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This season of Thanksgiving can easily get lost in the uncertainty and anxiety of our 
time. How can we celebrate Thanksgiving at a time with so much loss and upheaval? 
It is tempting to stay in that dark and heavy spot. Throughout time no matter how dire 
the circumstances there is enough room for a grateful heart. Being grateful opens the 
door to hope and possibility. Being grateful lightens our spirits. Using this space, let 
me tell you how my heart is filled with gratitude for Oak Grove. 

 I am grateful for the dedication that the sound, video and light crew shows as 
they arrive every Sunday. Worship has been available every week since we 
have been apart. (they would welcome folks who would like to help!)  

 I am grateful for the tenacity as you move beyond your comfort zones. You  
persist in learning new ways to connect and communicate. Everyone who tries 
how to position their camera and how to mute and unmute is a champion in  
my book!  

 I am grateful for the vision of our Elders and Deacons who continue to live out 
their calling to serve. They are not shying away from wrestling with big topics  
like restorative justice and feeding the hungry.  

 I am grateful for the commitment of our Pastoral Nominating Committee who 
have been meeting steadily since their election in April. They are moving  
ahead prayerfully and deliberately in finding the best leader for this time in  
the life of Oak Grove.  

 I am grateful for the love of the members and friends of Oak Grove as you  
support the work of the church through your presence in remote worship and 
through your gifts to the church. Your actions and your pledges say yes to  
another year of mission and ministry that go beyond the walls of the church. 

 I am grateful that I could continue listing so many more things that make my 
heart sing regarding Oak Grove. 

It does work, my heart feels lighter when I turn my attention to being thankful.  
You should try it! 

Give thanks to God whose “love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things.” I Cor.13:7. I would love to hear about the things that make your 
heart sing in gratitude. 

Thankfully yours, 
Pastor Anne 
 
Please note, the Session has called a Congregational Meeting to elect Elders,  
Deacons and Church Nominating Committee on November 8 at noon via Zoom (see 
pages 7–9 for detailed information). Please make an effort to attend so that we can 
have a quorum for our virtual meeting. 

Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart  
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2 Welcome New Members! 

Ed & Sara Egan 

Ed is retired from Opus 
where he was a VP of 
Business and Sara is a 
retired teacher. 

We welcome these new members: We look forward to meeting them in person in the future 
and finding out more about them and their interests.  

Kylie Borchardt 

Kylie is a sophomore at 
Jefferson High School. 
She has been active in 
youth activities.  

Josh & Ashley Johnson 

Josh works at TCF and  
Ashley is a dental technician. 
They have one daughter and 
soon to have another daughter.  

Emily Lassiter 

Emily works at Urban 
Homeworks as a  
Development Navigator. 
She and husband Azad 
have two children, one 
girl and one boy.  

Katharine Painter 

Katie is a self-employed 
artist with a virtual comic 
book online. 

George Bemis &  
Leah Meyer 

George is a retired USAF 
physician, and Leah is a  
retired teacher.  

I can't send enough love to all of you. Your cards and expressions of love to me, your gifts 
and your time to come say goodbye are all so appreciated. The quilt is beautiful -- almost 
too pretty to use! I will miss interacting with you as you move forward with your Oak Grove 
lives. I've already missed a lot of hugs -- not because of you but from the circumstances -- 
and just know that I was hugging you the last time I saw you. Please keep Paul, Annie and 
me in your prayers as we continue to stay safe and begin to travel again. With much love 
and gratitude, Beth Angerhofer  
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3 Columbarium Update 

The Columbarium Committee is pleased to 
announce that we are selling Niches for the 
Columbarium that will soon be erected. The 
foundation has been laid for the current  
Columbarium with 100 niches, 50 on each 
side. There is also a foundation laid for a  
future Columbarium. The structure itself is 
made out of granite and limestone. The area 
will be landscaped with pavers and also a 
wildflower garden. The funding for the garden 
is from a Memorial given by the Vanatta family. 

A Niche will can hold the cremains of one or 
two people. The size of each Niche is 8” x 8”. 
Cremains are placed in a bronze box within 
the Columbarium Niche. The outside plate 
will have the inscribed name (s), date of birth 
and death of the individual (s). The price of a 
Niche is $2,600. 

There will be a Memorial Wall placed on the 
church building between the Nursery door 
and the Sanctuary door. This will be made 
out of granite. The price to place the name of 
a loved one on this wall will be $250. 

There are Guidelines in place as to who may 
be placed in a Niche and also on the Memorial 
Wall. This will be a sacred resting place on 
our church grounds for family and friends to 
come and meditate, to remember loved ones 
and to enjoy the beauty of God’s creation. 

