
As we approach the holidays this year, what will our Christmas celebration look like? 
Oak Grove will continue to worship virtually as we live-stream through our website and 
Facebook and safely connect in any way possible. 

As we enter this season, let us find the true message of Christmas beyond our own 
walls. The heart of the Christmas story is not defined by the walls of the stable where 
animals and shepherds crowd around the manger trying to get a peek at the baby Jesus. 
It is a message that goes out into the world as the angels call to shepherds in their 
fields and the star shines to wise men in a foreign land. This year let us look toward 
travelers coming from the East riding their camels (six feet apart!) The Magi did not 
gather with the others on the night of Jesus’ birth; they were faithfully following the star 
in the night sky and came to worship the baby at another time. 

Like the wise men, we are on an unfamiliar journey. We cannot gather in our beautiful 
sanctuary for Christmas this year, but we can follow the light that leads us to the heart 
of Christmas. We can find the message of hope, love, peace and joy as we celebrate 
in our homes. Whether we, like in years past, gather together to usher in the Christ 
child’s birth, or we are on a strange and foreign journey of being apart, all paths lead 
to Emmanuel, God is with us. We can proclaim that Christ is born to a dark world. A 
light shining in the darkness and the darkness does not overcome it. 

At Oak Grove we will be celebrating Christmas: 

• Wed, Dec. 9 (6:30 pm) Intergenerational Pop-up Christmas Pageant via Zoom. 

• Wed, Dec. 16 (6:30–7:30 pm) Starlight Drive-Thru in the church parking lot. 

• Thur, Dec. 24 (4:30 pm) Live-streamed Christmas Eve Service. 

 

Blessings, in this Holy Season, 

Pastor Anne 
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Trunk or Treat! 
Oak Grove Children's Ministry hosted our first ever “Trunk or Treat” on Saturday,  
Oct. 31. More than 20 families gathered outside for a morning of socially distanced fun 
and socializing. Children enjoyed going from car to car, receiving treats and visiting! 

The weather was perfect and it was a joy to be together. Thanks to everyone  
who participated. 
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Columbarium News 
The Columbarium Committee is pleased 
to announce that we are selling Niches for 
the Columbarium that will soon be erected. 
The foundation has been laid for the  
current Columbarium with 100 niches, 50 
on each side. There is also a foundation 
laid for a future Columbarium. The  
structure itself is made out of granite and 
limestone. The area will be landscaped 
with pavers and also a wildflower garden. 
The funding for the garden is from a  
Memorial given by the Vanatta family. 

A Niche can hold the cremains of one  
or two people. The size of each Niche is 
8” x 8”. Cremains are placed in a bronze 
box within the Columbarium Niche. The 
outside plate will have the inscribed name(s), 
date of birth and death of the individual(s). 
The price of a Niche is $2,600. 

There will be a Memorial Wall placed on 
the church building between the Nursery 
door and the Sanctuary door. This will be 
made out of granite. The price to place 
the name of a loved one on this wall will 
be $250. 

There are guidelines in place as to  
who may be placed in a Niche and also 
on the Memorial Wall. This will be a  
sacred resting place on our church 
grounds for family and friends to come 
and meditate, to remember loved ones 
and to enjoy the beauty of God’s creation. 

If you are interested in purchasing a Niche  
or would like more information, please 
contact Connie Nesbitt at 612-702-0684 
or Nesread@hotmail.com. There is additional 
information on the church website at 
https://www.oakgrv.org. 

Ladies Who (no longer) Lunch 
Please join us Wednesday, Dec. 16 at 
noon for a "Virtual Christmas Quilt." Grab 
a cup of coffee or a mug of tea, and zoom 
in for a relaxed time of fellowship and fun. 

We'll each share one of our own Christmas  
traditions, or tell the story of a special  
holiday or share an ornament that is  
important to you. 

We hope to learn more about one another 
and celebrate the season in a different, 
but delightful, way. 

