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The news for many months has been full of protracted budget stalemates at both the
national and state levels. We face challenging issues and need to bring our best
thinking and our compassionate hearts. In faithfulness to the biblical imperative to
hold societies and rulers responsible for how they treat the poor, a group of con-
cerned pastors has composed the following letter to the US Congress. The hope is
that 1000 pastors will sign and then the letter will be published in a Washington, D.C.
newspaper. In all likelihood by the time you read this that will have happened. The
two of us have signed the letter. We do so as individuals, not as official representa-
tives of Oak Grove Church. We urge you to make your voice heard as well in every
venue possible.

Open Letter from 1,000 Pastors

We are local pastors. Our lives are committed to our churches and communities. Every
day we work to preach and live the Gospel of Christ. We challenge our congregations
and parishes to live lives of personal responsibility and encourage them to live good
and righteous lives. This also means calling our communities and nation to live up to
corporate responsibilities.

In every one of our congregations we have programs that help those in need with jobs,
clothing, food, or counseling. We gladly take up the challenge of encouraging our con-
gregation members to give more, but in these past few years, it has been difficult for us
to watch the need around us rise while the resources we have diminish. We work, pray,
and do whatever we can to remain faithful to the responsibility of every Christian to

cont’d on page 3

Sunday August 14th at Moir Park

Annual Outdoor Worship and Picnic
(No service will be held at the church that day.)
Worship at 10:30 AM

Picnic at 11:30 AM

Come and enjoy a casual day of worship, food, fellowship and fun. The picnic will follow the
service. This is an all-age event and an annual celebration with friends and family. The

= church will provide burgers, hot dogs, buns, condiments, beverages and all paper products.

We ask you to bring a potluck dish (salad, dessert or snacks) to share.

Volunteers are needed to help with set-up, serving and clean-up
and we need to borrow ice chests.

A free-will offering will be taken to cover costs (including the park rental fee)
Moir Park is located at 104th St. and Morgan Ave.

If you can help call Mark Erickson at 651-452-4575 or email at ericksonm100@comcast.net



mailto:ericksonm100@comcat.net
http://parishcalendar.com:8080/205/22315/d01/08/2011?display=M&style=B&positioning=A
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Oak Grove’s Golf Outing Schedule
(bring your golfing friends)

Clifton Hollow 18 holes with cart  $27

Wednesday, August 10

Carpool — leave church at 8:30 AM
Return between 3-4 pm

Register Sunday prior to event or by calling the church. You can pay at the
golf course.

Oak Rovers Clearwater Forest Retreat

Join the Oak Rovers for our Clearwater Forest retreat September 26-
28. Pastor Beth will provide food for thought and all of us will help with
food prep and clean-up. We strongly urge those who have not had
this wonderful experience to come give it a try this year. We car
pool and are back at Oak Grove by 4:00 pm on Wednesday.

This is a casual retreat. We will have time for reflection, walks,
conversation, movies -- and yes, naps. We share double rooms
with a bathroom between two rooms. Leaning Tree Lodge ac-
commodates 30 people and we will use some rooms in Eagle
Lodge if needed. We pay a flat rate to use Leaning Tree when we
fill it and per room to use Eagle. Cost will be divided by number of
registrations. We may need to eat the evening meal in the dining
room if registrations exceed the number we can accommodate in
Leaning Tree.

Dates: September 26 — 28

Estimated cost: $100 ($25 deposit at registration) Final cost will be
less if we don’t use Eagle Lodge and dining room.

What is included? Food, snacks, rooms, linens and misc. items.
Sign up: August 21and 28 in the narthex

Questions? call Dorothy and Gordon Beattie at 952-941-0742
or Nancy Kachel at 952-884-1895

There is room for all, but registrations are needed by the end of
August to plan for food and rooms.

