Child Poverty Reduction Act. 

 Urging members to join the Fair Food Program by signing the Wendy's  

Boycott letter. 

mailto:urbanfields2.1@q.com
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Adult Faith Formation meets by Zoom 

Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm and 

Sunday mornings at 9:30 am. 

Wednesdays: Feb. 24–March 24 

We hope you will join in our Lenten study 

of the classic book “Life of the Beloved.” 

In this study, we will explore what has 

been called the greatest legacy of one  

of the greatest spiritual authors of the 

20th century: Henri Nouwen. 

To join the Zoom meeting: 

Link: https://bit.ly/2Gh8wtx 

Meeting ID: 897 3898 8374  

Passcode: oakgrove 

For audio only, call 312-626-6799 and 

use the ID and Passcode. 

Sundays 

Please join us each Sunday for interesting 

and informative presentations designed to 

expand our minds and grow our faith.  

March 7: Hadija Steen Mills will join us 

to share about her work studying COVID 

disparities, in terms of who gets the  

disease, how it is tested and how the  

vaccine is distributed. 

March 14: The day marks nearly one 

year since the church building shut down 

to keep us all safe and healthy. We will 

mark this day with a word from our  

Re-Entry Task Force, our Tech Team and a 

retrospective of the year through Power Point!  

March 21: Cathy Maes, Executive  

Director of Loaves & Fishes, will give us 

an update. Oak Grove has been a Loaves 

& Fishes site since January of 2021. We'll 

also hear how it's going and have the  

opportunity to thank all our volunteers and 

coordinators. 

March 28: Palms & Pancakes! Please 

join the drive-thru at church (9–10 am) to 

receive palms and pancakes for our Palm 

Sunday worship at 10:45 am. 

To join the Zoom meeting: 

Link: https://bit.ly/34dW6L2 

Meeting ID: 882 1149 9405  

Passcode: 195553  

For audio only, call 312-626-6799 and 

use the ID and Passcode. 

Adult Faith Formation in March! (Yay, spring is coming…) 

Deacon Request 

Since we are not able to use the Deacons 

Bench for sending cards to members and 

friends on the Prayer List, we are encouraging 

you to send cards from your homes. 

These are difficult times and contacts are 

important. Thank you for your continued 

help and God Bless!!  

– Verona Stoesz, Board of Deacons 

https://bit.ly/2Gh8wtx
https://bit.ly/34dW6L2
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Children are meeting regularly with each 

other and their teachers on Zoom every 

Sunday and Wednesday evenings. 

Sundays: 

 9:30 am Preschool with Karen, Linda 

& Marleen 

 10 am K–2nd with Laura 

 10 am 3rd–5th with Sue 

 

 

Upcoming Events for children and families 

Wednesday, March 10 

Kid’s concert – our friend, Emma Wasko, 

will put together songs on a YouTube 

channel for families to access. We will 

kick it off with a family Zoom concert 

Saturday, April 3 (3–4:00 pm) 

Family Easter Egg Hunt (outside); eggs 

will be hidden so children do not bunch up 

but masks will be required. 

If you have a creative idea for a mission 

project or a COVID-friendly, safe family  

activity, please let Mary Koon or Karen 

Gerdes know! We are always looking for 

new ways to stay connected and share 

love in the community and world. 

  2021 

Birth Announcements! 



Oak Grove Presbyterian 
2200 W. Old Shakopee Rd 

Bloomington, MN 55431 
 

Phone: (952) 888-4621  
Fax: (952) 888-2523 

E-mail: ogpc@oakgrv.org 
Website: www.oakgrv.org 

 
Office Hours 

Monday–Thursday 
8:30 am–4:00 pm 

Friday 8:30 am–3:00 pm 
 

Oak Grove Staff 
Ministers: the 495 members 

 
Transitional Pastor 

The Rev. Dr. Anne Fisher 
afisher@oakgrv.org 

 
Associate Pastor 
Rev. Mary Koon 

mkoon@oakgrv.org 
 

Director of Music: 
Judy Cooper 

jcooper@oakgrv.org 
 

Youth & Young Adult Dir. 
Britta Augdahl 

baugdahl@oakgrv.org 
 

Office Administrator: 
Sue Gjerset 

sgjerset@oakgrv.org 
 

Accountant: 
Anne Swenson 

aswenson@oakgrv.org 
 

Organist: Nancy Hauser 
 

Treasurer: Sue Greimel 
treasurer@oakgrv.org 

 
Clerk of Session: 
Connie Nesbitt 

clerkofsession@oakgrv.org 
 

Child Care Providers: 

Lacey Jones 

Shannon Murray 

 

Custodians: 

Tim Dubis 

Martinalan Smith 

 
2021 Per Capita is $36.50 

As we hit the one-year mark of our 

church building being closed due to 

COVID, we have some reasons to 

be optimistic. The vaccines are  

becoming more available (though 

not without some frustrating logistics) 

and current COVID case numbers 

and deaths are declining. Governor 

Walz is also making decisions to 

roll back some of the restrictions 

that have been in place in the state.  

Your church leaders are continuing 

to be vigilant in monitoring changes 

and are preparing to make decisions 

about loosening some of our safety 

precautions when the time is right. 

That being said, we are still being 

cautioned by the MDH and CDC 

about the potential of more contagious 

and potentially more deadly COVID 

strains beginning to circulate in  

the coming weeks. We will keep 

monitoring and pray that these  

predictions don’t come to fruition. 

We are very grateful for this  

congregation who has managed to 

continue to be a loving and connected 

community, even while the church 

building, itself, has been closed. 

Thanks go out to all of our pastors, 

staff and leaders for their creativity 

and energy during this year. And 

what would we have done without 

our wonderful tech team?! We 

thank you for continuing to care for 

one another by wearing face-masks 

and following distancing rules. We 

are urging all of you to get the  

vaccine as soon as you are able! 

Dr. Fauci says that herd immunity 

won’t happen until 70–85% of the 

adult population is vaccinated. We 

are looking forward to the day when 

we can safely worship together  

in-person! 

As always, if you have questions or 

concerns, feel free to contact the 

church office or Anne Klueh 

(astklueh@yahoo.com, 651-235-9940).  

Racial Equity 

Re-Entry Task Force Update 

You are invited to join the Racial Equity group to discuss the movie, 13th, 

on Sunday, March 7 at 4:00 pm via Zoom. 

13th is a powerful documentary that explores the intersection of race,  

justice, and mass incarceration in the United States. It can be found on 

Netflix. Because of the nature of the film, we suggest you consider watching 

it in a few viewings. We look forward to seeing you on the 7th! 

To join the Zoom meeting 

Link: https://bit.ly/39nQ1PV 

Meeting ID: 898 343 9400 

Passcode: 383326 

For audio only, call 312-626-6799 and use the ID and Passcode. 

mailto:astklueh@yahoo.com
https://bit.ly/39nQ1PV