If you are interested in purchasing a Niche at 
this time or would like more information, 
please contact Connie Nesbitt at 612-702-
0684 or Nesread@hotmail.com. There is  
additional information on the church website 
at https://www.oakgrv.org. 

Margaret Comstock, Volunteer Extraordinaire! 

When Beth Angerhofer  
retired last month, a long 
time outstanding volunteer 
also retired. Margaret  
Comstock worked in the  
office for 25 years! 

She worked with both Pat 
Wilson and Beth, and held 
many positions including 
Wedding Coordinator, Acolyte 
recruiter and even “Beth’s 
Gopher!” In her professional 
life, Margaret was a clinical dietician for more 
than 20 years. 

When her hearing made it impossible to  
answer the phones at the church, she 
worked from her home on her closed-

captioned phone recruiting 
and scheduling office  
volunteers. Margaret loved 
her work and misses seeing 
people particularly during this 
pandemic time. 

We want to give a huge 
“thank you” to Margaret for 
her enthusiastic and faithful 
work. She has a closed-
captioned phone so calls and 
cards are most welcome. 

One of her mottos in life is “It could have 
been worse!” May her joy of life and  
adventure be an inspiration to all of us! 

Thank you Margaret!!! 

VOLUNTEERS 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 
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Many of you may be wondering what the plan 
is for the Annual Alternative Christmas  
Marketplace this year. We won’t be gathering 
together at church, but we do still want to 
support many of our favorite organizations. 

We will concentrate our support on the  
organizations who we usually help such as: 
KIVA, Clearwater Forest, Supportive Housing 
– Giving Tree, SLT Scholarship in Guatemala,  
Palestine Olive Oil and Za’atar Herbs as well 
as Coffee from Guatemala and Mexico. 

In addition, you will have the opportunity to 
purchase Animals, Water projects and other 
items from the Presbyterian Mission Agency. 
We are so sorry we will not be having our 
regular auction with all those wonderful 
homemade items, the jams, pickles, breads 
and cookies this year. 

Around the mid-November you will receive a 
mailing from the Mission Committee informing 
you about all the contributions and/or items 
available for purchase at this year’s Alternative 
Christmas Marketplace. 

In the mailing there will be an order form for 
you to complete stating what organizations 
and/or items you would like to support. You 
will be asked to mark your choices on the 
form, total it, and include a check for your  
donations/purchases. The check should be 
made out to Oak Grove Church with 
“Christmas Market” in the memo line. You will 
also have the opportunity to use a credit 
card, if you prefer. 

We ask that your completed orders form be 
returned to the church by November 30. For 
more information, please contact Sue Powers 
(952-884-8739) or Sharon Nolte (952-884-1014).  

Alternative Christmas Marketplace 

OGPC Early Saturday Morning Golf Group 

Jeff Olson, Dan Olson, Greg Johnson, Rod Myers, Noel Eggebraaten and Dick Nichols. 
Missing is Sarah Olson! We've enjoyed almost every Saturday morning golfing @ Dwan, 
friendship, laughs and occasionally some good golf! 
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In the days before the pandemic, youth 
would come to the Oasis for Youth drop-in 
center for a variety of reasons: basic needs 
like visiting the clothes closet, doing their 
laundry, taking a shower, getting a hot meal; 
counseling or case management help, medical 
care or mental health care, or just to hang out 
and talk, to be able to connect with others, and 
know they’re not alone in their struggle. 

When the coronavirus first hit, the difficult  
decision was made for the drop-in center to 
be closed, but that Oasis would not in any 
sense leave their youth hanging. Thanks to 
Oasis staff and some incredibly dedicated 
case managers and their ingenuity, flexibility 
and adaptability, services never took a pause. 

For case management – check-ins to see 
how people are coping, to see what  
resources they might need or for counseling 
– over the phone has become the new norm. 
Some youth prefer texting to phone calls and 
some just really want to meet, needing that 
face-to-face connection. Whatever the need, 
case managers find a way to make it work, 
connecting with many individuals each day – 
all with different needs from bus tokens to get 
to work, to filling out the paperwork for a 
green card that is about to expire.  

Meetings that must be done in person now 
take place in parks or other open spaces. A 
case manager’s cell phone becomes a WiFi 
hot spot and their laptop becomes the means 
for someone to apply for a job. 

Since the youth haven’t been able to come to 
Oasis, Oasis has been bringing resources to 
the youth. Meal kits and other supplies are 
delivered on a regular basis. Case managers 
make multiple resource drop-offs a day, every day 
– texting their regulars to ask, “what do you 
need? A pick-up from VEAP? Hygiene  
supplies?” The drop-off itself becomes a 
means of connecting with the youth, helping 
them stay engaged and encouraging them as 
they work to meet their goals. 