Q Singles Fellowship will meet at Zekes on Wed. Aug 3rd at 5:30 pm

2011 Per Capita is $30.46

Welcome to Josh Pearson who is filling in as our Interim
Custodian while Tim Dubis is away for International Study.




Open Letter Cont’d from page 1

help the poor. Still, we can't meet the crushing needs by ourselves. We do
our best to feed the hungry, but charitable nutrition programs only make
up 6% of total feeding programs in the country while the government
makes up 94%.

In every one of our congregations we have members who receive much-
needed support from government programs. We have seen this support
allow young people to be the first members of their families to get college
degrees, ensure mothers can feed their children a healthy diet, enable
those with disabilities to live fulfilling lives, give much-needed medical
care to those who can't afford it, support seniors, provide housing for
families, and help people in finding a job.

SNAP, WIC, Medicare, Medicaid, Social Security, Head Start, Pell
Grants, and Community Development Block Grants aren't just abstract
concepts to us; they serve the same people we serve. There are changes
that can be made or efficiencies that can be found, but every day we see
what government can do. There is more need today than Churches can
meet by themselves. This is why we join in the "Circle of Protection.”

As Christians, we believe the moral measure of the debate is how the most
poor and vulnerable people fare. We look at every budget proposal from
the bottom up--how it treats those Jesus called "the least of these"
(Matthew 25:45). They do not have powerful lobbies, but they have the
most compelling claim on our consciences and common resources. The
Christian community has an obligation to help them be heard, to join with
others to insist that programs that serve the most vulnerable in our nation
and around the world are protected. We know from our experience of
serving hungry and homeless people that these programs meet basic hu-
man needs and protect the lives and dignity of the most vulnerable. We
believe that God is calling us to pray, fast, give alms, and to speak out for
Justice.

As Christian leaders, we are committed to fiscal responsibility and shared
sacrifice. We want to support you in reducing the deficit. Small business
and job growth are an essential part of the path to prosperity for all
Americans. We are also committed to resist budget cuts that threaten the
well-being and, in some cases, the lives of the neediest among us. There-
fore, we join with others to form a Circle of Protection around programs
that meet the essential needs of hungry and poor people at home and
abroad. We urge you to prioritize them, and we pledge our support and
prayers for you in doing so.

WORSHIP FOR:
AuGuUST 7—28

Sunday E/Iornings
Services at
9:30 AM

U

]

Sl

AUGUST 7
19h Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sermon by
Bill Chadwick

AuGusT 14
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time-
Sermon by
Bill Chadwick

AuGuUST 21
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sermon by
Mary Pol

AUGUST 28
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sermon by
Bill Chadwick

September 18 is Heritage Sunday, in which we will honor those who
have been members for 50 years or more and all of our members who

are over 80 years of age (we recognize that there will be a lot of overlap).

Looking Ahead (Aug—Sep)

Aug 14 Annual picnic at
Moir Park

Aug 27 (Saturday) Blessing
of Animals

Sep 11 Rally Day, Obser
vance of 10th anni-
versary of 9/11

Sep 18 Heritage Sunday
honoring long-time
members and folks

85 years of age and
over.
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New Member Classes coming soon (plan to attend all 3 sessions):

October 2 12:00-2:00p Lunch and childcare will be provided.

October 9 9:15-10:15a
October 16 10:00a received by session with joining during the 10:45 service.
Different nametags Hi my name 1§
Have you ever seen someone at church who did not look familiar to you? YES? _

Did you hesitate to talk with them thinking they may be long time members and you should
know that? YES?

Starting in August, visitors who have not yet joined Oak Grove but have asked for permanent nametags
will have different colored nametags.

Please welcome them and let them know how happy we are that they chose to worship with us.

corporatlons congregations, and civic groups to paint the homes of low-income seniors and
people with disabilities. Sponsored by the Greater Minneapolis Council of Churches, the pro-
gram helps homeowners remain living independently in their own homes and improves neighborhoods
throughout the Twin Cities seven-county metropolitan area. Since 1984, Metro Paint-A-Thon volunteers have
painted more than 6,000 homes. OGPC has been participating in the Paint-A-Thon for many years. If you
would like to help out on the Oak Grove crew this year on Saturday, August 6, call Roger Hornnes at 952-
884-2452.

