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 A Publication of Oak Grove Presbyterian Church                                  Bloomington, Minnesota 

How are you doing? 

That is the question we ask each other. In other times, that 
might have been a simple pleasantry; but in this time, we  
really want to know. How are YOU doing?  
 
This is not an easy time. In the wake of the murder of 
George Floyd we are confronted to examine our own hearts 
and actions. We wonder how we have contributed to the  
centuries of relentless disadvantage of people of color —  
directly and indirectly.  
 

Many words have been spoken over the past few weeks. One woman’s words have 
stayed with me.  Kimberly Jones is a Young Adult author who was featured in the final clip 
of John Oliver’s Last Week Tonight Show, on June 7.   
 
“People ask, ‘Why do you burn down your own community, why do you burn down your 
own neighborhood?’ We say it is not OURS! We do not OWN anything …There is a  
social contract that we all have. That is if you steal or if I steal, the person who is the  
authority comes and fixes the situation. The person who fixes the situation is KILLING us.  
The social contract is broken. YOU broke the contract when you killed us in the streets. 
You broke the contract for over 400 years when we played your game and built your 
wealth…. They are lucky that what black people are looking for is equality and not  
revenge!” 
 
It is not easy to read or to listen to Kimberly’s words. It is difficult to find a way to respond. 
There are no simple solutions.  
 
In the Gospel of Mark, one of Jesus’ healings did not go very smoothly. Restoring a blind 
man’s vision appeared to have more complexity than a simple touch.  
 
“Some people brought a blind man to Jesus and begged him to touch him…Jesus had 
put saliva on his eyes and laid his hands on him, he asked him, ‘Can you see anything?’ 
And the man looked up and said, ‘I can see people, but they look like trees, walking.’ 
Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again; and he looked intently and his sight was  
restored, and he saw everything clearly.” (Mark 8:22-25)   
 
For us to see systemic racism clearly and working in partnership with those who have 
been wronged will take a deep humility, repentance and repair. We can do it. I am hopeful 
because babies are not born being racist. I believe our clear sight and thoughtful actions 
can be restored as we listen, learn and respond in healing ways. 
 
How ARE you doing?  
 
Blessings, Anne Fisher 

For the protection and care of each other, please wear a mask 
when you come into our church building. If you do not have a mask, 
please let us know (ogpc@oakgrv.org or 952-888-4621). Many of our 
members are willing to donate for the safety of us all.  

JULY 
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2020 Oak Grove Worship & Picnic is Cancelled 
We regret to announce that due to concerns over Covid-19 and the health of our congregation, 
our annual picnic and worship in the park is cancelled this year. We look forward to a grand 
celebration in 2021. 

Virtual Coffee Hour — We’ve enjoyed visiting with one another 
through the miracle of technology! Please join us for our virtual coffee 
hour every Sunday in July, at 10:45 am (following the worship   
service that begins at 9:30 am). Watch announcements for Zoom      
instructions. 

If you’d like to see this continue until we can be together again face to 
face, please volunteer to be a host. We can provide the technology if 
needed. Contact Beth at ogpc@oakgrv.org or 952-888-4621 if you can 
help. 

Passing Time with the Pastors -- Join us for "Open Mic" time 
from 11:00 – noon on Tuesdays (Pastor Anne) and Thursdays 
(Pastor Mary) in July. Tuesdays are July 7 and 21; Thursdays 
are July 9 and 23  . It’s an opportunity to Zoom in, ask questions 
and share what is going on with each other, laugh and pray     
together. No RSVP needed. Look forward to seeing you! 

 Join the Zoom Meeting by going to https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/2735774590?pwd=RUJFZWZORElxTk1aSjVxUjRGY3llUT09. 

Use Meeting ID: 273 577 4590 Password: oakgrove.   

If you don’t have a computer and would like to dial in by phone, call 1-312-626-6799. Use Meeting 
ID: 273 577 4590; Password: 982163.  

Chancel Flower Sign-up for 2020!  We still use the colorful arrangements for 
our virtual worship services and we have some slots for the remaining Sundays in 
2020. This is your opportunity to purchase an arrangement for our chancel in 
memory or honor of a loved one, group or event. Contact Sharon Fields at  
952-831-0504 or urbanfields2.1@q.com to see if there is a date for you. Cost is 
$30 with payment due at sign-up.  



 

Woodcutting at Clearwater— 
SAVE THE WEEKEND of September 24-27  
Help cut wood for the programs and groups up north at Clearwater Forest. You don’t want to 
miss this amazing experience with church family and friends! If you're not up for cutting and 
stacking wood, we will need cooks this year because Clearwater is moving forward on the dining 
hall remodel project. Contact Carrie Wilkens to sign up or for more info
(carriewilkens@comcast.net). 
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4th of July Breakfast this 
year will be a  

Labor Day Breakfast for 
VEAP (we hope!) 

