
Have we ever been so glad to flip a page on a calendar? We know that crossing 
into a new year does not make our current issues evaporate, but it feels good to 
have this past year in the rear-view mirror. As a church, in whatever circumstance 
we find ourselves, we continue to be called to a witness of God’s work in this world 
and God’s love for all people.  

It is with great excitement that we announce that beginning Monday Jan. 4, 2021, 
Loaves & Fishes will be moving their site from Creekside Community Center to  
Oak Grove Presbyterian Church! Loaves & Fishes is a community-based volunteer 
organization serving free, healthy meals to Minnesotans where the need is greatest. 
For the past 25 years, Oak Grove has volunteered with Loaves & Fishes by preparing 
and serving meals twice a month. 

The pandemic has changed how Loaves & Fishes provides those meals. Since 
March, Loaves & Fishes has been serving meals prepared by a chef and distributed 
through a drive-up system. At their current location, Creekside Community Center, 
Loaves & Fishes has been serving approximately 200 people a night Monday 
through Friday. Creekside will be closing at the end of 2020. 

Through the Mission and Building & Ops Committees, and the Session, Oak Grove 
has said YES in providing a place to feed the hungry. As long as Oak Grove is 
closed to other meetings, Oak Grove will be the pickup site for Loaves & Fishes 
from 5:30–6:30 pm, Monday–Friday. 

How can you help? As members, we can do more than just provide a building. 
There are opportunities to volunteer at our site. You can sign up individually on  
the Loaves & Fishes website or call the church office (952-888-1621) if you are  
interested in volunteering. We are organizing teams of four. 

I can’t think of a more timely way for a church to minister to the community than  
to provide food to the hungry. Members of the Oak Grove Loaves & Fishes  
coordinating team are: Bob Heise, Ed & Lari Ann Schmidt, Patty Nail, Nancy Kachel 
and Kathy Tominski. 

Here’s to a healthy and fruitful new year where the hungry are fed. 

Anne Fisher, 
Transitional Pastor 
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For I was hungry and you gave me food. 
I was thirsty and you gave me a drink. 

– Matthew 25:35 



Columbarium Update 
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The Columbarium, made of granite and 
limestone, was installed in late November. 
There are 100 Niches, 50 in front and 50 
in back. The committee is working with a 
landscaper to develop a plan for land-
scaping including pavers etc. Jane Horn 
is working with a company to develop  
a plan for the Memorial Garden that will 
surround the structure. The funding for 
the garden is from a memorial given by 
the Vanatta family. 

A Niche can hold the cremains of 1–2 
people. The size of each Niche is 8” x 8”. 
Cremains are placed in a bronze box 
within the Columbarium Niche. The outside 
plate will have the inscribed name(s), 
date of birth and death of the individual(s). 
The price of a Niche is $2,600. 

There will be a Memorial Wall placed on 
the church building between the Nursery 
door and the Sanctuary door. This will be 

made out of granite. The price to place 
the name of a loved one on this wall will 
be $250. 

There are guidelines in place as to who 
may be placed in a Niche and also on the 
Memorial Wall. 

This will be a sacred resting place on our 
church grounds for family and friends to 
come and meditate, to remember loved 
ones and to enjoy the beauty of God’s 
creation. 

If you have questions or are interested  
in purchasing a Niche, please contact 
Connie Nesbitt at 612-702-0684 or 
nesread@hotmail.com. There is additional 
information on the church website at 
https://www.oakgrv.org. 

Top row: Columbarium front view, Memorial Wall | Bottom row: Columbarium back view, full view 



Thank You Dorothy Beattie! 

Long-Time Volunteer Retires from the 
Sanctuary Guild. 

We are thankful for the countless hours of 
time, creativity, and talent that Dorothy 
has shared with our congregation over 
the years! 

The Sanctuary Guild was formed when 
the current sanctuary was built in 2000, 
and Dorothy has been on the team since 
its start. She will be retiring in January after 
leading the group of faithful volunteers for 
15 years. 