To join the Zoom meeting:  

Link: https://bit.ly/39wAXAf 

Meeting ID: 842 9129 3994 
Passcode: 383326 

For audio only, call 312-626-6799 and 
use the Meeting ID and Passcode. 

In January, the group will meet on 
Wednesday, Jan. 20 at noon to discuss 
The Road Back to Sweetgrass by Linda 
LeGarde Grover. 

The novel follows a group of indigenous 
women from the 1970's to the present. 
The author is a professor at the University 
of Minnesota Duluth. It is a great book 
and easily available at the library! 

The Zoom link will remain the same as 
December's and will be provided again in 
January.  
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This year, our Alternative Christmas market 
has come to you in the comfort of your own 
home. If you have not yet received an Alternative 
Christmas Marketplace booklet, contact the 
church office at 952-888-4621. 

Please peruse the booklet to find ways you can 
give gifts of life to others. Send your order form 
and payment to the church by the first week in 
December. 

We thank Sue Powers and Sharon Nolte for 
making it possible to have the Alternative  
Market this year and we apologize for omitting 
our Mission Chairperson, Noel Eggebraaten, 
from the mission committee’s letter!  

Enjoy your shopping!  

Alternative Christmas Marketplace 
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Calendar & Greeting Card Donation 
Is your mailbox filling up with 2021 calendars 
and Christmas greeting cards from non-
profit organizations that you support? If 
these are items you will not be using  
this year and would like them put to good 
use, please consider donating them to a 
worthy cause. 

Once again, your Supportive Housing 
Committee will be collecting these items 
from our membership. These items will 
then be delivered to senior citizens living 
in low-income affordable housing units 
owned and operated by Aeon, a non-
profit developer. 

Oak Grove members have generously 
supported Aeon the past several years by 
donating volunteer hours, paint, painting 
crews, ground clean-up, bicycle repair 
and a monthly delivery of VEAP flyers to 
more than 400 apartments. 

How do we plan to accomplish this  
request under the restrictions of COVID? 
From Monday, Nov. 23 through Friday, 
Dec. 4, a blue plastic bin will be available 
outside the front door of the church during 
office hours for donations to be dropped 
off when most convenient for you. 

Last year we had an overwhelming  
response and hope that this year you will 
find the time to contribute whatever 2021 
calendars and Christmas cards you have 
stashed away. They will be greatly appreciated 
by Aeon’s senior residents. 



 September 23, 2020 
 
Dear Oak Grove, 

 Wow. Because of Oak Grove, an Aeon family won’t have to make  
the choice between rent and food. A resident like Alisha will get to keep  
her home. All thanks to your generosity. 

 Two families can finally take a break. A parent will be able to  
support their child through virtual learning at home. They can focus on  
staying healthy. During this pandemic, home is more important than ever.  
And you are keeping them in their home. 

 Oak Grove’s gift of $1,000 (doubled by a matching donor!) on  
Sept. 16, 2020 covers one month’s rent for two families living at Aeon.  
Your generosity will help the people who have been hit hardest by the  
virus. It’s putting them back on their feet to face the future. Two families  
will get through this crisis – all because of you. 

 A community is defined by the action that its members take during  
moments like this one. You have stepped up to make a difference. You  
are providing so much hope in these challenging and uncertain times.  
Thank you! 

Gratefully, 

 

Tashia Weisenburger Pomroy 
Aeon Community Engagement Manager 

Supportive Housing: Thank You! 
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We Need Your Help! 
Please send us pictures of you and those  

in your household holding lit candles. 

Although we can’t be together this year,  
we want to still bring the beauty of the candle 

glow into every home on Christmas Eve! 

Send your pictures to sgjerset@oakgrv.org  
by December 21 for it to be in the montage. 



Thank you to our crack sound, light and video (SLV) team. They have upgraded our equipment for  
a clearer and more versatile presentation of our worship services. 