Outreach has now been expanded to not just 
those living or going to school in Richfield, 
Bloomington or Edina, but also to those who 
work in our community. Oasis makes sure 
the resources they need get to them whether 
they take shelter in Chaska or in a park or on 
someone’s couch. During intake, youth are 
asked “where is your community” not “where 
do you live?” 

To help with this new reality especially as we 
move into the colder months, and with the aid 
of Oak Grove Church which contributed 
$15,000 to this effort, Oasis recently was 
able to purchase a new minivan that can be 
set up as a mobile, heated, indoor, socially-
distanced meeting space with access to a 
phone charger, computer, and WiFi. Oasis 
soon hopes to add to their arsenal a panel 
van that will be stocked with food, clothing 
and other necessities.  

If you are able to help stock the van, please visit the 
Oasis website www.oasisforyouth.org/wishlist. 

Oasis for Youth – COVID Edition 

CONGRATULATIONS  
to Ty Flanagan  
achieving his  

Eagle Scout rank!  

Being an Eagle Scout  
is quite an achievement  

particularly during  
a pandemic! 



T 
E 
C 
H 
 

C 
O 
R 
N 
E 
R 
 

& 
 

S 
E 
S 
S 
I 
O 
N 
 

U 
P 
D 
A 
T 
E 

6 

This November, kick off your holiday  
season in the spirit of generosity and take 
part in Give to the Max Day.  

Give to the Max Day has become Minnesota’s 
annual giving holiday, raising nearly $200 
million in its first 11 years. It's easy to take 
part, simply go to GiveMN.org and donate to 
each of your favorite Minnesota charities. 

Your gift could give a LOT more. Golden 
Ticket winners are drawn daily starting  
November 1, and every 15 minutes on  
November 19.  

If your gift is drawn as a Golden Ticket  
winner, your charity will earn an extra $500, 
$1,000 or even $10,000! 

So mark your calendar and take part in Give 
to the Max Day this November. It’s easy to 
do! Go to GiveMN.org and search for Oak 
Grove Presbyterian Church along with all 
your other favorite local charities, and help 
make a difference. Thank you! 

The SLV Team (Sound-Lights-Video) are the 
volunteers who each Sunday send the service 
to your phone, computer, or TV. 

Come and experience the wonderfulness of 
the Sunday service in-person, AND have the 
rewarding joy of being on the team that 
makes it possible for hundreds of people to 
safely enjoy the service from their own home. 

In person, you’ll hear the beauty of Judy’s  
piano playing, feel the power of Nancy’s  
organ playing, and see Mary, Anne or Britta 
(sometimes all three!) from the VIP box seats 
at the back of the sanctuary that is the  
SLV board. 

Is it difficult? If I can learn how to do it, so 
can you! We will train you. (They trained me, 
and I’m nearly untrainable!) 

I’m not a sound engineer or a lighting expert. 
Spoiler alert, neither are we! 

Is it really a lot of fun, and super rewarding 
also? Actually, it’s more-more fun and super-
duper rewarding. 

To repeat: WE WILL TRAIN YOU. 

To join the SLV Team, or even just to sit-in 
on a Sunday service to see what it’s all 
about, contact Tech Committee chair Pierce 
Flanagan (Pierce.A.Flanagan@gmail.com) or 
SLV Guru’s Mac Davis, Gordon Goodwin or 
Greg Johnson. 

Join the SLV Team, you’ll wonder why you 
didn’t do it sooner. 

– Pierce Flanagan 

Tech Corner: The SLV Team Needs YOU! 

Session is working with Loaves & Fishes for 
Oak Grove to be a Meals To-Go site during 
weekdays. Currently, Loaves & Fishes has 
been serving takeaway meals for at 
Creekside Community Center. 

Creekside will be closing after the first of the 
year. Beginning in January, Oak Grove will 
serve as the site for takeaway dinners only 

through 2021, or until we move our  
programs back onsite. 

Loaves & Fishes is consistent with our  
mission of Feeding those in need. Members 
for the steering committee are Bob Heise, 
Nancy Katchel, Patty Nail, Ed & Larie Ann 
Schmidt, and Kathy Tominiski.  

Session Update 

Give to the Max Day: Nov. 19, 2020 



November Birthdays 
If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have  

that information or you requested that your name not appear. 
Important (1–21) and significant (85+) birthdays  

are listed in parentheses. 
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Congratulations! 
Brooks William Enderlein, son of Brian and Rachel, was baptized at Oak Grove  
Presbyterian on September 27. 