UPCOMING MISSION EVENTS TO PUT ON YOUR CALENDAR:

CROP Hunger Walk 2011 coming Sunday, Oct 2

CROP Hunger Walks are community-wide events sponsored by Church World Service and organized by local
congregations to raise funds to end hunger at home and around the world. Walkers seek financial sponsors
to support their effort walking. At Oak Grove, we usually have a group of walkers and other members who
offer the financial support. Save this date on your calendar if you are interested in walking.

Heifer Project events Saturday, Nov 19 and Sunday, Dec 4

Heifer Project helps empower families to lift them out of poverty and hunger to self-reliance through gifts of
livestock, seeds and trees and extensive training, which provide a multiplying source of food and income. At
Oak Grove, we raise funds for Heifer through our International Potluck Dinner on Nov 19 and our Alternative
Gift Market on Dec 4.
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4 Arizona Trip 2
. 2
% The Social Justice Committee is organizing a trip to the Arizona / Mexico border. The date would %

% be a 4-5 day weekend in March or April, 2012.

4 It could include a trip across the border to the Comodor which serves undocumented migrants
« who have been returned to Nogales, Sonora. We would hear from Green Valley
)3 Samaritans who work to save lives in the Arizona desert.

« We would like to hear from those people who might be interested in finding out more about the
% trip so we can do more detailed planning.

)3 Please contact :

« Doodee Backstrom 952-831-1922, Sandy Crum 952-888-2114 or Kris Jacobson 952-988-9695.

&%M%%%%%W%%%%%%%&W&%&%&W&%&%&W&%&%&%&%&
OLIVE OIL UPDATE

%§W§W§W§§§§§

You will soon notice a new look when you purchase olive oil from Oak Grove. Peter
Mann, the founder of Import Peace is merging with another vendor called Zatoun. All pro-
ceeds from the sale of oil and za’atar will still be sent to Palestine. In order to continue to
support our brothers and sister in need, Peter decided that a merger was in the best interests
of Import Peace. Everything from the importation fees, cost of publicity, shipping costs and
so on will decrease with this merger.

Along with that, the bottles that we sell will now be 16.8 ounces and will sell for $14.00. Many of you will
welcome that news since some were hesitant to buy the larger bottle. Za’atar will still be $4.00/bag. The oil
is fair trade, and certified as organic.

There will be a time in early September when you can taste the product. If you’ve never purchased before
this will be a good time to try it.

City of Bloomington Emergency Cell Phone Program in cooperation with Qwest Pioneers
Free cell phones for Bloomington residents are programmed to call only 911. Eligibility requirements:

e Do not have a cell phone

e Aged 55 & older or under 55 with a medical condition that may require emergency service calls

For more information and to schedule an appointment to receive a cell phone and charger, call Human Ser-
vices at 952-563-4944. Training for learning to use the cell phone to call 911 will be at Creekside Community
Center, 9801 Penn Ave S.

Do you have a cell phone to donate? Working cell phones with wall chargers purchased withing the last 5
years can be donated to the Qwest Pioneer program by dropping them off at Human Services at Creekside
Community Center.




As | write this article, | am eagerly anticipating the release of the final Harry Potter movie. | am jeal-
ous of those who have tickets and will dress up to go to the midnight showing. Our own family will
have to wait several days, until we are mostly together, to go see the movie.

Our children grew up with Harry, Ron, Hermione and all the others. The first book we read aloud at
bed time; all five of us gathering together to listen. As subsequent books were released and were
available in audio we added listening to them on our summer road trips. (Our older two always in-
sisted on finishing the newest book before we listened to it on tape.) At times we were so engrossed
in the story that we kept driving in order to finish a chapter even though we had reached our destina-
tion.