Front: Pierce Flanagan 
Back (left to right): Bob Gerdes, Mac Davis, Gordon Goodwin, Randy Dop and Greg Johnson 
Not pictured: Chris Diller, Larry Klueh and Brandon McKinnon 

Available Medical Equipment 
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Oak Grove Family & Friends, 

Thank you so much for the beautiful prayer shawl, baby blanket and homemade 
chicken noodle soup. Life as a family of four has been such a joy (  ). Eloise and 
Penelope are bonding and already becoming loving little sister friends. 

Thank you all again, 

Josh, Ashley, Eloise, Penelope Johnson 

Know someone who recently had surgery and is 
recuperating at home? Have a friend who can’t 
stand in the shower anymore? Did a loved one just 
break their leg and they don’t have any crutches? 

The church has accumulated quite a supply of 
donated medical equipment that is available for 
your use when needed! 

• Wheelchairs 
• Walkers 
• Crutches 
• Canes 

• Picker uppers  
• Long shoe horn 
• Knee and ankle splints 
• Bath/shower chairs 
• Raised toilet seats 
• Bathroom grab bars 
• Adjustable bed table, and more! 

If you or anyone you know, is in need of any of 
these items, please contact Sue in the office at 
952-888-4621 or sgjerset@oakgrv.org. 

Who Are Those Masked Men? The SLV Crew! 



December Birthdays 
If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have  

that information or you requested that your name not appear. 
Important (1–21) and significant (85+) birthdays  

are listed in parentheses. 

 

Paul Sowers grandmother, Anna, died Oct. 25 at 99 years. 

Rich Miller died Oct. 31 at 93 years. 

Laura Orr’s grandfather, Vern Page, died Nov. 1 at 91 years. 

Teneisha (friend of Oak Grove) Hardin’s infant daughter Tia died Nov. 3. 

Evelyn Melum’s son, Eric, died Nov. 4 at 71 years. 

Candy Williamson’s mother, Veda Barton, died Nov. 10 at 87 years. 

Barb Skogland’s husband, Todd, died Nov. 10 at 66 years. 

Katharine Painter’s grandfather, Charles Doxey, died Nov. 18 at 84 years. 

Angela Romeo's son, J. Scott Murdoch, died Nov. 19 at 60 years. 

Dick Twete’s sister, DeAnn Ulmer, died Nov. 21 at 70 years. 

19:  Jake Krentz, Cathy Colborn 
20:  Dorothy Sorensen (86) 
21:  Julianna Lucic (8), Taylor Lucic (8), 

Mary Boateng 
22:  Marge Noyes 
23:  Andrew Sundal, Judy Olson 
24:  Josh Johnson 
25:  Susanne Knutson 
26:  Arlyn Grussing 
27:  Katrin Wenz (13), Alli Koon,  

Joey Oslund, Karen Diller 
28: Jill Dubis, Ron Nail 
29: Dexter Freiborg, Mike Smith,  

Larry Pearson 
30: Amelia Kearney (8), Kevin Muur,  

Ignatius Esele 
31: Derek Flanagan (21) 

7 
Condolences to Family and Friends of: 

1: Logan Henderson, Andrew Hess 
2:  Catherine Dukelow 
3:  Livia Knapp (4), Mari Freeberg (18),  

Ken Freiborg, Nancy Lamberger,  
Carolyn Hamilton 

4: Debbie Dukelow 
5:  Pdon Pinkham, Candy Alman 
6: Mattie Hawley 
8:  Ev Gebhard 
9:  Hannah Ervin (17), Dianne Lawson 

10:  Jenn Hendricks, Bob Ulwelling,  
Darlene Throndson 

11: Nancy Bergwick 
13:  Cassidy Oslund (4), Nick Benz,  

Warren Christopherson, Terry Taylor,  
Warren DeMuth (85) 

15:  Alicia Chimchirian, Mary Bowen-
Eggebraaten, Sarajane Myers 

16: Ryan Knapp 
18: Amy Lefebvre 



Though travel related greenhouse gas 
emissions have been reduced during the 
pandemic, little progress toward reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions has actually 
been made at the national level in  
the past four years. Churches can help 
educate, motivate and lead by example. 