Dorothy is grateful for all the talented and 
committed folks that she’s worked with 
over the years. She believes that each 
person brings a special gift to the ministry 
and it shows! From entry-door planters, to 
Narthex décor, to colorful paraments, 
plants, candles, wall art, communion table 
coverings and banners in the sanctuary, 
the Sanctuary Guild helps create a mood 
for worship that brings us closer to God 
and one another. 

The Guild has accomplished a lot these 
last 20 years! Under Dorothy’s leadership, 
the team initiated the cross that now lights 
the chancel as well as the stained-glass 
windows. Both of these projects reflected 
a cross-disciplinary effort and were  
financed by generous donations. The 

Chrismons on the Christmas tree (which 
will return next Advent!) were created 
when Dorothy led the group. They were 
designed by Dawn Williams and made by 
the children of Oak Grove when Carol 
Osweiler was Director of Christian Education. 

Dorothy describes her time with the  
Sanctuary Guild as fulfilling and has  
enjoyed working with a group of committed 
volunteers to make our church beautiful in 
every season. We wish Dorothy all the 
best as she retires from this significant 
responsibility and passes the torch to 
Pam Williams and Ev Gebhard. We are 
grateful for all of you and thank you for 
your ministry at Oak Grove! 
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We will continue to have colorful arrangements  
for our Sunday worship services in 2021, virtual or in-person.  

Select a date in memory of or honor of a loved one, group or event.  
Cost is $30 due at sign-up. 

Contact Sharon Fields at 952-831-0504 (landline) or urbanfields2.1@q.com  
to sign up and reserve your special date. 

Chancel Flower Sign-up for 2021 



Members of the Alternative Christmas 
Marketplace Committee have heard many 
favorable comments about having the  
opportunity to participate in our annual 
Christmas giving in 2020, even though we 
were not able to gather and greet each 
other in our House of Worship. 

One Oak Grove member wrote, “My heart 
is warmed by Oak Grove! Always has 
been and always will be. This is what is 
great about the human race”. Another 
said, “My heart is full of gratitude… a  
miracle of giving in dark times. What an 
amazing community of faith”. Still others 
mentioned that they appreciated being 
able to donate to many of the traditional 
giving opportunities while needing to stay 
at home. 

Thanks to the love and concern for people 
here in Minnesota and others in far away 
places in our world, Oak Grove broke all 
Christmas Marketplace records and took 
in a total of $16,810. 

Here is the individual breakdown: 

KIVA $2,230 

SLT scholarships for Guatemala $1,500 

Clearwater Forest $715 

Supportive Housing $2,430 

Olive Oil & Herbs $395 

Coffee $110 

Presbyterian Mission Agency $9,430  

 

The Mission Committee can’t thank you 
enough for your support. 

Cecelia Laurie, Gar Nordin, Greg Johnson, 
Lucy Clyde, Mark Pridgeon, Noel 
Eggebraaten, Sara Egan, Sharon Nolte, 
Stephen Jones, Sue Powers, Anne Fisher 
(Staff Resource). 

A special THANK YOU to Sue Gjerset 
and Anne Swenson for all their help. 
WOW!!! 

Alternative Christmas Marketplace 
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Ladies Who (no longer) Lunch 

Please join us Wednesday, Jan. 20 at noon. We will discuss the book The Road Back 
to Sweetgrass by Linda LeGarde Grover. 

The novel follows a group of indigenous women from the 1970's to the present. The 
author is a professor at the University of Minnesota Duluth. It is a great book and easily 
available at the library! 

To join the Zoom meeting:  

Link: https://bit.ly/39wAXAf 

Meeting ID: 842 9129 3994 
Passcode: 383326 

For audio only, call 312-626-6799 and use the Meeting ID and Passcode. 



In this time when so many people have 
such great needs, your Supportive Housing 
Committee is extremely grateful for the 
generous response from Oak Grove’s 
family and friends during our Alternative 
Christmas Marketplace. While we are truly 
overwhelmed, we are appreciative of, but 
not surprised by the concern that Oak 
Grovers express through such faithful giving. 
As a result of your combined contribution 
of $2,430 to this committee we are now 
able to help so many individuals and families 
in the following ways:  

Oasis for Youth will receive money for 
Christmas Giving that is usually a part of 
the Giving Tree in the narthex each year. 
In the past, each ornament on the tree 
had a gift suggestion for a youth. An Oak 
Grover would purchase the gift and return 
it to church. This year, thanks to your 
generosity, the Oasis staff will be able to 
give their youth a gift card instead.  