Rory Patrick and his big brother Dwyer James, sons of Michael & Christine Smith,  
were baptized at Oak Grove Presbyterian on Sunday, October 25. 

Josh and Ashley Johnson welcome a new daughter, Penelope Cora, to the family,  
joining big sister Eloise. 

 

Condolences to family and friends of: 
Don Schneider died September 25. 

Carrie Wilkens’ mother Marcia Parks died October 10. 

Mattie Hawley’s father John died October 10. 

Austin Ritterspach died October 12; a family service is pending. 

Barb Hornnes died October 17; a family service will be held Nov. 7. 

Lois Burnes died October 27; the family will have a private celebration of life. 

Karen Amato and Susan Skovran are mourning the death of close friend Marion Frugill. 

2:  Brian Enderlein, Sonya Butler,  
Bob Heise, Alice Hawks (92) 

3:  Ginny Mitchell 
5:  David Wilkens (18), Cassie Snyder,  

Carol Osweiler, Marilyn Eidem 
8:  Dan Mitchell 
9:  Carol Long 

10:  Evan Wilkens (16) 
12:  Cody Hendricks, Kathy Hansen 
13:  Karyn Arazi 
14:  Elise Kelly, Paige Ferguson,  

Bev Carroll (87) 

15:  Barb Skogland 
16:  Dan Olson, Frank Uvodich 
17:  Shawn Wimberly 
18:  Gary Rossow, Terrie Hall,  

Randy Johnson 
20:  Julie Andert 
21:  Lila Netten, Mitzi Pickard (95) 
22:  Ella Snyder, Liz Metzler 
23:  Adam Wilkens 
28:  LeRoy Horn 
29:  Jan Carter, Maxine Engberg (95),  

Isabelle Wideman (97) 
30:  Dick Fields, Jeanne Goodwin 

Thank you, Oak Grove family: Thanks you so much for all the cards, prayers and good 
wishes sent this past summer when I had my back surgery. Recovery is going well with  
no complications. I feel fortunate to be part of a caring church family. 

– Larry Pearson  
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On Sunday, November 8, we will hold a 
virtual congregational meeting (via Zoom)  
at noon to elect officers and Nominating 
Committee at-large members for 2021. We 
will need to secure a quorum from the  
congregation to hold elections. Please join us 
via a computer or smart phone if you are 
able. If you are unable to join via computer, 
you can also call in for the webinar; however, 
voting will take place via a webinar poll. 

If you would like to provide a nomination  
beyond the selections that the Nominating 
Committee has provided, you are able  
to do so by contacting Anne Fisher 
(afisher@oakgrv.org) directly. Any additional 
nominees must be provided ahead of time 
and confirm they are willing to be nominated 
for them to be considered for a vote. 

Join the Zoom Meeting at:  
https://bit.ly/3dvqhl1 

Meeting ID: 969 2741 5415 
Password: 604156. 

For audio only, call 312-626-6799 and use 
the Meeting ID and Password. 

 

N   2021 

Elder: Becky Dop, Emma Wasko, Joey 
Oslund, Kathy Howell, Jessi McKinnon and 
Hannah Ervin (youth elder). 

Deacon: John Crampton, Verona Stoesz, Lisa 
Sheff, Amanda Fineran and Nancy Scott. 

Nominating Committee At-Large: Patty Nail, 
Judy Moynihan, Larry Klueh, Bev Heise, Sue 
Powers and Gar Nordin. 

 

E  N  

Becky Dop: My husband, Randy, and I 
have been Bloomington residents since 
1991. Prior to joining Oak Grove in early 
2020, we were long-time members of  
Normandale Hylands United Methodist in 

Bloomington. Most of my work career was 
spent in pharmaceutical marketing. Randy 
and I are now retired, so now we have time 
to go to Iowa every few weeks to help with 
the upkeep of his family’s farm. I also enjoy 
volunteering at VEAP. As a “PK” (Preacher’s 
Kid), I grew up in the Disciples of Christ  
denomination. I have served on Church 
Boards, as well as Missions and task forces. 
Music, and specifically Church Choir is  
extremely important for me. I pray and  
worship through music, and feel singing is 
my purpose. Once it is safe to do so, I am 
looking forward to rejoining the two choirs  
I am in, as well as OGPC’s choir!  