In 1990, the 202nd General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) adopted 
Restoring Creation for Ecology and Justice, 
which calls our denomination to engage in 
the tasks of restoring creation. Oak Grove 
Green Committee submitted goals to  
Session in 2013, that can be viewed at: 
https://bit.ly/3680Cgo. 

The Green Committee has influenced 
our congregation to address climate 
change in many ways including: 

220% of our electricity comes from solar 
and wind to avoid millions of tons of CO2 
emissions; 

Working to reduce/eliminate natural gas 
use through conservation and replacement  
of natural gas equipment, thus avoiding 
CO2 emissions; 

All lights inside and outside are LEDs,  
reducing power usage by 35%. 

Two rain gardens capture, clean and  
infiltrate millions of gallons of storm water 
runoff per year while providing pollinator 
habitat and soil health. 

Complete recycling, composting with a 
dramatic reduction in trash. 

EV Expos to teach the public about  
Electric Vehicles, e-bikes, e-lawn care 
and e-mobility. 

Our church has installed two level 2 EV 
chargers for the congregation and the 
community. 

Nuts and bolts education sessions about 
how to get clean energy, electric vehicles, 
recycling/composting, rain gardens and 
sustainable diets. 

Earth Care Pledge Signed by Session 
in December of 2017: 

Our worship and discipleship will celebrate 
God’s grace and glory in creation. 

Our education will encourage and support 
each other in keeping and healing the 
creation. 

Our facilities will be managed, maintained,  
and upgraded to respect and cherish all 
creation. 

Our outreach will encourage community 
involvement and public policy to protect 
and restore the earth. 

Congregations across our nation are  
taking action. We became a PC (USA) 
Earth Care Congregation in 2018, joining 
hundreds of Presbyterian Congregations 
dedicated to actions to address global 
warming. Some of their stories are available 
on their website: https://bit.ly/3lCo8HF. 

The Green Committee has taken many 
actions to address climate change and as 
explained in previous articles of the Oak 
Leaves. We are now looking at what to 
tackle next and in the process, encourage 
new members with new ideas to join our 
committee. We are currently meeting 
monthly on the first Thursday of every 
month at 7:00 pm, via Zoom, until we can 
gather again to meet at church. 

 

 

 

 

Tackling Climate Change During a Pandemic 
8 

continued next page >> 



Below is a list of what other churches 
have done to address climate change:  

Devote a Sunday Service to earth care 

Engage youth in earth care awareness 
worship programs 

Create earth care themed banners or other  
art to display in church 

Use locally grown, pesticide free flowers 
in the sanctuary 

Minute for Mission on earth care issues 

Communion by intinction 

Creation care songs, sermon, or prayer? 

Children’s/youth Sunday school courses 
(series of classes) on earth care 

Adult courses (series of classes) with an 
earth care focus 

Vacation Bible School series with an earth 
care theme 

Guest earth care speakers or programs 

Youth projects related to earth care 

Articles/announcements about earth care 
in the bulletin/newsletter 

Bulletin board on earth care display 

Pages on the church’s website devoted to 
earth care 

Books, games, videos, or other materials 
with an earth care focus in church library 

Educational events focused on sustaina-
ble lifestyle choices for members 

Email group of members interested in 
earth care 

Earth care fairs or educational events 

Art displays or exhibits focused on earth 
care held at church 

An earth care component included in  
confirmation classes 

An earth care component included in new 
member classes? 