In a continuation of our support for AEON, 
the non-profit affordable housing developer 
we support in various ways, will be receiving 
a check to be used for rental assistance. 
The need is great and right now this  
contribution will be part of a matching 
funds opportunity.  

The remainder of the donations will go  
to Liberty Community Church in North 
Minneapolis. Many of the students attend-
ing their 21st Century Academy School 
have families in need of rental assistance 
and other supportive services. Liberty 
Community Church is the only Black 
Presbyterian Church in Minnesota. 

During these challenging times, we once 
again want to say thank you for your  
support and wish you all blessings and 
peace. 

Carol Long, Carol Osweiler, Joey Oslund, 
Lisa Pomroy, Nancy Hauser, Sue Powers, 
Anne Fisher (staff resource). 

Supportive Housing Committee 
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Thank you for continuing to support Oasis as we celebrate our 10th year as the trusted resource 
for youth in the southwest suburbs. With your help, we were able to make over 3,000 contacts 
with our young people in 2020 and launch Mobile Oasis. From our family to yours, wishing you 
health and a brighter 2021! –Jasmyn, Chee, Ran, Arash, Blaine, Nicole, Jess, Tina & Heidi 



2021 Per Capita Apportionment 
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Each church that is part of the Presbytery 
of the Twin Cities Area (PTCA) pays an 
apportionment based on the number of 
active members reported to the General 
Assembly. For 2021, this number is Oak 
Grove’s active members from 2019.  

The Per Capita for 2021 has not changed 
from 2020 and remains at $36.50 and is 
broken down as follows:  

General Assembly $8.98 

Synod $5.50 

Presbytery $22.02 

TOTAL $36.50/member 

So, based on our number of active members 
from 2019 of 489, Oak Grove will remit 
$17,848.50 to PTCA in 2021 for Per Capita. 

If you want to contribute towards Per 
Capita and you receive envelopes, there 
is a special envelope for Per Capita  
contributions. Otherwise, just send a 
check with Per Capita in the memo and it 
will be applied accordingly. Online donations 
with credit cards or direct withdrawal from 
your checking account can also be made 
on the Oak Grove website. 

Last year Oak Grove received over 
$7,000 in contributions towards our Per 
Capita expense. Thank you very much! 

Financial$ submitted by Treasurer, Sue Greimel 

Through 
Nov. 30 

2020 Act vs Budg 2019 
Actuals Budget Fav/(Unfav) Actuals 

Income YTD $656,149 $692,194 ($36,045) $687,677 
Expense YTD $676,202 $757,603 $81,401 $643,234 
Income – Exp ($20,054) ($65,409) $45,356 $44,442 

Financial Summary: November income was $10.4K lower than budget, while  
expenses were under by $1.1K (Personnel $4.1K, Technology $1.3K). The overall 
yearly deficit is $20.1K, $45.4K better than expectations. 

Pastors Discretionary Fund 
This is a separate fund administered by the pastors for the emergency needs of our 
members and neighbors. It has been seeing a lot of activity as of late. In 2020 over 
$11,000 has been given out for rent assistance, gas and food cards and car repair. 
Although people cannot be evicted right now, they are uncomfortable piling on the 
debt of unpaid rent. The fund is supported by generous gifts from members of the 
church and the Supportive Housing Committee. Currently our account is down to  
approximately $1,800. Please consider giving to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund  
during this difficult and stressful time. 



January Birthdays 
If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have  

that information or you requested that your name not appear. 
Important (1–21) and significant (85+) birthdays  

are listed in parentheses. 

 

Candy Williamson’s father, John Barton, died Nov. 27 at 90 years. 

Joyce Morrison’s sister-in-law, Mary Lou Peterson,  
died Nov. 29 at 87 years. 

Dorothy Sorensen’s brother, Jim Dow, died. 