Emma Wasko: Emma was born, baptized, 
and confirmed here at Oak Grove. She was 
involved with many parts of Oak Grove  
during her years growing up. She helped in 
the nursery, helped teach Sunday school 
whether it was arts and crafts, theater and 
music, went on many youth mission trips, 
and helped out with VBS every year. She 
loved to be involved with all the musicals, 
choirs, pageants, and orchestras that she 
could. After 5 years away living in Alaska  
getting her degree in music education and 
vocal performance, she has returned back to 
Minnesota and Oak Grove. In her free time 
(in non COVID times) she loves to perform in 
musical theatre and operas as well as learn 
new instruments, watch Lord of the Rings, 
and play Dungeons & Dragons with her 
friends! 

Joey Oslund: Joey started attending  
services at OGPC in 2016 and became an 
official member in 2018 after growing up in 
Bloomington and graduating from Jefferson 
High School. Since then he has been  
involved with different groups, namely serving 
on the Supportive Housing Committee as 
well as an active member in the Men’s Mentor 
Group. Joey also stays active in the community 
as he serves on the Board of Directors for 
the Edina Realty Foundation which focuses 
on aiding affordable housing initiatives and 

Election of Officers 
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combating homelessness in the Twin Cities 
and he volunteers as a mentor with the Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF) for 
newly diagnosed Type 1 Diabetic children. 
Joey is lucky to be married to Sarah and they 
have been so fortunate to have three children 
(Annabelle, Cassidy and Samuel) and two 
dogs. Professionally Joey is a residential 
realtor in the Twin Cities and enjoys playing 
with the kids and recreational softball in  
his spare time. Walking into Oak Grove  
Presbyterian in 2016 changed Joey’s life for 
the better in ways that words can’t describe. 

Kathy Howell: Kathy Howell, a lifelong 
Presbyterian, joined Oak Grove upon moving 
to MN in 1988. Over the years she has had 
the chance to serve on session as an elder 
on two previous occasions and also served 
actively as a deacon. There have been  
opportunities to serve on most Oak Grove 
committees including an assistant pastor 
nominating committee for Dries. Over the 
years, Oak Grove members have become 
family to her (literally, actually!) and this  
community has helped mark some of the 
most important times of her life. 

Jessi McKinnon: Jessi has been a member 
of OGPC since 2014. She’s been singing 
with the choir since even before becoming a 
member. Jessi and her husband, Brandon, 
are often found volunteering their time with 
music, tech, or with the children’s ministry. 
Outside of church, Jessi spends her days 
homeschooling their oldest daughter, Macy, 
and caring for their youngest daughter, Ruby, 
and spends her evenings (pre-COVID) singing 
with the Minnesota Chorale and The Summer 
Singers. She also works at a tax practice and 
a Ford dealership and is on the Board of  
Directors for The Summer Singers. 

Hannah Ervin (youth elder): Hannah has 
been a member of Oak Grove Presbyterian 
church since her confirmation in 2018 and 
has been regularly attending with her family 
for nine years. In her time at Oak Grove, 

Hannah has participated in youth programming, 
VBS, and retreats to Clearwater Forest.  
Outside of life at OGPC, Hannah is a full-time 
high school student studying Theatre at the 
Saint Paul Conservatory for Performing  
Artists. She is passionate about performing, 
and plans to pursue a BFA in Musical  
Theatre following graduation.  

"The Oak Grove family has continuously  
encouraged me to pursue my passions and 
instilled in me a deep sense of justice and 
compassion. As I get older, I realize how  
important Oak Grove has been for my  
personal development. I am exceedingly 
grateful for the love that the OGPC family 
has poured into me over the last nine years." 

 

D  N  

John Crampton: John is a retired video 
producer and writer. He has been chair of the 
Oak Grove Green Committee for the past 
couple years in which Oak Grove has  
dramatically cut our greenhouse gas  
emissions through LEDs, solar and wind,  
replaced our storm water run-off with clean 
water infiltration rain gardens, and promoted 
EVs through our charging station and our  
annual EV Expos. John is proud to be a  
deacon candidate because Mary Koon says 
that "Deacons (like the Green Team) have 
more fun and get stuff done."  

Nancy Scott: We moved to Minnesota 
when I was 2 years old and I was baptized  
at Oak Grove at age five after my parents  
became members. I have been an active 
member of Oak Grove most of my life. Over 
the years I have served as an elder and on 
several committees. I’ve taught Sunday 
School and served as a Covenant Partner. 
Currently I sing in the choir and play in the 
handbell choir. 

 

Election of Officers (‘continued) 

continued next page >> 
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Verona Stoesz: Our family began attending 
in 1961 and joined 1963. I have taught  
Sunday School, Chaired Wednesday night 
suppers, directed youth choir, Legacy  
Committee, Deacon, Homework Connection. 
volunteer church office, nominating  
committee and choir.  