 
*****Tentative new date is MONDAY,  

September 7***** 
8:00-11:00 AM, at the Gerdes residence 

10741 Sheridan Avenue S. 55431 
 

Please bring non-perishable food items  
or cash donations. 

SEE YOU THERE!!! 

Clearwater Forest 
Scholarship Fund! 

On July 11, 2020, 
Don Alman will ride 
in the 18th Annual 
Lake-2-Lake 50 
Mile Bike Tour to raise money for the 
scholarship fund. The past sixteen years Don 
has raised over $37,500. If you would like to 
sponsor him this year, please contact him at 
(952) 888-4083 or dalmanfh451@msn.com 
for details about how to donate. 
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Thinking of You, Oak Grove Church! Since early April, when 
my local church in Grand Rapids closed for the virus – I came 

across your website, tuned in to the sermons and have been watching every Sunday. Having 
grown up in this church and back as an adult, I have missed you. So great to see Judy and Nan-
cy on the piano and organ and all the great talented singers. The messages, sermons by Anne 
and Mary have brought me home once again. Thank you so much for your virtual church service. 
Both Tammy and I are so comforted seeing our “home” church services again. God bless Oak 
Grove. I am a sturdy oak!  Anne Campbell 

Thank You, Oak Grove 
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                  July Birthdays 
(If you don’t see your birthday, we either don’t have that information or you requested 
that your name not appear.)   *Important birthday (1-21)   ** Significant birthday (85+) 

Emily, Jane Propsom’s cousin, died. 
Carmen Horn, LeRoy’s cousin died. 

Linda Johnson, Arne’s mother, died in early June. 
Dan Ladwig, Allison Thomas’ 101-yr-old grandfather, died May 30. 
Marion, Eugene Orr’s 104-yr-old great aunt, died recently. 
Bruce Kennedy, friend of Bev & Bob Heise, died June 11. 
Geraldine Sands, Bob & Beverly’s sister-in-law, died June 15. 
Jan Swenson, Glenn & Anne Swenson’s sister-in-law, died June 21. 

Condolences to family and friends 

3 Al Frechette 
4 Gloria Larsen 
5 Greg Stignani 
6 Pat Wilson**86 
7 Don Dunham**89; Bettie Egeberg**91 
8 Dorothy Beattie**91; Samuel Oslund*1 
9 Rachel Enderlein 
10 Zawadi Longrie*3 
11 Kaitlyn Rossow*18 
12 Sean Herron; Mike Hoaglund; Jane Horn; 

Rodger Schwartz**91 
13 Linda Brandner 
14 Sandy Crum; Jeanette Dunham**85; 

Mary Koon 

 
 

Britta Weber and Peter Augdahl were married on May 30 with  
family in attendance. Britta Weber is now Britta Augdahl! Blessings. 

 
 
Sonia Edith Barron, daughter of Ann Knudson and Andrew Barron 
and little sister of Henry, was baptized as a child of God on Sunday,  
June 14.  

Congratulations! 

16 Amanda Fineran; Jack Kley**86;  
Jane Lund; Rod Myers 

18 Gordon Goodwin; Glenn Pettit**100 

19 Beverly Sands 

22 Zada Broers; Ruth Tongen; Lou Traeder**91 

23 Jackie Hall**88; Reid Lang*18;  
Priscilla Pearson 

25 Freddy Alonzi*20; Julie Flanagan; Jill Gillies; 
Anna Lyons*19; Diane Samsal 

26 Dick Lang; Kim Rorig 

27 Jeanine Radtke 

29 Noel Eggebraaten 

30 George Wasson**89 
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Supportive Housing Corner…          Supporting housing in our communities 

 
We Support  

Jewish Community  
Action Projects 

 

Although, due to the Covid-19  
pandemic, the Supportive Housing  

Committee has not been able to have face-to- 
face meetings or carry out various community projects  

that had been planned this year, the committee members  
have not been idle. The most recent action taken by the committee  
is an agreement to send $500 to Jewish Community Action (JCA) to  

support some of their new projects aimed at taking action to change systems for 
the better. 

 

As a local non-profit organization, JCA works on emergent issue campaigns and 
long-term social change. They work in partnerships with local coalitions, interfaith 
initiatives, neighborhood groups, and minority and immigrant groups working for racial and  
economic justice in our region. 

 

The Supportive Housing Committee began donating funds to JCA in 2019 when 
we became aware of their work in Suburban Hennepin County to change public 
policies that can preserve the naturally occurring affordable housing, protect 
tenants, and produce more housing that is affordable for the most marginalized 
in our community.  Now JCA has organized a newly mobilized movement for  
racial justice following the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis. 
 

JCA has several different teams to respond to new incidents of police violence 
in our streets, and advocate for new, just policy to our elected officials and decision 
makers... 
 