Ev Gebhard’s brother, Dale Dufelmeier, died Dec. 10 at 82 years. 

Nancy Hauser’s father-in-law, Vern Hauser, died Dec. 10 at 97 years. 

Lisa Ervin’s father, Bob Sanchez, died Dec. 17. 

Elise Kelly’s grandmother / David Hansen’s mother, Susan West,  
died Dec. 19 at 85 years. 

20:  Mary Jones 

21:  Susannah Ehrenberg (6), Al Eiler (89) 

22:  Chidera Esele, Marshall Lagani,  
Rick Render 

23:  Tatum Gillies (14), Kathy Tominski,  
Roger Hornnes (86) 

24:  Angelo Cantu (11), Brandon McKinnon,  
Adam Decknatel, Karna Mikkelson,  
Dick Twete, Dale Copeland (85) 

25:  John Crampton 

26:  Karen Alonzi, Jim Knutson, Leslie Davis 

27:  Maggie Snyder, Paula Uvodich,  
Iris Karow 

28: Gracie Thomas (9), Morgan Duvall (18),  
Brooke Brandt, Susan Skovran,  
Rita Raley, Terry Nesbitt 

29: DJ Smith (3), CeCe Klueh,  
Faith Grondin (92) 

30: Josh Pearson, Jim Furber 

31: Tim Taylor, Margaret Koch (87) 
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Condolences to Family and Friends of: 

1: Matthew Carter (14) 

2:  Caroline Delano, Paulette Jacobson, 
Anne Jones 

3:  Det Souvannasane, Barb Bruder (88) 

4: Margot Schrad (2), Hannah Jones (14), 
Lily Dodge (17) 

5:  Brian Boakye-Ansah (18),  
Carrie Wilkens 

6: Eugene Orr, Joan Ulwelling,  
Karen Amato 

8:  Lizzie Jeschke (15), Mary Tolvstad (85) 

9:  Allan Carter (12), Julia Steskal (12),  
Alix Montcho, Sue Kim 

10:  Susan Beelman, Ed Egan 
13: Andrew Barron 

15:  Lisa Pomroy, Bill Pomroy,  
Bob Worthington 

16:  Bethany Lagani, Pat West 

17: Anne Klueh 

19: Mark Erickson, Jim Reineke,  
Susan Bachman (86) 



We hope you will consider joining in  
reading the book Decolonizing Wealth by 
Edgar Villanueva. This book has been 
recommended for congregational study 
by our PCUSA General Assembly  
Co-Moderators. 

This link describes their vision in this book 
choice: https://bit.ly/3aK9Wd3. 

We will be discussing the first half of the 
book (called Where It Hurts) on Thursday, 
Jan. 28, 7:00–8:00 p.m. We plan to talk 

about the second half of the book on 
Thursday, Feb. 25, 7:00–8:00 p.m. 

The book is available in Hennepin County 
Library system or we invite you to consider 
ordering it from: 

 Birchbark Books 
https://bit.ly/34RH133 

 Black Garnet Books 
https://bit.ly/3hnj7kV 

Racial Justice 
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On Sunday, Jan. 17, we will be Ordaining and Installing our Elders and Deacons. 
Since we are doing this remotely and cannot lay hands on our new officers, we are 
asking all current and former elders, deacons and clergy to send in pictures of your 
hands by Thursday, Jan. 14 to sgjerset@oakgrv.org. 

Thank you as we continue to be a church beyond the walls! 

Hands! 



Call for Vaccine Clinical Trial Volunteers 

Oak Grove Presbyterian Church has been 
asked to get the news out on M Health 
Fairview’s Covid-19 Clinical Trial. 

Our own Andy Snyder is the Director of 
the Clinical Trials Office and said, “We are 
focusing our efforts on individuals that are 
>65 years old or non-white. These groups 
have been hit so hard by COVID, we want 
to provide them with access to this study.” 