Lisa Sheff: I have been a member of Oak 
Grove since about 2008 when my neighbor 
friend Jane P. mentioned she went to church 
here and it was just down the street! So one 
morning I saddled up my horse and came to 
check it out and knew immediately it was for 
me... fun, friendly, robust, inclusive, just an 
amazing community. I mean seriously where 
else can you find a place that holds pet 
blessings one day and the next you are  
listening to an acclaimed MPR speaker? I 
have enjoyed helping with VBS, serving on 
various committees and teaching Children's 
Church over the years. I love the connection 
with community - especially having grown up 
in Duluth and still having all my family there. 
My daughter Belle and I love it here and look 
forward to many wonderful years serving and 
worshipping!  

Amanda Fineran: I grew up in Bloomington, 
Minn. graduating from Kennedy High School. 
I received my Bachelor's degree from 
Winona State University and moved back to 
Bloomington with Patrick in tow. We bounced 
from church to church until November 2016, 
when we found Oak Grove. I could feel the 
love from the very moment I stepped in  
and immediately joined the Handbell Choir. I 
continue to be amazed by the amount of love 
Oak Grove has to give and have never found 
a community that makes me feel closer to 
God. Outside of Oak Grove I am an avid  
costumer and crafter. I am a member of  
various costume groups where we visit kids 
in hospitals, show up at fundraisers, and  
occasionally make it to a ballgame. I am  
also active in the Social Justice community.  

N  C  A -L   
N  

Patty Nail: I have been a member of Oak 
Grove since 1985. During that time, I have 
served terms as both an Elder and Deacon, 
taught Sunday School, sang in the choir, 
been an usher, helped with VBS and chaper-
oned youth mission trips, been part of the  
security/monitoring team and have cooked 
for Wednesday night meals for over ten 
years, having been the kitchen coordinator 
the last three years. 

Judy Moynihan: I have been a member of 
Oak Grove Presbyterian Church since 2009. 
I have served on the Stewardship Committee 
and I am currently a member of the Garden/
Landscaping Committee plus I participate in 
representing Oak Grove by delivering Meals 
On Wheels. I have also been honored to 
have been able to travel to Guatemala, South 
Africa and Pakistan with other members of 
Oak Grove on Mission Trips. I recently retired 
as a Flight Attendant after 45 years with 
Northwest/Delta Airlines. 

Bev Heise: As a member of OGPC since 
1971 and I have had the opportunity to  
participate in many ways-twice as an Elder, 
member of a previous nominating committee, 
as a confirmation mentor, as chair of the  
personnel committee, and currently on the 
Re-entry committee. My current involvement 
(prior to COVID-19) was as a Sheridan Story 
volunteer and weekly at Presbyterian Homes. 
I am active with Presbyterian Women and 
other weekly programs via Zoom. Bob and I 
continue to be dedicated to service to OGPC 
and the greater community. 

 

 

 

Election of Officers (‘continued) 

continued next page >> 
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This informally gathering group highly  
encourages all of us to spend time perusing 
the Racial Justice tab on Oak Grove’s  
website! We are confident there is something 
of interest to every person, plus, you’ll be 
ready to join in the challenge! You are invited 
to join: 

November 26, 2020 

We offer you the opportunity (and excuse!) to 
bring up the topic of Racial Justice with a 
family member or a neighbor. Be a listener. 
Some possible prompts for conversation: 
What does Racial Justice mean to you? How 
does this relate to being a Follower of Jesus? 
What would need to change? How might other 
perspectives be considered and helpful? 
How is this change best promoted (Past? 
Present? Future?) Next steps? 

In the month of December 

Our task: ask another Oak Grove member to 
join you in a Racial Justice conversation.  
Listen. Share what you have been reading, 
contemplating and doing to further the cause 

of Racial Justice. Allow this person to help 
you to stay accountable for making your  
own progress; there is always more room  
for growing! 

We hope you will consider joining us  
in reading the book “Decolonizing Wealth”  
by Edgar Villanueva. This book has been  
recommended for congregational study by our  
PCUSA General Assembly Co-Moderators. 
This link describes their vision and book 
choice. 

We will be discussing the first half  
of the book, “Where It Hurts” via Zoom  
on Thursday, Jan. 28, 7–8:00 pm and  
the second half of the book on Thursday, 
Feb. 25, 7–8:00 pm. 

The book is available via Hennepin County 
Library system or we invite you to consider 
ordering it from Birchbark Books or  
Black Garnet Books. Zoom links will be in 
Oak Grove announcements in the New Year. 