Sponsor a scholarship or send a member 
to attend the Presbyterians for Earth Care 
biennial conference 

Offer, or attend a mission trip focused on 
an earth care issue 

Sponsor a community garden 

Support programs like Second Harvest 

Support training for disaster response  
volunteers 

Support youth and young adults to enter 
into creation stewardship as a vocation 

Host a farmers market 

Host a vegetable sharing table for gardeners  
to share produce with members after services 

Additional ideas are available on the  
website previously noted. We invite  
suggestions and volunteers to help us 
work to address climate change. If you 
see an idea above that you like, or have 
an idea of your own, please contact the 
Green Committee via the church office,  
or emailing one of us. Our contact  
information is available in the Church  
directory. Our current members are: John 
Crampton, chair, Pastor Anne Fisher, Bob 
Gerdes, Pdon Pinkham, Erin Anderson 
Wenz, Allen Greimel, Frank Bliss, Randy 
Dop and Allen Frechette. 

Tackling Climate Change (continued) 
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Adult Faith Formation will meet by Zoom 
Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm and  
Sunday mornings at 9:30 am. 

WoW! On Wednesdays 
Dec. 2: Mary Pol will continue working 
through the Gospel of Mark. 
Dec. 9: Intergenerational Christmas  
Pageant! Please plan to come to help 
share the story of Christ’s birth (note the 
special Zoom link below). 
Dec. 16: Join us for an all ages 
“starlight drive-thru” in our parking lot. We 
will have luminaria, snacks, caroling and 
a prayer. This will be a wonderful way to 
say hello and share a little holiday cheer. 
To join the Zoom meeting: 

Link: https://bit.ly/2Gh8wtx 

Meeting ID: 897 3898 8374  
Passcode: oakgrove 

For audio only, call 312-626-6799 and 
use the ID and Passcode. 

WoW! for all ages will resume on Jan. 13. 
Sundays 
Dec. 6: A continuation of our Advent  
Traditions. We will share more and look  
at the birth narrative in Luke. 
Dec. 13: to be determined 
To join the Zoom meeting: 
Link: https://bit.ly/34dW6L2 

Meeting ID: 882 1149 9405  
Passcode: 195553  

For audio only, call 312-626-6799 and 
use the ID and Passcode. 

There will be no faith formation on  
Dec. 20, 27 and Jan. 3.  

See you on Jan. 10! 

Adult Faith Formation 
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You are invited to join in our first ever 
(and only!) Oak Grove Intergenerational 
Zoom Christmas Pageant!!!! 

ALL AGES are invited to Zoom in on 
Wednesday, Dec. 9 at 6:30 pm as we tell 
the story of Jesus' birth. The pageant will 
have music, some basic reading, given 
ahead of time to those who are interested, 
and some improv. 

You are invited to wear a "head" costume 
if you wish to be an angel, shepherd, star, 
Mary, Joseph or a sheep! You are also 
invited to have the characters from a 
home nativity close by to "act out" the 
parts of the story. 

We hope this experience will be a multi-
generational way to share the miracle of 
God's presence among us this season. 

To join the Zoom meeting:  

Link: https://bit.ly/3nt9inl 

Meeting ID: 898 343 9400 
Passcode: 383326 

For audio only, call 312-626-6799 and 
use the Meeting ID and Passcode. 

Pop-Up Christmas Pageant: Dec. 9 



Oak Grovers, 

We are overwhelmed and blessed by the support in prayers, memorial money and 
cards we’ve received during the passing of our mother Marcia, mom, mother-in-law 
and grandmother from Alzheimer’s disease. 

Blessings, 

Adam, Carrie, Evan & David Wilkens 
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Children’s Ministry will meet by Zoom 
Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm and  
Sunday mornings. 

WoW! On Wednesdays 
Dec. 2: regular programming. 
Dec. 9: Intergenerational Christmas pageant. 
Children and grown ups are invited to 
come with a headpiece to represent a  
favorite character in the story of Jesus' 
birth - an angel, shepherd, sheep, star, 
Mary, Joseph, Innkeeper, etc. 
People are also invited to bring people 
from their nativity scenes at home to help 
tell the story. If your child is interested in a 
small reading part, please let Mary know 
(note the special Zoom link on page 10). 
Dec 16: Families are invited to take a 
"Starlight Walk" in our lower parking lot. 
We will have luminaria, snacks, caroling 

and a prayer. Please wear your mask and 
bring a warm drink in a thermos if you 
like! 