M Health Fairview is looking for adults 
who: 

 Are aged 18+ years, particularly over 
65 years of age 

 Represent a racial and ethnic group 
that has been greatly impacted by the 
pandemic (such as African American, 
Latinx, Native American, or Asian 
American) 

 Have an underlying medical condition 
(such as diabetes or obesity) 

 Have a high risk of exposure through 
work (such as first responder, 
healthcare professional, or delivery 
person) 

 Live or work in an elder-care facility 

 Are retired or active military 

If you decide to join a COVID-19 prevention 
study, you may be compensated for your 
participation. 

To learn more, contact: 

M Health Fairview Clinical Trials Office 

651.326.4450 

researchscreening@fairview.org 

Join the Fight Against COVID-19 
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Oak Grove Family & Friends, 

My Dad and I would like to thank you all for your cards and prayers for his recovery. 
It means so much to have your encouragement. – Diane Baumgartner 



We hope that you return to Zoom Faith 
Formation renewed and ready for the 
New Year! If you have yet to join us on 
Wednesdays or Sundays, please know 
that you are most welcome. We appreciate 
all participation, and encourage you to 
deepen your faith through our offerings in 
2021. 

Adult Faith Formation meets by Zoom 
Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm and  
Sunday mornings at 9:30 am. 

Wednesdays 

WoW! will start up again on Jan. 13. Mary 
Pol will continue with the study of the 
Gospel of Mark. 

To join the Zoom meeting: 

Link: https://bit.ly/2Gh8wtx 

Meeting ID: 897 3898 8374  
Passcode: oakgrove 

For audio only, call 312-626-6799 and 
use the ID and Passcode. 

Sundays 

Here’s the line up for January: An Essential 
Word from our Ministry Teams! 

Jan. 10: Oak Grove Mission Committee 
will fill us in on everything that they have 
been doing! 

Jan. 17: The Green Team will present 
with RREAL, Rural Renewable Energy 
Alliance of Northern Minnesota. The 
presentation is called "Bringing Renewable 
Energy and Empowerment to Low Income 
Communities to End Energy Poverty." (See 
graphic below and article on page 11) 

Jan. 24: On behalf of the Social Justice 
Committee, Amanda Fineran will present 
Oak Grove’s progress on a Land 
Acknowledgement, and Milissa Carter 
and Jim Koon will continue the discussion 
about restorative giving. 

Jan. 31: Supportive Housing will share 
their ministry work and Aeon’s Community 
Engagement Manager Tashia Weisen-
burger Pomroy will share how Covid is 
impacting people in affordable housing. 

To join the Zoom meeting: 

Link: https://bit.ly/34dW6L2 

Meeting ID: 882 1149 9405  
Passcode: 195553  

For audio only, call 312-626-6799 and 
use the ID and Passcode. 

Adult Faith Formation 
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We thank everyone who created Holiday 
cards for the residents of Nine Mile Creek 
this Christmas! Sarah Elbert, to whom we 
are most grateful for coordinating this effort, 
delivered 126 cards! What a beautiful way 
to share Christ’s love this season – 
thanks, Sarah, and thank you artists! 

Children’s Ministry meets by Zoom 
Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm and  
Sunday mornings. 

Regular Children’s Faith Formation will 
begin on Wednesday, Jan. 6, and Sunday, 
Jan. 10. 

Sundays: 

 9:30 am Preschool with Karen, Linda 
& Marleen 

 10 am K–2nd with Laura 

 10 am 3rd–5th with Sue 

Please note: Laura Orr will be on hand 
for all ages of children who would like a 
special holiday class on Sunday, Jan. 3 at 
10 am. 

On Wednesday, Jan. 6, the children will 
learn about Epiphany! Please look for 
these links in weekly emails. 

If you have a creative idea for a mission 
project or a Covid-friendly, safe family  
activity, please let Mary Koon or Karen 
Gerdes know! We are always looking for 
new ways to stay connected and share 
love in the community and world. 

Children’s Ministry 

The Adult Faith Formation program on 
Sunday, Jan. 17 (9:30 am) will be  
presented by the Green Committee and 
Rural Renewable Energy Alliance 
(RREAL) of Northern Minnesota. It's 
called "Bringing Renewable Energy and 
Empowerment to Low Income Communities 
to End Energy Poverty." 