So it was with a pang of sadness that we finished the final chapter of the final book. (And this movie
truly marks the close of a really rich adventure on which Ms. Rowling has taken us.) | am grateful for
this series of stories and say “hogwash” to those who see them as somehow evil. Like C. S. Lewis
and Narnia, and J. R.R. Tolkien and The Lord of the Rings, the Harry Potter series has allowed an-
other generation to wrestle with the battle between good and evil, right and wrong, and nuanced
grey areas as well, and to have a rollicking good time doing so.

Part of what makes Harry, Ron, Hermione, and all the others so compelling is the way they enter
into the struggle against evil and strive toward the good. And | for one am grateful for this delightful
reminder about the importance of entering the struggle and making a difference for good.

May you have a terrific August.

Beth Hart-Andersen, Interim Associate Pastor

EXTRAVAGANZA goes to Richardson Nature Center
For all Oak Grove’s children and their friends.
TUESDAY, AUGUST 16 11AM-3PM

We will be leaving by car from the church parking lot at 11 am and returning to the
church at 3 pm. We will have a picnic, hike, and have study time with the naturalist at Richardson Center.

Parents are encouraged to attend but it is not mandatory

Please use the registration form below (there is no charge for EXTRAVAGANZA and all ages are welcome)

Child’s Name:

Emergency Phone Number:

Allergies:

Parents will be attending: yes no If yes, number attending:
Deadline to register is Sunday, August 7

Please place in Carol Osweiler’s mailbox.




A huge “Shake it Up” thank you!

The success of Vacation Bible School is attributed to the 50 children
who attended, two-thirds of whom came from the community. Also,
. 7 the 42 volunteers and helpers who made the days run smoothly and
K ' y ’ 2 kept everyone nourished with healthy snacks and loving care. We
’ e thank everyone who donated to the VEAP food shelves. God has
- blessed us so that we may be a blessing.

& » RN THANK YOU — THANK YOU
1 Karen Gerdes & Jeanine Radtke

Senior Driver Improvement Program Offered (4-Hour Refresher)

Date: Monday, September 12 Time: 1 -5 pm Location: Oak Grove Presbyterian

The Driver Improvement course is open to the public; pre-registration is requested. A MN Highway
Safety & Research Center certified instructor teaches this class. By utilizing the most up-to-date re-
search in the field, participants will be provided the latest information about driver safety, new laws,
and vehicle technology. This class has something for everyone! The fee for the four hour refresher
course is $20.00. For more information or to register, call TOLL FREE 1-888-234-1294.

Persons age 55 and older who complete the course qualify for a ten percent discount on their auto
insurance premiums for three years, according to Minnesota law. First time participants must com-
plete the initial eight hours of training and a four hour refresher class every three years to maintain the

10% discount.

Budget & Finance
Through June 30th 2011 Act vs Budg 2010
Actuals Budget Fav/(Unfav) Actuals
Income YTD $321,926 $315,720 $6,205 $301,874
Expense YTD $335,397 $344,234 $8,837 $304,089
Income - Expenses | ($13,472) ($28,514) $15,042 ($2,215)

| hope everyone had a nice vacation in June!! As you can see, we noticed you were gone! © Monthly income
was $10.3K under budget, which resulted in a drop from $6.6K in the black to $13.5K in the red. We'd prefer
black (5 Sundays in July will help!). New Covenant continues to do well, though. As of July 14th, we've
gained $37,785 for the year (3.52%), with $765,956 in Endowment, $275,971 in Session Designated, and
$68,562 in Long-Term Building Maintenance. Gains from these Funds, along with a portion of our Surplus
($183,249), will help offset any loss for the year, as well as provide for Capital improvements. What a gift it is
to have resources available like this! Thanks to all our current and past members for making Oak Grove what

it is today!