WoW! will take a sabbath rest after  
Dec. 16 and resume on Jan 13. 

Sundays 
Dec. 6 & 13: Children will meet with 
their groups. 
• 9:30 am Preschool with Karen, Linda 

& Marleen 
• 10 am K–2nd with Laura 
• 10 am 3rd–5th with Sue 
Sunday School for ALL children will meet 
on Dec. 20, 27 and Jan. 3 with Laura. We 
will resume regular classes on Jan. 10. 
Please contact Mary if you have questions 
or concerns. 

Children’s Ministry 

We will continue to have colorful arrangements  
for our Sunday worship services in 2021, virtual or in-person.  

Select a date in memory of or honor of a loved one, group or event.  
Cost is $30 due at sign-up. 

Contact Sharon Fields at 952-831-0504 (landline) or urbanfields2.1@q.com  
to sign up and reserve your special date. 

Chancel Flower Sign-up for 2021 



O  G  P  
2200 W. Old Shakopee Rd 

Bloomington, MN 55431 
 

Phone: (952) 888-4621  
Fax: (952) 888-2523 

E-mail: ogpc@oakgrv.org 
Website: www.oakgrv.org 

 
Office Hours 

Monday–Thursday 
8:30 am–5:00 pm 

Friday 8:30 am–3:00 pm 
 

Oak Grove Staff 
Ministers: the 497 members 

 
Transitional Pastor 

The Rev. Dr. Anne Fisher 
afisher@oakgrv.org 

 
Assoc. Pastor 

Rev. Mary Koon 
mkoon@oakgrv.org 

 
Director of Music: 

Judy Cooper 
jcooper@oakgrv.org 

 
Youth & Young Adult Dir. 

Britta Augdahl 
baugdahl@oakgrv.org 

 
Office Administrator: 

Sue Gjerset 
sgjerset@oakgrv.org 

 
Bookkeeper: 

Anne Swenson 
aswenson@oakgrv.org 

 
Organist: Nancy Hauser 

 
Treasurer: Sue Greimel 
treasurer@oakgrv.org 

 
Clerk of Session: 
Connie Nesbitt 

clerkofsession@oakgrv.org 
 

Child Care Providers: 
Lacey Jones 

Shannon Murray 
 

Part-time Custodians: 
Tim Dubis 

Martinalan Smith 
 

2020 Per Capita is $36.50 
2021 Per Capita is $36.50 

First and second interviews have 
been completed and we have been 
working diligently to advance our 
search for our next pastor. 

The process is proceeding smoothly 
thanks to the efforts of our PNC, 
whose members include Paul St. 
Martin (Chair), Chris Diller (Vice-

Chair), Jeri Anderson, Mary Cramp-
ton, Sue Greimel, Mattie Hawley, 
CeCe Klueh, Jeanine Radtke, Rory 
Scott, and Denise Dunbar-Perkins, 
our COM representative.  

We appreciate your continuing 
prayers as we work toward finding 
our next pastor. 

Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) Update 

Review by Allan & Milissa Carter 

King and the Dragonflies is a coming  
of age novel that follows a period of 
time in King’s (Kingston) life as a 
young teen and all the complexities 
that go along with that. 

King is a Black boy living in an area 
where racism is alive and well, 
faced with grief over the sudden 
loss of his older brother, concern 
for a good friend who is the victim 
of domestic abuse, and wrestling 
with his sexual identify. 

Milissa: What did you think about 
the book? 

Allan: It was a good book  
because it was so deep. 

Milissa: Tell me more about what 
you liked about the book? 

Allan: It was very interesting  
because it had a lot of different 
characters and covered a lot of  
different problems and issues. 

Now I know more about what it is 
like to have those problems and 
challenges.  

Milissa: How did it impact you? 

Allan: I know that it is harder for 
some people and it is important to 
remember that. 

King and the Dragonflies by Kacen Callender 