1. MUTUAL AID.  A team of JCA members and staff will identify opportunities to     

provide food, labor, financial and related support to communities that have lost   
grocery stores, pharmacies and other infrastructure, in addition to income. 

2. NEIGHBORHOOD DEFENSE.  A team of members and staff will work to identify 
local, neighborhood community safety activities, and encourage JCA members to 
join and support as they are able. 

3. CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE AND PROTEST.  JCA is committed to continuing to      
center the voices, demands and pain of Black Minnesotans for desperately      
needed systemic reforms related to policing & criminal justice, housing and jobs, 
and related issues. 

4. POLICY ADVOCACY AND ORGANIZING.  A team of JCA members and staff will 
follow and coordinate with Black Visions Collective, Reclaim the Block and other 
groups to lift up policy demands and calls for policy advocacy. 

 
The funds sent to JCA come from the Supportive Housing Committee’s 
2020 budget of $15,000. It is only due to the generosity of the Oak Grove 
congregation that we are able to provide financial support to organizations 
like JCA who are instrumental in effectively advocating for justice in the 
community. Thank you for your faithful financial commitment to Oak Grove, 
which in turn helps support the work of the Supportive Housing Committee.  
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Zoom Kids (WoW!), Wednesdays, July 8 and 22 at 6:30 pm. 
 

Jamming in July — Bring your families to a concert and sing-along in the 
Oak Grove Parking lot! We will be together while keeping six feet (at 
least) apart to enjoy music and movement. Sunday, July 26 at 3:00 pm.  
 

VBS CANCELLED — With sadness and caution, we have officially     
cancelled VBS 2020. Boo Hoo!!! The fun times will have to wait until 
2021 !!!  

From the 
Children’s 
Ministry 

Committee 

Youth & Young Adult Ministry — see the insert for what we’ve done and what’s coming up! 

Adult Faith Formation — watch for special events that 
might take place during the summer. Our programs will 
begin again after Rally Day, September 13. 
 
Our first special event is: 

 

Summer Bible Study on Zoom -- Mary Pol will lead a Parables Bible Study on Wednesdays this 
summer, starting July 8, at 2:30 pm. On the 8th, we'll explore The Good Samaritan, Luke 10: 25-32. 
All are welcome to join in this time of sharing, learning and conversation. Mary is a skilled facilitator 
with a wonderful sense of humor! Watch for Zoom instructions in weekly announcements. 

Family Car 
Parade 



 Financials   submitted by Treasurer, Sue Greimel 

Financial Summary:  May Income was $15.5K lower than budget, while expenses were under 
by $14.9K (Mission, Personnel, Building & Operations, Technology). The overall yearly surplus 
is $75.8K, $81.3K better than expectations.  

Through 
May 31 

2020 Act vs Budg 2019 
  

  Actuals Budget Fav/(Unfav) Actuals   
Income YTD $383,840 $343,805 $40,035 $390,934   
Expense YTD $308,042 $349,260 $41,218 $305,839   
Income – Exp $75,797 ($5,455) $81,252 $85,095   
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The Re-Entry Committee continues to encourage Oak Grove 
groups and committees to meet via Zoom unless there are  
particular circumstances that dictate the need for in-person  
meetings. If you must meet in person, we request that you follow 
these guidelines: 
 

 Meetings should take place outdoors 
 The group must be 10 people or fewer 
 All members should wear masks 
 All should follow physical distancing of 6 feet or more 

 
Thank you for caring for others and reducing risk to your fellow members. 

Our Pets Join Us  

for Virtual Worship! 

Giving Envelope Change -- Cathedral Corporation, the company that produces our  
weekly contribution envelopes, no longer makes the combined contribution/ mailer envelope 
that we have used for many years. You now receive separate weekly giving envelopes but only 
two mailing envelopes per set. We know that this can pose a problem if you are mailing your 
contributions to the church on a weekly basis. If you don’t have envelopes of your own to use, 
please email ogpc@oakgrv.org or call the office at 952-888-4621. We will send you envelopes 
that are pre-addressed to Oak Grove church.   
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From the Green Committee — Raingarden 

The rain garden in front of Oak Grove is planted and starting to grow. Don't 
just drive by the church and wave. Park in our lot and get out of your car, get 
off your bike or scooter and check it out!  It's huge. It's going to take millions 
of gallons of dirty storm water runoff off Old Shakopee Rd and clean it and  
infiltrate it into the ground water, rather than letting it pollute Nine Mile Creek, 
Minnesota and Mississippi Rivers, including reducing the major role that 
these rivers play in producing the dead zone in the Gulf of Mexico. 
 