Presbyterian Women News /. >
,« (4
Oak Grove’s three circles (Evening Star, Goodrich-Nord, and Ruth) do not meet for study during the \\%

summer. Ruth Circle will meet for lunch Thursday, August 11 (11:30) at Presbyterian Homes.

NEXT COORDINATING TEAM MEETING - will be held Saturday, September 10, at 8:30 a.m. The business
meeting will begin at 9:00. All women who are members of the church are welcome to attend.
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Blessing of Animals Saturday, August 27, 4:00 PM

You are invited to bring your pets (and your friends and their pets) to the lower parking lot.
Please have animals on a leash. An explanation of this practice is offered below by Kevin E.
“Mackin, O.F.M.

As autumn arrives, people in various places may notice something odd.

A procession of animals, everything from dogs and cats to hamsters and even horses, is led to churches for a
special ceremony called the Blessing of Pets. This custom is conducted in remembrance of St. Francis of As-
sisi’s love for all creatures...

For single householders, a pet can be a true companion. Many people arrive home from work to find a furry
friend overjoyed at their return. Many a senior has a lap filled with a purring fellow creature. The bond be-
tween person and pet is like no other relationship, because the communication between fellow creatures is at
its most basic. Eye-to-eye, a man and his dog, or a woman and her cat, are two creatures of love.

No wonder people enjoy the opportunity to take their animal companions to church for a special blessing.
Church is the place where the bond of creation is celebrated. At Franciscan churches, a friar with brown robe
and white cord often welcomes each animal with a special prayer. The Blessing of Pets usually goes like this:

“Blessed are you, Lord God, maker of all living creatures. You called forth fish in the sea, birds in the air and
animals on the land. You inspired St. Francis to call all of them his brothers and sisters. We ask you to bless
this pet. By the power of your love, enable it to live according to your plan. May we always praise you for all
your beauty in creation. Blessed are you, Lord our God, in all your creatures! Amen.”

hll!lllSl Birthdays

(If you don’t see your birthday, we don’t have that information or you requested that it not appear.)
1 Marsha Babcock, Tod Short, Jim Stanko, Larry Teien
2 Sharon Fields
3 Milissa Carter, Karen Gerdes
4 Leslie Jones
5 Brad Norman
6 Don Wagner
7 Jane Jacobson
8 Priscilla Cross
9 Richard Lawson
10 Don Alman, **Gordon Beattie, Samantha Rettke, Ann Traeder, **Muriel Watson
11 Don Olson, **Ed Stanko
12 Heather Reed
13 *Bennet Henrikson, Georgia May, Dan Payne
15 Jomn King. Rich Miller “Important birthday
16 Jan Peterfs;on, Don Schneider, Janet Zeiszler ** Significant birthday
20 Freda Williams
24 ** Arnie Johnson, **Mattie Marvin
25 Judy Cooper, Lisa LaPointe
25 Janet Miller
26 Laura Deters, James Melin
27 Edna Lorsbach, Cameron Snyder, Jeff Williamson
29 Diann Boesch, E. Roger Ebeling, Greg Johnson, Nancy Kachel
30 Bob Gerdes, Nancy Tighe
31 Laurie Decknatel
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Celebrations & Congratulations to:

Lisa Boehne, granddaughter of Bill & Pat Boehne, and
Matthew Gruenhagen whose wedding is August 6
at Oak Grove.

Janette Mathison, on starting a new job at Primrose
School in Eagan.

James & Rebecca Michael, on the birth of daughter,
Emma Sue on July 11.

Khant gous

We would like to thank many of you for your kind words,
prayers, and generous contributions to OG, in memory of
our mom, Betty Bresley. Oak Grove was her family too
and she cherished her friendships there. Hearing stories
about mom, reaffirms the impact that we have on others.
Don't wait, tell someone how much they mean!