Conversations & Accountability Toward Racial Justice 

Sue Powers: Since joining Oak Grove 
Church in 2009, Sue has found many ways 
to serve through the church community. 
Presently she is a member of the bell choir, 
chairperson of the Supportive Housing  
Committee and delivers Meals on Wheels. 
Most recently she has become a member of 
the Mission Committee, is participating in a 
newly established group at O. G. engaged in 
learning about racial inequalities and what 
we might do to bring about change (Check 
out the information on the church website). In 
the past, she has been supportive of the  
Children’s Ministry and sung in the Oak 
Grove Choir. 

Gar Nordin: Gar has been a member of 
OGPC since 1992. Over the years, he has 
served on the Session twice and the  
Stewardship, Technology and Mission  
Committees. He is active in choir and has 
participated in several musicals. He has  
participated in five mission trips to Guatemala 
and currently administers Oak Grove’s Kiva 
account in support of small business  
entrepreneurs around the world. He also is 
engaged in Oak Grove’s racial justice  
conversations. Gar’s wife, Gloria Larsen, is 
an artist and both love the beauty and  
mystique of the North Shore. 

Election of Officers (‘continued) 
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2020 Act vs Budg 2019   

Actuals Budget Fav/(Unfav) Actuals   
Income YTD $547,584 $575,431 ($27,847) $575,003   
Expense YTD $556,770 $625,493 $68,723 $525,343   
Income – Exp ($9,186) ($50,062) $40,876 $49,661   

Through 
September 30 

September Income was $12.1K lower than budget, while expenses were under by $9.7K 
(Mission $5.1K, Personnel $2.5K, Children’s $1.7K, Worship & Music $1.2K, Technology 
$1.1K). The overall yearly deficit is $9.2K, $40.9K better than expectations. 

Note that the current deficit does not include $25K in Unrealized Gains. 

Financial$ submitted by Treasurer, Sue Greimel 

Adult Faith Formation will meet by Zoom 
Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm and Sunday 
mornings at 9:30 am. Here's the schedule for 
November: 

Wednesdays: with Mary Pol 

Nov. 4: The Gospel of Mark (Part 2) 

Nov. 11: The Gospel of Mark (Part 3) 

Nov. 18: The Gospel of Mark (Part 4) 

Nov. 25: No WoW, please watch our 
online Thanksgiving service. 

To join the Zoom meeting: 

Link: https://bit.ly/2Gh8wtx 

Meeting ID: 897 3898 8374  
Passcode: oakgrove 

For audio only, call 3312-626-6799 and use 
the ID and Passcode information above. 

 

Sundays: 

Nov. 1: "Breaking Through Gridlock" (Part 2) 
with Mary Kay DuChene from Leaderwise 

Nov. 8: "Holding Fast with one another 
when we cannot be Together" Prayers, scripture 
and community after the election with Mary Koon. 

Nov. 15: Living Wills and Advance Directives 
with attorney David Hansen. 

Nov. 22: Creating your Memorial Service 
with Pastors Anne and Mary, and Judy Cooper. 

Nov. 29: Advent Traditions with Iris Karow. 

To join the Zoom meeting: 

Link: https://bit.ly/34dW6L2 

Meeting ID: 882 1149 9405  
Passcode: 195553  

For audio only, call 312-626-6799 and use 
the ID and Passcode information above. 

Adult Faith Formation 

We gratefully acknowledge the gift of a Yamaha grand piano to our 
sanctuary from Kathy Howell and her deceased husband, Brad Norman. 

The previous piano now resides in Gideon Pond Hall.  
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In September we sent out a survey regarding 
Oak Leaves and asked about its usefulness. 
More than 60 of you shared your feedback 
with us. From the responses, you like the 
Oak Leaves and want to keep it. Your favorite 
parts include: events, birthdays, condolences, 
pastor’s article, committee articles and  
pictures of activities. 

Here are some of the comments:  

 It keeps me connected especially now 
that we can’t see each other. 

 It’s one central place to look for  
information about what’s going on in  
the church. 

 It is both informative and inspiring. It 
makes me proud to be a member and 
challenges me to be part of Oak Grove 
outreach. 

 I like the color pictures in it. 

 Along with enjoying the instant convenience  
of technology, I still retain a bit of the old 
school where I do enjoy receiving and 
reading written communications. I guess 
it’s like the morning paper with a cup of 
coffee. Keep Oak Leaves alive in both forms! 

We also heard the following: 

 Conservative people are left on an island 
and not engaged. 

 I don’t like the (PDF) format. I favor  
electronic newsletters that offer a hyper-
link that allows me to skim more nimbly. 