Nine Mile Creek Watershed District (WSD) under the leadership of Erica Sniegowski, Program 
and Project Manager, has fully paid for the project. For the first two years, Nine Mile Creek 
WSD will maintain the rain garden and then Oak Grove takes over. SunRun Construction    
Company of Rochester managed the excavation work; Hoffman and McNamara Landscapers 
from Hasting provided the planting and maintenance; Barr Engineering provided the design and  
engineering. Five other churches in the Nine Mile Creek Watershed are constructing rain  
gardens including St. Luke’s Lutheran and St. Edward’s Catholic Churches in Bloomington. 
Look for a future bike trip to each of the 5 churches. 
 
 
Solar Production  
 

We believe that 
electric bills are 
faith statements — 
how much we value 
the continued  
livability of God's 
Creation for all  
living species. In 
the past month, 
Oak Grove's  
rooftop solar  
produced 2.90 
MWh which  
represented 62% of 
our electricity  
usage. In addition, 
our community  
solar garden, St. 
Cloud Solar on the 
outskirts of St. 
Cloud, produced 
6.85 MWh which is 
147% more than 
our electrical  
consumption. We 
sold all our excess production to Xcel in the form of either rebates or bill credits.    
 
In terms of climate impact, in total we produced 14.4 MWh of clean energy (solar and wind). 
That is 14.4 million watt hours of no-emissions electricity. We avoided putting 10.2 metric tons 
of CO2 into our atmosphere. It is the same as if we grew 13.3 acres of forest for 1 year to  
sequester carbon. Good job Oak Grove!   
 
Now let's all do this in our own personal energy consumption by using WindSource or  
Wellspring or other means to go 100% carbon free for our electricity. 
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Oak Grove Presbyterian Church is 
opening for prayer and meditation  

It has been a long time since we have 
been in our sanctuary and we know you 
are missing it. We are opening the Sanctu-
ary for individual prayer and meditation on 
Thursdays from 10:00 am — 2:00 pm. In 
order to keep it safe for you and others we 
ask you to: 

Call or email the Church office 952-888-4621 or ogpc@oakgrv.org to      
reserve your time in the sanctuary 

Be sure to wear your mask (we have masks available in the church office if 
you forget to bring yours) 

Check in at the office when you arrive and leave 

Limit your time to 15 minutes (please spend time only in the sanctuary and 
office) 

Sit in the first two rows of the church. There will be a spray bottle to wipe 
down where you have been sitting after you are finished. 

If you need to use the restroom, please use the spray bottle to wipe door, 
toilet flusher and faucet handles that you have touched. 

Thank you for being part of Oak Grove Presbyterian Church and helping 
our church to be a safe and healthy space. We miss you!!!!!  

O  G  P  
2200 W. Old Shakopee Rd 

Bloomington, MN 55431 
                              

Phone    (952) 888-4621    
Fax        (952) 888-2523 

E-mail:  ogpc@oakgrv.org 
Website:    www.oakgrv.org 

 

Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday 
8:30 am—5:00 pm 

Friday—8:30 am - 3:00 pm 
 

Oak Grove Staff 
Ministers:  the 502 members 

 

Transitional Pastor 
The Rev. Dr. Anne Fisher 

afisher@oakgrv.org 
 

Assoc. Pastor          
Rev. Mary Koon 

mkoon@oakgrv.org 
 

Director of Music: 
Judy Cooper  

jcooper@oakgrv.org 
 

Youth & Young Adult Dir. 
Britta Weber-Augdahl 

bweber@oakgrv.org 
 

Office Administrator: 
Beth Angerhofer 

bangerhofer@oakgrv.org 
 

Bookkeeper: 
Anne Swenson 

aswenson@oakgrv.org  
4 

Organist:  Nancy Hauser  
 

Treasurer:  Sue Greimel 
sgreimel@comcast.net 

 

Clerk of Session:  
Connie Nesbitt 

clerkofsession@oakgrv.org 
 

Child Care Provider:  
Lacey Jones 

 

Ass’t Child Care Provider: 
Shannon Murray 

 

Part-time Custodians:   
Tim Dubis 

Martinalan Smith 
 
 

2020 Per Capita is $36.50 

More events in July! 

 
 Women Who Lunch – we invite all women to join us at Noon on 
 Wednesday, July 15 to discuss the story of Drew Principe and his 
 extraordinary friendship and journey. Find his story on YouTube at: 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vu0cqhZeQvQ 

 We will continue to meet via zoom every month through September. 
We’ll meet Jul 15, Aug 19 & Sep 16. Join Zoom Meeting: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/89246277950?
pwd=OVB6eGFXcFNiaWpKTzNXVC9Mc1hNdz09                           
Meeting ID: 892 4627 7950    Password: 013740 

 Or dial in with your phone (audio only -- no video). Call 1-312-626-6799 
and use Meeting ID: 892 4627 7950; Password: 013740  

 Men’s Group TBD on Monday, July 20. Contact Joey Oslund 
(joeyoslund@edinarealty.com) for more info. 