RREAL is a leader in helping Native 
American Nations construct community 
solar gardens, solar for Habitat for  
Humanity houses, solar assistance for 
low-income people through community 
action programs. RREAL also develops 
community-based solar projects in Uganda 
and Liberia. In addition, RREAL has led  
in installing solar on schools and has  

developed renewable energy curricula for 
grades K–8 which is being used in 
schools throughout Minnesota. 

https://www.rreal.org 

Our goal is to begin a discussion of how 
Oak Grove can marry our church's efforts 
and expertise in social justice, mission, 
supportive housing, education and  
environmental stewardship to serve the 
wider community of low-income people in 
our communities. 

For more information, please contact 
John Crampton at 612-396-6010. 

Green Committee 



O  G  P  
2200 W. Old Shakopee Rd 

Bloomington, MN 55431 
 

Phone: (952) 888-4621  
Fax: (952) 888-2523 

E-mail: ogpc@oakgrv.org 
Website: www.oakgrv.org 

 
Office Hours 

Monday–Thursday 
8:30 am–4:00 pm 

Friday 8:30 am–3:00 pm 
 

Oak Grove Staff 
Ministers: the 497 members 

 
Transitional Pastor 

The Rev. Dr. Anne Fisher 
afisher@oakgrv.org 

 
Associate Pastor 
Rev. Mary Koon 

mkoon@oakgrv.org 
 

Director of Music: 
Judy Cooper 

jcooper@oakgrv.org 
 

Youth & Young Adult Dir. 
Britta Augdahl 

baugdahl@oakgrv.org 
 

Office Administrator: 
Sue Gjerset 

sgjerset@oakgrv.org 
 

Accountant: 
Anne Swenson 

aswenson@oakgrv.org 
 

Organist: Nancy Hauser 
 

Treasurer: Sue Greimel 
treasurer@oakgrv.org 

 
Clerk of Session: 
Connie Nesbitt 

clerkofsession@oakgrv.org 
 

Child Care Providers: 
Lacey Jones 

Shannon Murray 
 

Part-time Custodians: 
Tim Dubis 

Martinalan Smith 
 

2021 Per Capita is $36.50 

The Pastor Nominating Committee is moving ahead in its search for  
Oak Grove's new pastor with ongoing interviews, reference checks and 
background checks. 

Please pray for us as we continue our work in the New Year.  

Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) Update 

As Dr. Michael Osterholm recently 
said, “We are in the worst of times 
and the best of times in our life with 
Covid.” The worst is referring to our 
surge of cases and of our death 
rate which are both likely to get 
worse through the early part of 
2021. The best refers to the promise 
of the vaccine which is just starting 
to be distributed as this article is 
being written. 

It is hard to imagine a time when 
we have been more dependent on 
one another to successfully get 
through a crisis. What we each 
choose to do or choose not to  
do makes a difference in the  
health and well-being of our whole 
community. With that in mind, we 
want to thank you, the caring  
members of Oak Grove, for being 
so respectful of others and for  
following Covid safety rules! 

We do look forward to the day 
when we can actually live up to  
our committee’s name and start 
planning for in-person events! In 
the meantime, we will follow the  
on-going recommendations of the 
MDH, PTCA, and Presbytery, USA 
and will be staying the course for 
the near future. The church will  
remain closed and services will be 
virtual. 

We have been thrilled at the  
participation level of Oak Grove’s 
virtual and outdoor, physically  
distanced events. Please stay 
tuned for new events and join in as 
you can. 

In the meantime, please stay well, 
continue to protect yourselves and 
others and be in prayer for the 
health of our world. Thank you! 

Re-Entry Task Force Update 

WANT TO HELP? 

There are two ways to do this: 

1. Call Oak Grove, 952-888-4621, and leave 
your name if interested (no firm commitment needed at this time). 
Dates and how many teams we would have will depend on interest. 

2. Loaves & Fishes will also offer an online sign-up for our location: 
https://bit.ly/3nXKzbh 

Volunteer shifts will be 4:00–7:00 pm offered Monday through Friday. Oak 
Grove has been cooking and serving with Loaves & Fishes for more than 
25 years. It fits our mission well. We are excited for this new opportunity! 