Sincerely, Barb Skogland, Bill Bresley and Tom Bresley

A

Condolences to the families of: Y

Todd Mathison & Family, on the death of his
grandmother, Helen Chaseley, on June 24.

Dallas Lindblom & Family, on the death of wife, Alice,
on June 28. Services were at Oak Grove July 1.

Becky Eberhard & children (Jan Lichtenberger’s
niece), on the death of husband/father, Jason, on
July 9.

Richfield Bloomington Grief Support Coalition
Summer 2011
Thursdays, July 14—September 1, 2011

4:30 — 5:00 pm Educational presentation
5:00 — 6:00 pm Small groups formed
to share concerns and experiences

Location: St. Edward Catholic Church
9401 Nesbitt Ave S, Bloomington
Contact: Chris Sorensen
952-835-7101

Pond House Events 401 E 104th St.

The Painter’s Craft Sunday, August 7,2 - 4 pm
Gary Zahradka, Artist  Explore the work of an artist’s ap-
prentice: grind paint, make brushes, and use a camera obscura.
Learn why chemistry, geography, and physics were as impor-
tant as artistic talent for successful painters in the 1830s.

Open House

A special thank you to all who attended the 4th of July
breakfast for VEAP. Because of everyone's generosity,
we were able to donate $620 and 160 pounds of food.
Bob & Karen Gerdes
Bob & Sandy Crum

Gracias!!!

Thanks, members, for all of your generosity!

From a recipient of some help through the Pastors'
Discretionary Fund: "Without you I'd have been on
the street. You got me out of that big rain. What
you did for me has been a real blessing!"

A huge thank you to the member who so generously
donated the beautiful new picnic table. Our Monday

‘morning building volunteers will be securing the ta-

ble in the island in the lower parking lot. We will en-
joy it spring, summer and falll Thanks also to the
crew for helping secure it. ook Grove staff

A special thank you to Adam Wilkens for the great
job he did on the dove/rainbow mobile adorning
our sanctuary. Thanks, Adam, for a job well done.

Thank you for the flowers, cards and visits. It really
helped me a lot. | am home now.
Lynn Severson

Sunday, August, 14, 1:30 — 4 pm

In 1835, Gideon Pond built a mission and schoolhouse at Lake Harriet for Rev. Jedediah Stevens. Discover why Gideon and
his bother Samuel were pressured into living there, during tours of the Pond House today.

Sunday, August 21, 2 pm

“Our children are dying with hunger.” Malnutrition, Morbidity and Mortality on the Sioux Reservation in 1862

Carrie Reber Zeman will explore how for decades historians have struggled to reconcile the accounts of Dakota claims of star-
vation before the 1862 U.S./Dakota War with the documented availability of food on the reservation. This talk develops Car-
rie’s research for her historical introduction to Mary Butler Renville’s 4 Thrilling Narrative of Indian Captivity, or The Indian
Captives Leaves from a Journal. Out of print sincel1863, the book is scheduled for release from the University of Nebraska
Press in 2012.
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Rally Day — September 11. .. Takes on a New Design

It is hard to talk about or even plan for Rally Day 2011, but before you know it, the big day that calls
all of God’s family back together will be here.

With a few tweaks from what we have done in the past, the staff at Oak Grove have created a new
format for how Rally Day will work this year.

The major change is that
We will have only one service on Rally Day,
Sunday, September 11, at 9:30 am

« The theme of the worship service for Rally Day will be community: what kind of community
do we want to be? -- a community of love, forgiveness, unity not vengeance and fear.
To celebrate the start up of the programs, banners will be made by different committees
prior to Rally Day and selected members of the committees will carry them into worship.
Each banner will represent the committee and its mission in the church. Banners will then
be on display in the sanctuary during the service.
After the worship service, we will have “God’s Great Get-2-Gether” -- a potluck for all to en-
joy in Gideon Pond Hall.

Remember: Education Hour (9:15-10:15 AM) will begin
Sunday, September 18.
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