Thank you for your feedback and  
suggestions. We hope more of you take  
advantage to the Oak Leaves and find ways 
to help with areas in which you are not 
pleased. We are a church that strives to  
welcome all, including opinions.  

If you have more ideas or comments in ways 
we can improve the Oak Leaves, please  
contact sgjerset@oakgrv.org. 

Oak Leaves Survey Results 

CROP Hunger Walks support local and global programs that work with communities for  
immediate relief and long-lasting solutions to hunger and poverty. 

Oak Grovers who participated in the eight annual South of the River CROP Hunger Walk on 
October 4 include: Karen Gerdes, Pastor Mary Koon, Bob Gerdes and Sue Greimel.  

CROP Hunger Walk 



O  G  P  
2200 W. Old Shakopee Rd 

Bloomington, MN 55431 
 

Phone: (952) 888-4621  
Fax: (952) 888-2523 

E-mail: ogpc@oakgrv.org 
Website: www.oakgrv.org 

 
Office Hours 

Monday–Thursday 
8:30 am–5:00 pm 

Friday 8:30 am–3:00 pm 
 

Oak Grove Staff 
Ministers: the 498 members 

 
Transitional Pastor 

The Rev. Dr. Anne Fisher 
afisher@oakgrv.org 

 
Assoc. Pastor 

Rev. Mary Koon 
mkoon@oakgrv.org 

 
Director of Music: 

Judy Cooper 
jcooper@oakgrv.org 

 
Youth & Young Adult Dir. 

Britta Augdahl 
baugdahl@oakgrv.org 

 
Office Administrator: 

Sue Gjerset 
sgjerset@oakgrv.org 

 
Bookkeeper: 

Anne Swenson 
aswenson@oakgrv.org 

 
Organist: Nancy Hauser 

 
Treasurer: Sue Greimel 
treasurer@oakgrv.org 

 
Clerk of Session: 
Connie Nesbitt 

clerkofsession@oakgrv.org 
 

Child Care Providers: 
Lacey Jones 

Shannon Murray 
 

Part-time Custodians: 
Tim Dubis 

Martinalan Smith 
 

2020 Per Capita is $36.50 
2021 Per Capita is $36.50 

Are you sick and tired of these 
COVID-Times? These last eight 
months have been very challenging. 
Normal and exciting events such as 
graduations, weddings, retirement 
and birthday parties have had to be 
cancelled or adapted in new less-
than-satisfying ways. Worse still is 
the daily forced physical separation 
from one another. Many at Oak Grove 
have lost loved ones during this 
time and have had to postpone  
or drastically reduce numbers at a 
memorial service. We are lonely. 
We miss seeing each other on  
Sunday mornings and Wednesday 
WoW. We experience many strong 
feelings. 

But… you know what doesn’t have 
feelings? COVID! And, for now, 
COVID doesn’t seem to be going 
anywhere. 

With that in mind, the Session supports 
“staying the course” for the safety 
and physical well-being of the  
congregation. In keeping with the 
most recent Minnesota Department 
of Health guidelines the church will 
remain locked and services will 
continue virtually. And… we have 
adapted in amazing ways! 

It is exciting to see the numbers of 
people who worship together, apart 
on Sunday mornings and connect 
with each other electronically: A 
true “Cloud of Witnesses” in the 
cloud! Oak Grove is blessed with 
dedicated and creative pastors in 
Anne and Mary and with staff who 
are present and are continually 
finding ways to help us feel  
connected. How lucky are we to 
have Judy and Nancy sharing their 
many gifts each week? We are 
grateful to the many members who 
help to lead our services with their 
musical talents. And where would 
we be without our patient and 
skilled folks working the sound, light 
and video board to bring worship 
into our homes each week? 

As we enter this season of thanksgiving, 
we are grateful for volunteers, like 
many of you, who are serving,  
giving, helping, reaching out to 
members, keeping everything going 
as we “Live Church Beyond Walls”. 

As always, if you have ideas and/or 
concerns, feel free to contact the 
church office or Anne Klueh at 651-
235-9940 or astklueh@yahoo.com. 

Re-Entry Task Force Update 

We have nearly completed our "first 
interview" process and have begun 
second interviews with candidates 
from whom we wish to gain more 
information and perspective. The 
process is going smoothly and we are 
especially appreciative of Denise 
Dunbar-Perkins' insight and guidance. 

Denise is our representative from 
the Presbytery's Committee on  
Ministry and she's been present 
during our meetings and interviews. 
We appreciate your prayers as we 
continue to search for our next pastor.  

Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) Update 


